
2026 WINTER

PRE-SEASON 
MEETING
SEPTEMBER 2026



• Keep your microphone on mute 

but your camera on!

• Interact

• Put your name and county in 

chat to register

• Be respectful

 

ONLINE MEETING ETIQUETTE



6:00 – 6:15pm   Welcome and Warm Up

6:15 - 6:45pm   Set 1 – Important Updates

6:45 – 7pm   Set 2 – Winter 2026 – Key reminders

7pm – 7:20pm   Tiebreak - “Your Competition Experience” 

   

7:20 – 7:30pm   Cool Down

AGENDA



WARM-UP



SET 1:

UPDATES







PROGRESS SO FAR:

• Competition Digital review

• New LTA Youth competition offer development

• 10U Framework review and County & Regional 
Competition landscape review

• Padel National Championships

• Investment into Disability Competition 

• Deployment framework for non-professional 
GB Teams

• Strategy to mitigate the impact of Electronic 
Line Calling



PRIORITIES FOR 2026:

• Fair Play campaign – enhancing support 
for Officials and Parents

• Launch of new competition offer

• Competition Digital Review 
recommendations

• Competition Satisfaction survey

• County Cup review 

• County Competition Plans

• Officiating CPD and Qualification 
Pathway (in conjunction with CODS)



WORKING TOGETHER:

• LTA Competitions Team

• LTA Coach & Officials Development & 

Support Team

o CPD opportunities

• LTA Customer Support Team

• County Associations – through County 

Competition Plans



LTA SUPPORT

• County and Local Tour Medals for Winner and 

Runner-Up of all junior one-day events dispatched

• Certificates for Red, Orange, Green and 11U events 

dispatched

• Indoor Court Grant available for Grade 4 

• Organiser manuals



COMPETITION 
SATISFACTION 
SURVEY

• Launched in March

• National Average – 4.52 
out of 5 

• 8,800 responses

• Officials’ dashboard 
update

• Using the insight





ADDITIONAL METRICS:



SET THE 
STANDARD

RESPECT STARTS WITH YOU



WHAT IS ‘SET THE STANDARD’?

The ‘Set the Standard’ fair play campaign is 

designed to promote positive parent 

behaviour and better support coaches, 

referees and competition organisers in 

creating better competition experiences for 

young players. 

By encouraging collaboration between 

coaches, parents, and officials, ’Set the 

Standard’ aims to give players the best 

possible competition experience and help 

keep them playing the game for longer.



SET THE STANDARD RESOURCES 

• A powerful campaign video showcasing how positive parent behaviour 

helps players thrive. The video will be embedded in the LTA Competition 

Management System so that a parent will have to watch it before they can enter 

their child in a competition and it can be viewed online via the Parent Support 

webpage.

• A new ‘Set the Standard’ parent guide available online, to help parents 

and carers understand how their behaviour and the nature of support influences 

their child’s attitude, resilience, and long-term enjoyment of the sport. 

• Training for licensed officials and referees, including a session on 

‘Empathetic Listening’ that was delivered at the Referee Workshops in May, and 

new online CPD launching soon that will include modules on communicating with 

players and parents and managing and de-escalating challenging situations.

• Printed and digital resources including court banners, posters, and 

business cards that competition organisers and referees can display and hand out 

at their competitions. We will also be sharing ‘Set the Standard’ email templates.

https://www.lta.org.uk/compete/parents-area/parent-support/
https://www.lta.org.uk/compete/parents-area/parent-support/
https://share.articulate.com/osGC5-dehaRNbKkCN5Ygg


SET THE STANDARD ASSETS



ADDITIONAL PARENT RESOURCES
Competition Parent Support Webpage

A dedicated area of the LTA website providing guidance and resources for parents of competitive 

tennis players – www.lta.org.uk/parent-support

Competition Parenting Course

• An interactive online course designed to provide parents with the knowledge and skills they 

need to support their child at competitions. 

• Aimed at parents/carers of players aged 9-14 years who are starting to compete or competing 

regularly. 

• The course is free to complete – parents and carers can learn more and book online: View 

Competition Parenting Course

Online Workshops

• Competition Parenting Workshop

An interactive version of our Competition Parenting Course delivered by one of our leading 

experts:

Wednesday 7 October at 7pm – Click to book

• Parent and Child Workshop – Working Together for a Mental Advantage

This one-hour workshop for parents and children to attend together will focus on helping and 

supporting the player’s mental skills. 

Tuesday 13 October at 6:30pm – Click to book

https://www.lta.org.uk/compete/parents-area/parent-support/
https://www.lta.org.uk/compete/parents-area/parent-support/
https://www.lta.org.uk/compete/parents-area/parent-support/
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/Class/?classId=a1CTv000001YvcnMAC
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/Class/?classId=a1CTv000001YvcnMAC
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/?format=Workshops&datestart=&dateend=&cat=Competition+and+Officiating&sort=DateTimeAscending#ResultForm
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/?format=Workshops&datestart=&dateend=&cat=Competition+and+Officiating&sort=DateTimeAscending#ResultForm
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/?format=Workshops&datestart=&dateend=&cat=Competition+and+Officiating&sort=DateTimeAscending#ResultForm
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/Class/?classId=a1CSr000003RYtVMAW
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/Class/?classId=a1CSr000003RYtVMAW
https://www.lta.org.uk/roles-and-venues/coaches/development/courses/Class/?classId=a1CSr000003RYtVMAW


SET 2:

THE WINTER 
PROGRAMME 

AND KEY 
REMINDERS 



PROGRAMME 
OVERVIEW



WINTER PROGRAMME

Local Tour

• Grade 5 opportunities for players aged 8U – Open

• First opportunity for players to earn LTA Ranking/Recent Form points

• 5,080 Local Tour events completed in 2025 – 2026 Winter period

County 
Tour

• Grade 4 competitions that are delivered for 9U – Open players

• Singles and Doubles opportunities

• 3,086 County Tour events completed in 2025 – 2026 Winter period

Regional 
Tour

• Grade 3 programme delivered by the LTA – all events indoors

• Occupancy rate of 94.4% in 2025-2026 season, offering 4,224 playing opportunities

• 317 Regional Tour competitions in 2025-2026 season (each age group has 3 rotations)

National 
Tour

• Grade 2 competitions in October, December and Spring for 9U and 10U players

• Link to WRT events so winners can earn a wild card in the 9U and 10U National Tour 
competitions



COMPETITION PLANNING

Next competition planning window:

• Open 23rd September 2026 – 18th October 2026  

• Applying for One-Day events from 9th January – 11th 

April 2027

• Weeklong competitions from January – April 

(February Half Term & Easter Holidays)

• FAST4 Open Regional Tour competitions for 2027

Communication

Availability 
Submission

Allocation 
of events

Application 
Process

Approval 
Process

Finalise 
and publish



HELP US TO HELP YOU!

• Meet published deadlines

• Utilise the ‘Notes’ feature on the availability 

form 

• Plan your programme if working across 

multiple venues

• Liaise with other venues/organisers

• Ensure your venue is LTA registered



KEY REMINDERS



OWN AGE GROUP PRIORITY

• OAGP acceptance will continue to be 

used for 18U and Open County Tour 

events

• Ensure you select ‘Own Age Group 

Priority’ on the factsheet 



LATE ENTRIES & WILD CARDS

• If, at the time a player requests to be a late entry they would be seeded, 

that player cannot be accepted

• However, for justifiable reasons you can issue a wild card to a player who 

requests a late entry and would be a seed

• Maximum of 1 wild card for every 8 places in the draw

• Late entries must be added via your Organiser Portal in the Competition 

Management System, to ensure late entries are visible online.



MIXED EVENTS

• Championing girls within mixed gendered 

events.

• Offering an additional medal / prize. 

• Specific shoutout during award giving or 

tournament wrap up.



WITHDRAWALS

• Monitor withdrawals and update the TTP file regularly

• Player’s responsibility to monitor their status

• Any player on the Reserve list can withdraw from a 

competition penalty free up to the point where they are 

accepted into the competition. 

• A reserve may decline an offer to play without incurring 

a penalty if the player is contacted in the 24 hours 

immediately before the event date. 

• Please always record late withdrawal offences



EDITING EVENT 
DETAILS

• You can amend event dates, 

referee info and more in the 

Settings tab in CMS

• Events dates & fees – before 

tournament opens for entries

• Amending referee – until 2 

weeks prior to tournament

• New support videos now 

available in the officials hub – 

TTP & CMS



TTP REMINDERS

• Ensure Draw Stages are correct

• NEVER have more than 1 draw 

stage in an event as 'Main Draw'

• ALWAYS keep the 'position' in draws 

as '1'

• Try to bring as many players through 

to the main draw as possible

• Remember a compass draw has an 

in-built consolation

• New support videos now available in 

the officials hub – TTP & CMS



AFTER YOUR TOURNAMENT

• Ensure you submit results 

within 48 hours.

• If you do not submit within 

this time, players only 

receive 1 ranking point.

• Contact CST if you need 

to amend results in a file 

you’ve already submitted



STANDARD DRAW FORMATS

DRAW 
TYPE

DRAW 
SIZE

FORMAT SCORING

9U 

(1 day)
8 or 16

Round Robin to Elimination with 

Consolation or Compass draw

OR

Round Robin Draw

One match tie break to 10 points

10U

(1 day)
8 or 16

Compass Draw 

OR

Round Robin to Elimination with 

Consolation

FAST4 Tennis -

1 set or 

Best of 3 sets, with 3rd set a MTB

11U-18U

(1 day)

Singles or 

Doubles

8 Compass draw
FAST4 Tennis -

Best of 3 sets, with 3rd set a MTB

11U-18U

(1 day)

Singles or 

Doubles

16

Elimination with Consolation 

OR

Compass draw

FAST4 Tennis -

Best of 3 sets, with 3rd set a MTB



DRAW FORMATS – NUMBER OF PLAYERS
Player 

No.

Suggested Draw Format TTP Draw 

Stage

Ranking & Leaderboard Points

5 5 player, round robin group Main Draw MD points assigned to players who have won a match

6 8 player compass draw (with byes) Main Draw MD & CD points assigned to players who have won a match

7 8 player compass draw (with a bye) DO NOT PLAY THE 

CONSOLATION (LEFT) SIDE OF THE COMPASS DRAW

3 player, round robin group (for consolation)

Main Draw

Consolation 

MD points assigned to players who have won a match

CD points assigned to players who have won a match

9 • 3 x 3 player, round robin groups, leading to….

• 4 player elimination with 3rd/4th playoff (3 group winners & best 2nd)

• 3 player, round robin group (remaining 2nd place players & best 3rd)

• 2 player elimination (remaining 2 3rd place players)

Qualification

Main draw

Extra

Extra

QD points assigned to players who have won a match

MD & CD points assigned to players who have won a match

Ratings only (players will end up with Q points or 1 point)

Ratings only (players will end up with Q points or 1 point)

10 16 player elimination with 3rd/4th playoff + first match consolation with 

3rd/4th play off

Main Draw MD points assigned to players who have won a match

Extra rating matches for remaining players Extra Ratings only (players will end up with Q points or 1 point)

11 16 player elimination Main Draw MD points assigned to players who have won a match

3 player, round robin group for consolation Consolation CD points assigned to players who have won a match

12 to 

16

16 player compass draw (with byes) Main Draw MD & CD points assigned to players who have won a match



TIEBREAK: 

SETTING THE 

STANDARD: 

YOUR COMPETITION 

EXPERIENCE



YOUR COMPETITION EXPERIENCE: DISCUSSION 

In your breakout rooms, please consider: 

1. The biggest challenges you experience as a competition 
organiser. 

2. The ways in which these challenges could be overcome.  

Following the discussion, can one person from each group please 
write your agreed 3 biggest challenges and how you would overcome 
these into the chat.



COOL DOWN



NATIONAL 
OFFICIATING 
CONFERENCE

SATURDAY 28 & SUNDAY 

29 NOVEMBER 2026

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN



REFEREE WHATSAPP GROUPS



CONTACTING US

Enquiry Page

Include a Tournament Code 

and ensure you select your 

role as ‘Organiser/Official’

https://www.lta.org.uk/support-centre/enquiry-page/


SUMMARY

• Key Updates for 2026W

• Competition Plan – progress so 

far

• The Winter Programme and Key 

Reminders

• Support

Make sure you have registered in the chat!
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