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On behalf of the LTA, I am 
delighted to welcome you to the 
Rothesay International Eastbourne 
here at Devonshire Park.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
WTA event here in Eastbourne, over which 
time the grass courts in Devonshire Park have 
played host to the greats of the game. Martina 
Navratilova won the event a record 11 times 
between 1978 and 1993, while Virginia Wade, 
who beat Billie Jean King for her title in 1975, 
is also on the honours board in Eastbourne.

This year we will also be celebrating 
the Wightman Cup, the women’s team 
competition contested by the United 
States and Great Britain between 1923 
and 1989. You can read more about both 
of these anniversaries in this programme. 

As many of you will be aware there will some 
be changes to the women’s tournament 
next year, with us staging a women’s 
WTA 250 event instead of a WTA 500. 
The men’s ATP 250 event, will remain 
unchanged. We are committed to continuing 
the staging of high-quality international 
events at Devonshire Park and we are 
investing in Eastbourne for the long term. 

Returning to this year, my thanks goes 
to the WTA the ATP and ITF, along 
with our commercial partners including 
Rothesay, who have done much to support 
this event for the past three years

Finally, to all the officials, volunteers, staff, 
and you, the fans who do so much to make 
events such as this so thrilling to be a part 
of, thank you. We look forward to the 
next fifty years of tennis at Eastbourne. 

Best wishes

Scott Lloyd
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, LTA

Rothesay Life Plc is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.

At Rothesay, we’re committed to securing the future of our 
pension policyholders across the country. Which is why we’ve 

teamed up with the LTA, who show the same commitment  
to the future of British tennis. 

Find out more at Rothesay.com

Securing the future. 
On and off the court.
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Welcome to the Rothesay International!
As the LTA’s exclusive pensions partner since 2022, 
we are very excited to bring people together again 
to enjoy the Rothesay Summer Series: the Rothesay 
Open (Nottingham), Rothesay Classic (Birmingham) 
and Rothesay International (Eastbourne). 

At Rothesay, we’re committed to securing the future 
of our almost one million pension policyholders across 
the country. We’ve been delighted to team up with 
the LTA over the last three years to support them 
in their same commitment to the future of British 
tennis. Together, we share a passion for innovation 
and excellence, values which have led us to become 
the UK’s largest specialist pensions insurer and a 
significant investor in important projects which 
help to secure the UK’s long-term future, from 
housing, to infrastructure and achieving net zero. 

The grass court tennis season is one of the great 
traditions of the British summer, providing a fantastic 
opportunity for British players to compete at home 
against some of the best talent in the world. As 
the LTA’s exclusive pensions partner, we also want 
to continue to open up tennis for older people, 
helping everyone to enjoy an active life at all ages. 

I would like to thank the LTA, the players and the event 
staff for making all of our tournaments such a success 
and showcases for international tennis in Britain. 

Thank you for joining us.

Tom Pearce
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, ROTHESAY
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GLORYGLORY
GAMEGAME Dear Tennis Fans,

On behalf of the ATP, it is my pleasure to 
welcome you to the 2024 Rothesay International 
in Eastbourne. We’re excited that you can join 
us to witness the best men’s and women’s tennis 
players in the world sharing the same stage.

Our sport is unmatched when it comes to 
year-round entertainment. This season, we’re 
seeing the continuation of an intergenerational 
battle at the top of the PIF ATP Rankings 
and exciting new rivalries develop. Global 
destinations, a cast of diverse characters, and 
millions of passionate fans, combine to create 
an entertainment spectacle like no other. 

This week, fans can look forward to seeing some 
of the Tour’s biggest stars competing for the title. 
The 250 PIF ATP Rankings points up for grabs will 
play an important role in building momentum for 
the grass court season. Adding to the atmosphere 
will be the enthusiastic Eastbourne crowd – known 
for their knowledge and respect of the game.

I extend my gratitude to Rebecca James and the 
entire tournament team for their commitment 
to organising this event. Their hard work behind 
the scenes ensures that fans and players alike 
will have a memorable experience this week.

I would also like to thank you, our fans. 
Your passion for tennis motivates the 
players and inspires us to drive the game 
forward. We thank you for your support and 
invite you to follow the ATP Tour at www.
ATPTour.com and via social media.

Andrea Gaudenzi
ATP CHAIRMAN

Dear Tennis Fans,
On behalf of the Hologic WTA Tour, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to the Rothesay 
International for another exciting edition of 
this tournament in Eastbourne, one of Great 
Britain’s most celebrated seaside towns.

As the global leader in women’s sport, the 
WTA is proud to once again showcase the very 
best of women’s tennis here in Great Britain 
and across all our tournaments in 2024. 

The WTA continues to uphold the values of inclusivity, 
empowerment, and equality, and as one of sport’s 
few truly global properties, the Hologic WTA Tour 
will travel to almost 30 nations and regions with over 
70 tournaments over the course of the season. 

We are excited to join you, our passionate fans, 
as we watch the season unfold, as rivals battle 
it out on court, champions are crowned, new 
talents emerge and legends are made.

2024 marks the 50th anniversary of the WTA Tour 
competing here in Eastbourne, with the courts 
at Devonshire Park having played host to some 
of the sport’s greats. To all of the staff, partners 
and volunteers who over the last half-century 
have helped deliver unforgettable experiences 
for players and fans alike, I thank you.

Finally, I would like to thank you, our loyal fans, for your 
tremendous support and passion for the WTA. Whether 
you’ve followed and supported women’s tennis for the 
last 50 years or are joining us for the first time this 
season, or somewhere in between, welcome to the 
2024 Hologic WTA Tour. We’re just getting started.

All the best,

 Steve Simon  
 WTA CHIEF
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On behalf of our town, I extend a very warm welcome 
to sunny Eastbourne and to Devonshire Park.
We are proud to be hosting 
the Rothesay International 
Eastbourne once again and our 
thanks go to the LTA and all 
those involved in coordinating 
the planning and delivery of 
this incredible tournament, 
which this year celebrates 
its 50th anniversary – a 
tremendous achievement.

This year we also mark a big 
birthday for Devonshire Park, 
having opened to the public 
150 years ago! Since opening 
in 1874, this historic park, built 
by the 7th Duke of Devonshire, 
has welcomed more than 140 
years of tennis and a multitude 
of tennis greats since its 
first tournament in 1881.

Since then, the Devonshire 
Quarter has transformed 
into an important cultural, 
sporting and conference venue 
and you may spot our latest 
addition – the Burlington 
Bower – a reconstruction 
of one the park’s early 
attractions, in celebration 
of this anniversary year.

During your visit, please 
do take time to enjoy all 
that the town has to offer, 
from the latest exhibitions 
at Towner to a show at the 
Devonshire Park Theatre 
or perhaps one of the many 
top UK tribute acts at our 
stunning art deco Bandstand. 
Our Visitor Services team 

in the Welcome Building will 
be very happy to help you 
make the most of your trip.

I hope you have a wonderful 
time here and enjoy soaking 
up the atmosphere with some 
superb world-class tennis.

Robert Cottrill
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
EASTBOURNE 
BOROUGH AND LEWES 
DISTRICT COUNCILS

Dear Tennis Fans,
On behalf of the ITF, it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome you to what is 
part of another exciting summer for 
international wheelchair tennis.

This year is the first time that men, 
women’s and quad draws are all set to 
feature at the Rothesay International 
Eastbourne as part of a new look to 
the grass court season that offers 
enhanced opportunities for wheelchair 
tennis and wheelchair tennis players. 

Since the launch of the first 
formalised ITF Wheelchair Tennis 
Tour in 1992 the ITF has been at the 
forefront of promoting and developing 
wheelchair tennis opportunities across 
the world. The UNIQLO Wheelchair 
Tennis Tour boasts 160 tournaments in 
more than 40 countries, showcasing 
a diverse array of talented athletes to 
inspire an ever-expanding fan base.

None of these tournaments would 
be possible without the hard work 
and support of their dedicated 
organisational teams, sponsors and 
volunteers and I would like to thank 
them all for their commitment 
to the continued development 
of wheelchair tennis and its place 
within the wider tennis family.

I hope you enjoy your time watching 
our wheelchair tennis stars this 
summer and we look forward to 
continued collaborations and 
innovations that allow more and 
more fans the opportunity to enjoy 
the sport and its amazing athletes. 

David Haggerty
ITF PRESIDENT
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Throughout June, we'll be celebrating LGBTQ+ communities in tennis as part 
of Pride Month, including once again holding 'Friday Pride Days' at our events 

and telling stories from these communities, showing that tennis is a sport 
where everyone is welcome, whatever their sexuality or gender identity.
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Way before professional tennis started there 
was the south of England Championships at 
Devonshire Park for men and women running 
for almost 90 years up until 1972. Then 
the LTA decided to move the John Player 
Tournament for women from Nottingham to 
the south coast, becoming the first women’s-
only event in Europe to take place on the WTA 
Tour in 1974. Chris Evert won the inaugural 
Eastbourne International from a total prize pot 
just under £10,000 as a precursor to her first 
Wimbledon title two weeks later. The following 
year Virginia Wade upset Billie Jean King in a 
dramatic three setter 7-5 4-6 6-4 to become 
the only British woman to win the title to date.

In the late 1970’s, the enduring 80-match 
rivalry between Martina Navratilova and Chris 
Evert helped draw the BBC for the first time 
and put women’s tennis firmly on the map. 
Each final featured match points for both with 
Martina taking the first in 1978: 6-4 4-6 9-7 
and Chrissie the next a year later: 7-5 5-7 
13-11. Tracy Austin won back-to-back titles 
as a teenaged world No.1 before Martina took 
hold winning five in a row, in a tradition that 
preceded each of her Wimbledon singles titles. 

The new century saw more world No.1s 
such as Kim Clijsters (in 2005), Justine 
Henin (in both 2006-07) in a repeat 
of the previous year’s Wimbledon final, 
outlasting Amelie Mauresmo 7-5 6-7 
7-6 in a thriller. In 2009, the men 
joined the women for the first time, 
as Caroline Wozniacki claimed the 
women’s trophy and in recent years 
surprise winners such as Tamira Paszek, 
Elena Vesnina and Dominka Cibulkova 
have been interspersed with grass 
court experts such as Karolina Pliskova, 
Madison Keys and fan favourite Petra 
Kvitova taking the silver ware.

As the tournament celebrates its 
50th anniversary and Devonshire 
Park it’s 150th, what stories and 
history will be written this year?

EASTBOURNE AT 50
Eastbourne has one of the iconic histories on the tour, 
in probably the most picturesque location. 

That amazing run briefly was interrupted in 
1987 by Helena Sukova, who scored a rare feat 
upsetting both Evert and Navratilova to win 
the title, handing Martina Navratilova her first 
loss in 70 matches on her favourite surface.

Martina resumed her winning ways, taking 
another four titles in a row before an 
historic and final 11th title (she only won 
more in Chicago – 12, setting the record 
in women’s tennis) came in 1993. 

With the end of the Navratilova era, a new 
Centre Court stadium was opened after a 
fire destroyed the old wooden north stand in 
November 1993. This heralded more legends 
etching their names onto the honour roll, such 
as Monica Seles capping her return to the 
sport in 1996 with the title and two years later 
Jana Novotna became the most recent player 
to do the Eastbourne-Wimbledon double.
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E A S T B O U R N E  L E G E N D

MARTINA

1980

1984 1978

1994

1991

1984
•	 Made her debut in the tournament 

in 1974, losing 6-3 1-6 6-4 against 
Britain's Virginia Wade in the semi-
finals. Wade also beat Navratilova 
in the semi-finals in 1976.

•	 Navratilova won her first 
title in Eastbourne in 1978, 
beating Chris Evert 6-4 4-6 
9-7 in a memorable final.

•	 Her period of dominance in 
Eastbourne began in 1982, as she won 
the first of five consecutive titles on 
the grass courts with a win in the final 
against Czech star Hana Mandlikova.

•	 That was the first of five successive 
wins for Navratilova in Eastbourne, 
through to her win against Czech star 
Helena Sukova in the 1986 final.

•	 Partnered with Pam Shriver, 
Martina won six straight women’s 
doubles titles at Devonshire 
Park between 1981 and 1986.

•	 Navratilova reasserted her 
dominance at Eastbourne by 
winning four successive titles 
between 1988 and 1991.

•	 She won her last singles title at 
Eastbourne in 1993, beating Miriam 
Oremans from the Netherlands 
2-6 6-2 6-3 in the final.
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Alongside the world-class tennis on show from 
some of the world’s best players, there are a 
number of special events going on to mark 
this exceptional year of local sporting history:

•	 We asked the people of Eastbourne to 
nominate their unsung local heroes, people 
who have made a real difference to the 
Eastbourne community over the years. We 
have invited a number of these local heroes 
to the tournament to enjoy the tennis and 
recognise their invaluable contributions.

•	 Thanks to our title partner Rothesay, 
you have the chance to win tickets for 
next year’s event. All you have to do is 
head down the giant 50 situated on the 
green outside Court 2, and submit your 
guess as to how many tennis balls are 
inside either by scanning the QR code 
or by heading to the information point.

•	 The celebrations aren’t limited to the 
grounds of Devonshire Park. Keep an eye 
out for shops in the town centre taking 
part in our window dressing competition, 
inspired by 50 years of competition. 
Meanwhile in our fan zone, 50 photos from 
across 50 years of action will be on display 

in a joint photo exhibition with Getty, and 
fans will have the chance to have a go on 
our mini courts, as well as to sit back, relax 
and enjoy the action on the big screen. 

•	 The most successful player in the history 
of the tournament, Martina Navratilova, 
will be joining us on finals day to celebrate 
the tournament’s illustrious history. 
She’ll also be co-captaining a special 
USA side taking part in an exhibition 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the first hosting of the Wightman Cup 
in Britain, taking on a GB side co-
captained by Jo Durie and Judy Murray.

There are only three tournaments on the 
WTA Tour that have been running for 
as long as Eastbourne – those held in 
Charleston, Rome, and the joint hosting 
in Toronto and Montreal – with countless 
memories made along the way. 

While you’re in Eastbourne and making 
your way around Devonshire Park, keep an 
eye out for even more ways we’re marking 
50 years of WTA tennis here on the 
South Coast, with chances to win special 
prizes and make memories of your own.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN 
EASTBOURNE IN 2024?
This year is a special one for tennis in Eastbourne. With the Rothesay 
International Eastbourne tournament celebrating its 50th anniversary, 
and Devonshire Park itself celebrating 150 years. 

MOMENT IN TIME 
Madison Keys poses with the trophy after winning 
the women’s singles final against Daria Kasatkina 
at the 2023 Rothesay International Eastbourne 
at Devonshire Park on July 01, 2023.  
(Photo by Tom Dulat/Getty Images for LTA)
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EASTBOURNE 
LOCAL HEROES

Throughout this week’s Rothesay International 
Eastbourne, a number of those attending 
are members of the local community, who’ve 
been nominated to receive tickets due to their 
outstanding work in the Eastbourne area. 
Whether it’s been volunteering, caregiving, 
or campaigning, the competition received 
some truly exceptional nominations.

With so many stories to choose from, 
here is just a selection of the nominees 
that local people felt deserved their day 
in the Devonshire Park sunshine.

ABBY KIRSOPP
Abby works at Claremont Nursery, and has 
gone above and beyond providing care to local 
children. In particular, Abby was nominated 
for her amazing work providing care to a 
child with complex health needs, including 
learning Makaton to help him communicate 
and working to provide him with the same 
opportunities as other children in the nursery. 

She does this on top of providing respite care 
at weekends for families, and supporting her 
mum with caring for her dad, who suffers 
with dementia. Abby consistently put 
others’ needs before her own, helping them 
to thrive in challenging circumstances.

PAULINE GODWIN
Pauline Godwin may be in her 80s, but that hasn’t 
diminished her passion for volunteering. Every week for 
the last 18 years, Pauline has been volunteering with 
the Eastbourne Blind Society, a group that supports 
people living with sight loss in the Eastbourne area, 
helping them feel less isolated and more confident.

GAYNOR SEDGEWICK
Gaynor started the “Save the Bandstand” campaign a couple of 
years ago to gain support to persuade the council to spend 
money on essential repairs. The local support that she received 
enabled her to achieve the objective of re-opening the 
Bandstand for open air 
concerts last year. Since then 
the momentum created from 
that initial campaign has led 
to the formation of “Friends 
of Eastbourne Seafront” with 
over 50 regular volunteers 
looking after the regular 
upkeep and tidying of the 
Seafront along with a 
“Welcome Team” to assist 
tourists and other visitors to 
explore Eastbourne and find 
whatever they want from this 
wonderful holiday destination.

Pauline Godwin with her daughter and nominator, Alison

Gaynor Sedgewick with friend and 
nominator Howard Simpson

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the tournament here in Eastbourne, 
the LTA teamed up with the Eastbourne Herald to give away 50 
tickets to deserving members of the local community.

Abby Kirsopp has been nominated for her tireless 
commitment to caring for others

ROTHESAY INTERNATIONAL EASTBOURNE
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The purpose of the review 
has been to raise the profile 
and visibility of tennis in 
Britain during the run up 
to The Championships 
at Wimbledon.

The plans the LTA have 
unveiled will offer more 
fans the opportunity to 
watch professional tennis, 
particularly women’s tennis, 
both live and on television, 
whilst ensuring that there are 
the same number of playing 
opportunities for British 
and overseas players across 
the four-week period.

The new calendar of 
professional events 
for 2025 will:

•	 See high profile events 
at the start of the season 
to ensure maximum 
visibility for tennis.

•	 Promote women’s tennis 
to a larger audience 
and raise its profile.

•	 Ensure every tournament 
venue will host both male 
and female events.

•	 While there are a number 
of changes to the 
calendar, in summary:

•	 A WTA event will return 
to London at The Queen’s 
Club for the first time 
in over 50 years.

•	 New combined event 
at Birmingham will be 
staged in the first week 
of the grass court swing.

•	 Every tournament venue, 
Queen’s, Eastbourne, 
Nottingham, Birmingham 
and Ilkley all now host 
men’s and women’s events.

The changes are an important 
step in increasing the visibility 
of our sport, particularly the 
women’s game. The staging 
of a high-profile women’s 
tour event in London for the 
first time in half a century 
will kick start interest in the 
sport at the beginning of the 
grass court season, meaning 
more public exposure for 
tennis in Britain, and more 
opportunities to inspire 
the next generation.

We’re also committed to 
protecting the geographical 
spread of our grass court 

venues and every venue will 
now host both men’s and 
women’s tennis, meaning 
more chances for fans to 
watch British players in 
action closer to them.

While being a 250 level 
WTA event means, under 
new WTA Tour rules, the 
same number of top players 
won’t be allowed to enter, 
Eastbourne has always 
punched above its weight 
in terms of player field. The 
quality of the courts and 
tennis will be exceptional as 
it always is. We enjoy a very 

close working relationship 
with the council who are a 
tremendous partner. The 
proximity to London being 
90 miles away is also very 
appealing and for all those 
reasons we were keen to 
maintain the combined 
ATP and WTA event 
there. The changes also 
only impact the women’s 
event at Eastbourne – the 
ATP tournament which has 
been won by top players like 
Novak Djokovic, Taylor Fritz 
and Alex de Minaur in recent 
years – remains unchanged. ; 

CHANGES FOR THE 2025 
GRASS COURT SEASON
During the past two years, the LTA in consultation with the All England 
Club have been reviewing the entire grass court season with the 
intention of improving the experience for fans and players.
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MOMENT IN TIME 
Francisco Cerundolo celebrates with the trophy after 
winning the men’s singles final against Tommy Paul at 
the Rothesay International Eastbourne at Devonshire 
Park on July 01, 2023. 
(Photo by Tom Dulat/Getty Images for LTA)
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100 YEARS OF THE 
WIGHTMAN CUP IN BRITAIN
With the Davis Cup and Billie Jean King Cup now at the forefront of the 
international tennis game, it’s easy to forget that in the not-so-distant past, 
another annual tennis event saw some of the world’s best players take to the 
court, and was among the most popular tickets in town – the Wightman Cup.

Opposite: 
Britain’s 1971 
Wightman 
Cup Team, 
(L-R) Christine 
Truman, Virginia 
Wade, Ann 
Jones, Joyce 
Williams, Winnie 
Shaw and Nell 
Truman, standing 
together 
beside the net 
on an outside 
court at The 
Championships 
1971. (Credit 
AELTC/Michael 
Cole)

The Wightman Cup began in 
1923, when US No.1 player 
Hazel Hotchkiss-Wightman, 
saw the popularity of the 
Davis Cup and wanted to 
stage the first international 
team event for women.

The initial concept featured 
the two strongest tennis 
nations, the USA and Great 
Britain, playing each other in 
five singles and two doubles 
matches, and after being held 

at Forest Hills in the inaugural 
year, the competition 
landed in Britian in 1924 and 
alternated every year between 
the two countries until 1989 
(missing only the war years).

Overall the US led the Brits 
51-10, with all the top players 
from each nation taking part. 
The first eight encounters 
were shared, thereafter 
the Americans dominated, 
winning all but two until 1968. 

From then until 1978, 
the competition reached 
its highpoint, with Britain 
winning four of 10 encounters 
including a memorable 
4-3 victory at Wimbledon 
in 1968 for the Brits. 

Who can forget the come 
from behind victory on a 
dramatic evening at the Royal 
Albert Hall 10 years after 
that, with the hosts winning 
again 4-3, Virginia Wade 

and Sue Barker claiming a 
three-set win over Chris 
Evert and Pam Shriver? 

Wade remembers the event 
and her time playing in the 
Wightman Cup fondly: 

“There was nothing quite like 
competing in the Wightman 
Cup. First, there was the 
enormous pride in being 
selected to represent one’s 
country. And then the 
anticipation and excitement 
about the actual event. 
1978 encompassed all those 
elements, and for once GB 
had a fair chance to beat 
the Americans, despite 
Chris Evert being their top 
player. Sue Barker and I 
were duly beaten by her, 
but we both won our other 
singles matches against 
Tracy Austin, and Michelle 
Tyler produced a sterling 
win against Pam Shriver. 

“It came down to 3 rubbers 
each and Sue and I had the 
final doubles match to play 
against Chris and Pam. Well, 
it came down to the 3rd 
set in a rocking Albert Hall, 
and I remember a wicked 
forehand winner by Sue to 
give us the whole tie, amidst 
deafening applause. Total 
euphoria! And the best 
moment in my tennis career 
after winning Wimbledon.”

To mark 100 years since 
the first hosting of 

the Wightman Cup in 
Britain, we’re thrilled that 
Devonshire Park will play 
host to a special Wightman 
Cup Centenary Celebration 
on Finals Day. A number 
of Wightman Cup alumna 
will be in attendance for a 
special Great Britain vs USA 
doubles exhibition, with 
Rosie Casals and Martina 
Navratilova as joint captains 
for the US team, with Jo 
Durie and Judy Murray 
captaining the GB side. ;

“THERE WAS THE ENORMOUS 
PRIDE IN BEING SELECTED TO 
REPRESENT ONE’S COUNTRY. 
AND THEN THE ANTICIPATION 
AND EXCITEMENT ABOUT 
THE ACTUAL EVENT”
VIRGINIA WADE

Below: The 
victorious 1978 
GB Wightman 
Cup squad of 
Anne Hobbs, 
Sue Mappin, 
Michele Tyler, 
Sue Barker and 
Virginia Wade
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ELENA 
RYBAKINA   
BORN: 17 JUNE 1999
Won her first Grand Slam title 
when she beat Ons Jabeur in 
the 2022 Wimbledon final.
Reached her second Grand Slam 
final at 2023 Australian Open and 
lost against Aryna Sabalenka.
She has been affected by injury 
and illness in 2024, but reached 
the final of two WTA 1000 
events in Qatar and Miami. 

JESSICA 
PEGULA   
BORN: 24 FEBRUARY 1994
Reached a career-high ranking of 
No.3 in October 2022, after a year 
that saw her reach the quarter-
finals of three of the four Grand 
Slams and win the Canadian Open.
She has won four WTA Tour events, 
with the most recent coming 
at the Korea Open last year.
Pegula reached the quarter-finals 
of the Rothesay International 
Eastbourne last year, losing 
against fellow American Coco 
Gauff and this is her third 
visit to this tournament.  

DANIELLE 
COLLINS  
BORN: 13 DECEMBER 1993
Returned to the top 10 of the WTA 
rankings in May after winning 22 of 
25 matches, including back-to-back 
titles in Miami and Charleston.
Her best Grand Slam run came at 
the 2022 Australian Open, where 
she lost out to Ash Barty in the final 
Achieved career-high of 
No.7 in July 2022, becoming 
American No.1 in the process.

JELENA 
OSTAPENKO  
BORN: 8 JUNE 1997
Claimed two WTA titles in 2024 
at the Upper Austria Ladies 
Linz and Adelaide International, 
taking her total to eight.
Won her maiden Grand Slam at 
the French Open in 2017 ranked 
No.47, the first unseeded player 
to win the event since 1933
Ostapenko is a two-time grass 
court champion, winning the 
Rothesay International Eastbourne 
in 2021 and she is the Rothesay 
Classic Birmingham last year.

EMMA  
RADUCANU   
BORN: 13 NOVEMBER 2002
Became the youngest British 
woman in the Open Era to reach 
the last 16 of Wimbledon in 2021.
Backed up that breakthrough 
performance by becoming the first 
player, woman or man, to come 
through qualifying and win a Grand 
Slam at the 2021 US Open.
Raducanu became the youngest 
Briton to win a Grand Slam title 
and the youngest women’s Slam 
champion since Maria Sharapova 
at Wimbledon in 2004.

KATIE  
BOULTER   
BORN: 1 AUGUST 1996
Claimed her first WTA-tour 
title last year at Rothesay Open 
Nottingham, defeating four 
Brits on the way to the crown.
Won her second WTA title and 
biggest of her career in March 
2024 winning the San Diego Open, 
beating Beatriz Haddad Maia and 
Donna Vekic on route to the title. 
The current British No. 1, she 
achieved career-high ranking of 
No.27 in March 2024, 124 places 
higher than in March 2023.

Retained her Rothesay 
Open Nottingham crown 
earlier this month.

ROTHESAY INTERNATIONAL 
PEN PORTRAITS 2024 
WOMEN JASMINE 

PAOLINI   
BORN: 4 JANUARY 1996
A finalist at the 2024 French 
Open, her run in Paris ensured 
a move into the top 10 of the 
WTA rankings for the first time.
Claimed her first WTA 
title at Portoroz Open in 
2021 as world No.87.
Secured the biggest title of her 
career earlier this year when 
she lifted the WTA 1000 Dubai 
Championships in February.

BARBORA 
KREJCIKOVA  
BORN: 18 DECEMBER 1995
A former world No.2 and has 
won 7 WTA singles titles, winning 
the Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships last year as well as 
French Open in 2021 for her first 
and only singles Grand Slam title 
Krejcikova is a ten-time Grand 
Slam doubles champion, three of 
which have come in mixed doubles 
Achieved her best grass court run 
last year at the Rothesay Classic 
Birmingham reaching the final. 

MADISON 
KEYS  
BORN: 17 FEBRUARY 1995
Won her first WTA Tour title 
here at Eastbourne in 2014, 
beating Germany’s Angelique 
Kerber in the final. 
Reached her first Grand Slam final 
at the 2017 US Open, losing against 
fellow American Sloane Stephens.
She is the defending Rothesay 
International Eastbourne 
champion after beating Daria 
Kasatkina in last year’s final. 

DARIA  
KASATKINA
BORN: 7 MAY 1997
Has reached three WTA finals in 
2024, the most in a single season 
in her career, in Charleston, 
Abu Dhabi and Adelaide
Achieved career-high ranking of 
No.8 after claiming her sixth WTA 
tour title in 2022 in Granby.
She is a two-time grass court 
finalist, reaching the finals at 
the Rothesay International 
Eastbourne last year and Rothesay 
Classic Birmingham in 2021.

LEYLAH 
FERNANDEZ   
BORN: 6 SEPTEMBER 2002
Best run at a Grand Slam came 
at the 2021 US Open, were she 
reached the final and lost against 
Britain’s Emma Raducanu. 
Has won three WTA Tour titles, 
with the most recent coming 
in Hong Kong last October. 
Helped Canada to win the Billie 
Jean King Cup last November. 

WANG XIYU   
BORN: 28 MARCH 2001
Clinched her first and only 
WTA Tour title at Guangzhou 
in September 2023.
Earned her career-high ranking 
in January 2023 reaching 
world No.49 having begun the 
previous year ranked No.128.
Career-best run at a Grand 
Slam came at the US Open in 
2022, defeating Maria Sakkari 
on her way to the third round.

NAOMI OSAKA  
BORN: 16 OCTOBER 1997
A four-time Grand Slam champion 
having won the Australian Open 
in 2019 and 2021 and the US 
Open in 2018 and 2020.
She became world No.1 for the 
first time in January 2019.
Osaka has made a successful 
comeback to tennis after giving 
birth to her first child last year.  
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FRANCISCO 
CERUNDOLO  
BORN: 13 AUGUST 1998
Broke into top 100 of the ATP 
rankings and achieved a new 
career-high ranking 11 times in 
2022. He then reached career-
high No. 23 on 29 May 2023 
after finishing runner-up in Lyon.
As World No.103 at Miami in 2022, 
he became the lowest-ranked semi-
finalist in the tournament‘s 37-year 
history and the first player to reach 
the last four in his ATP Masters 
1000 main draw debut since 
Jerzy Janowicz in Paris in 2012.
His father, Alejandro, also played 
pro tennis while his younger 
brother, Juan Manuel, won 
2021 Cordoba title. His sister, 
Constanza, played for the Argentine 
hockey team that won gold at 
the 2018 Youth Olympics.
Returning to Eastbourne 
as the defending Rothesay 
International Champion.

TAYLOR  
FRITZ  
BORN: 28 OCTOBER 1997
A former world No.1 junior won his 
fifth ATP Tour title at 2023 Delray 
Beach to achieve a career-high No.5 
and become first American in top 5 
since Roddick in September 2009.
Beat Rafael Nadal in 2022 ATP 
Masters 1000 Indian Wells 
final to become that event’s 
first American men’s champion 
since Andre Agassi in 2001.
He is a two-time champion at 
the LTA’s Rothesay International 
Eastbourne (2019 and 2022).

TOMMY  
PAUL  
BORN: 17 MAY 1997 
Former World No.3 junior achieved 
career-high No.12 in October 2023 
after becoming first American man 
to reach the Australian Open semi-
final since Andy Roddick in 2009.
Reached the quarter-finals 
at the cinch Championships 
in 2022, losing to eventual 
champion Matteo Berrettini. 
Made it through to the semi-finals 
of ATP Masters 1000 events at 
Indian Wells and Rome this year 
and won his second ATP Tour title 
at the Dallas Open in February.

MEN

JACK  
DRAPER  
BORN: 22 DECEMBER 2001
Played in his first ATP Tour final 
in Sofia last year and reached his 
second final at Adelaide in January.
Draper secured his first ATP Tour 
wins here at The Queen’s Club in 
2021, as he beat Jannik Sinner and 
Alexander Bublik to reach the cinch 
Championships quarter-finals.
Became British No.1 for the first 
time earlier this month as he moved 
past Cameron Norrie with some 
fine wins on grass in Stuttgart.

KEI  
NISHIKORI  
BORN: 29 DECEMBER 1989
Highest ranked Asian men’s 
player in history, achieving 
career-high No. 4 in 2015.
Earned biggest of 433 career 
wins over No.1 Novak Djokovic 
at the 2014 US Open to 
become first Asian Grand 
Slam men’s singles finalist.
Six-time ATP 500 champion, 
four-time ATP Masters 1000 
finalist, four-time Nitto ATP 
Finals qualifier and 2016 Rio 
Olympics bronze medallist.

JIRI  
LEHECKA  
BORN: 8 NOVEMBER 2001
Achieved career-high No.30 on 28 
August 2023 after reaching his first 
ATP Tour final in Winston-Salem. 
Best performance in a Grand Slam 
came at Wimbledon last summer, 
as he beat Francisco Cerundolo and 
Tommy Paul en-route to the last-16.
A former world No.10 junior, 
he won the 2019 Wimbledon 
boys’ doubles title with 
countryman Jonas Forejtek.

ARTHUR  
FILS  
BORN: 12 JUNE 2004
Achieved new career-high ranking 
13 times in 2023, breaking into 
top 200 in January, top 100 in 
May and top 50 in July before 
peaking at No.30 in May 2024.
Became youngest Frenchman to win 
an ATP Tour title since Gael Monfils 
in 2005, as he lifted the 2023 Lyon 
title aged 18 years and 11 months.
An outstanding junior player, 
he reached the 2021 Junior 
French Open final.

ALEXANDER 
BUBLIK   
BORN: 17 JUNE 1997
Achieved career-high No. 17 in May 
2024 after becoming the 1st ATP 
Tour champion (since ATP Tour was 
established in 1990) to come back 
from a set down in every match en 
route to his 4th title in Montpellier.
Beat five top-25 players in as 
many matches at Halle in 2023, 
including then No. 7 Andrey 
Rublev in the final, to earn the 
biggest of his four ATP Tour titles.
Reached the quarter-finals at 
Eastbourne in 2021 and 2022, 
losing against eventual champion 
Taylor Fritz in the second of 
those two tournaments.

SEBASTIAN 
BAEZ  
BORN: 28 DECEMBER 2000
Broke into the top 20 of the 
rankings to a career-high No.19 
in March 2024 after winning 
back-to-back ATP Tour titles in 
Rio de Janeiro and Santiago.
Sealed a career-best 31 wins in 
2023, highlighted by 12-match 
winning streak, winning titles in 
Kitzbuhel and Winston-Salem.
This is his second appearance at 
Eastbourne, after he was beaten by 
Tommy Paul in the last 16 last year.

ALEJANDRO 
DAVIDOVICH 
FOKINA  
BORN: 5 JUNE 1999
Best run at a Grand Slam came 
as he reached the quarter-finals 
of the 2022 French Open.
Beat Novak Djokovic at the 
Monte Carlo Masters in 2022, 
where he lost in the final 
against Stefanos Tsitsipas.
Making his third appearance 
at Eastbourne having played 
here in 2021 and 2022.

TOMAS 
ETCHEVERRY  
BORN: 18 JULY 1999
Beat Britain’s Andy Murray at the 
Australian Open in January and 
achieved his best run in a Grand 
Slam as he reached the quarter-
finals at the 2023 French Open.
This is his second appearance in 
the main draw at Eastbourne after 
he made his debut last year.
Has a dog named Roland 
Garros and he says his biggest 
off-court achievement was 
winning a 6km race as a child 
in his hometown of La Plata.
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JISKE  
GRIFFIOEN  
BORN: 17 APRIL 1985
The winner of four Grand Slam 
singles titles, with two Australian 
Open titles, one French Open 
title and she won the inaugural 
Wimbledon women’s wheelchair 
singles titles in 2016.
The winner of 16 Grand 
Slam doubles titles.
Five-time Paralympic medallist who 
won the Rio 2016 women’s singles 
and doubles gold medals and also 
has two silver and one bronze medal. 
Two-time ITF World Champion.

DANA 
MATHEWSON  
BORN: 19 DECEMBER 1990
Winner of 16 career singles titles 
and 32 career doubles titles, 
the highlight of which was the 
Wimbledon women’s doubles title in 
2016 alongside Japan’s Yui Kamiji.
Reigning Parapan American Games 
women’s singles and doubles gold 
medallist and two-time Paralympian.
Reached a career-best women’s 
singles ranking of No.7 in 2022 
and a career-best doubles ranking 
of No.4 in September 2019.

LUCY  
SHUKER  
BORN: 28 MAY 1980
British No.1 women’s singles player 
with a career-best singles world 
ranking of No.5 and a career-best 
doubles world ranking of No.3.
Two-time Paralympic women’s 
double bronze medallist at London 
2012 and Rio 2016 and women’s 
doubles silver medallist at the 
Tokyo 2020 Paralympics.
Nine-time Grand Slam doubles 
finalist seven-time medallist while 
representing Great Britain at 
the World Team Cup. Awarded 
the British Empire Medal for 
Services to Sport in 2023.

WHEELCHAIR

ALFIE  
HEWETT  
BORN: 6 DECEMBER 1997
An eight-time Grand Slam 
men’s singles champion, with 
one Australian Open title, 
three French Open titles 
and four US Open titles.
A 20-time Grand Slam doubles 
champion with fellow Britain 
Gordon Reid. They have won each of 
the four Grand Slam men’s doubles 
titles together on five occasions.
Finished 2023 as world No.1 in both 
men’s singles and men’s doubles 
for the first time to become ITF 
World Champion for the first time 
and the first wheelchair tennis 
played named on the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year shortlist.   

GUSTAVO 
FERNANDEZ  
BORN: 20 JANUARY 1994
A five-time Grand Slam men’s 
singles champion, who has won two 
Australian Open titles, two French 
Open titles and he was Wimbledon 
men’s singles champion in 2019.
A three-time Grand Slam 
men’s doubles champion, 
with one French Open title 
and two Wimbledon titles. 
A two-time ITF World Champion 
after finishing both 2017 and 
2019 as world No.1 in the 
men’s singles rankings and the 
winner of 65 career singles 
titles and 29 career doubles.

BEN  
BARTRAM  
BORN: 13 JULY 2005
The 2022 US Open junior boys’ 
singles and doubles champion and 
the winner of the 2022 Junior 
Masters boys’ singles title.
Current British No.3 with a 
career-best world No.16 in men’s 
singles, who has won six senior 
men’s singles titles and eight senior 
international doubles titles.
Named ITF and LTA Junior 
Wheelchair Tennis Player 
of the Year in 2022 and a 
member of the victorious Lexus 
GB World Team Cup Men’s 
Team in 2023 and 2024. 

SAM  
SCHRÖDER  
BORN: 25 DECEMBER 1999
A six-time Grand Slam singles 
champion, having won the last 
three Australian Open titles, 
the 2022 Wimbledon title 
and two US Open titles.
A nine-time Grand Slam doubles 
champion, having won eight of 
those titles with fellow Dutchman 
Niels Vink. Currently a three-
time US Open and French Open 
doubles champion, two time-time 
Wimbledon and one-time Australian 
Open doubles champion.
Tokyo 2020 quad doubles champion 
and quad singles silver medallist.

ANDY 
LAPTHORNE  
BORN: 11 OCTOBER 1990
A 15-time Grand Slam champion, 
including two-time US Open 
quad singles champion.
He’s won his 13 Grand Slam doubles 
titles with four different partners, 
including seven US Open, two 
French Open, two Wimbledon 
and four US Open titles.
Reigning Rothesay International 
quad singles champion and 
three-time Paralympic medallist 
(two silver, one bronze).

GREG  
SLADE  
BORN: 19 MAY 2002
British No.2 quad singles player 
behind Andy Lapthorne with a 
career-best world singles ranking 
of No.14 achieved in July 2023.
Winner of five career singles 
titles and 11 career doubles 
titles, he made his Grand Slam 
debut at Wimbledon in 2023.
Runner-up to Andy Lapthorne 
at the 2023 Rothesay 
International Eastbourne.
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CASTORE.COM

When Alfie Hewett started out on his tennis journey, 
he never imagined the story that lay ahead.

Interest in wheelchair tennis was 
modest when Hewett emerged 
as the shining star of the game, 
but that story has changed 
dramatically over the past decade.

With Hewett’s matches 
taking centre stage in front of 
huge crowds on No.1 Court 
at Wimbledon during The 
Championships over the last couple 
of years, the wheelchair game has 
been propelled to heights that have 
pushed Hewett to global stardom.

World No. 1 wheelchair tennis 
player Hewett this year was 
singles champion at both the 
Australian Open and US Open 
and runner-up in the French Open 
and Wimbledon tournaments, 
while in doubles, he claimed 
three out of the Grand Slam 
titles alongside Gordon Reid.

Here, Alfie looks back on 
his story so far and what he 
hopes is still to come.

How do you reflect on the growth 
of wheelchair tennis? It’s in a 
very different place compared 
to where it was when I started. 
In the last three to four years, 
we have seen the biggest growth 
in terms of publicity and profile 
of the wheelchair game. I feel 
like we have been given more 
opportunities in terms of the 
court we are playing on and also 
from a media perspective. It’s so 
important to have that limelight 
and exposure and the impact it 
can have of seeing me playing at 
Wimbledon in a wheelchair can be 
massive for people who may not 
have thought of playing this sport. 
I’ve spoken to a lot of people who 
have seen my Wimbledon matches 
on TV and decided to give tennis 
a go, which is fantastic to see.

What were your ambitions when 
you started? It wasn’t to become a 
Grand Slam champion or anything 
that huge. I just wanted to get 

back involved with sport and it has 
given me an amazing career. When 
you are at these big tournaments 
alongside the able-bodied players, 
you get to know them on a personal 
level and it does so much for the 
sport when they speak about what 
we do and how much they enjoy 
watching us. We are trying to 
create as many opportunities as 
possible and the people running 
tennis have opened doors for us.

You have played matches on 
No.1 Court at Wimbledon - do 
you want to be on Centre Court 
next year? I’m happy that we are 
on No.1 Court, so I’m not going 
to complain. A few years ago we 
were scrapping to get onto outside 
courts and we are making a lot 
of progress. I don’t want to put 
pressure on Wimbledon to give us 
a chance to play on Centre Court 
because we’ve had great crowds on 
No.1 Court and it has been huge for 
us to reach out to a wider audience 
and raise the profile of our sport. 
That’s why I train so hard and why I 
play tennis. Maybe one day we will 
be on Centre Court and that would 
be a dream, but we are grateful for 
the opportunities coming our way.

The Wimbledon singles title is the 
one Grand Slam you have yet to 
win. Is that the goal for 2024? 
Of course I think about it. Only 
about ten times a day! It is a goal 
of mine and everyone knows I want 
to win it. I have been so close to 
winning it and I’ve got to take the 
confidence and belief that I have 
built up on grass to try and get 
over the line. The focus is to make 
sure you are fit and ready when 
Wimbledon comes around. >

ALFIE’S BIG DREAM
ROTHESAY INTERNATIONAL EASTBOURNE

31Devonshire Park | 22 - 29 June 2024

EA
ST

BO
UR

NE
 E

AS
TB

OU
RN

E 
EA

ST
BO

UR
NE

 E
AS

T-
BO

U



KATIE’S DREAM YEAR
As Katie Boulter stepped onto court for her first match at the Rothesay Open Nottingham 
last June, she could not have dreamed about what lay in wait for her over the following year. 

Boulter’s grass court season had already served 
up a notable milestone in her career, with her 
run to the semi-finals of the Lexus Surbiton 
Trophy a week before her trip to Nottingham 
securing her enough ranking points to 
become the British No.1 for the first time. 

In doing so, she became the 23rd woman to 
top the domestic rankings since 1975 and the 
confidence that status brought inspired a series 
of impressive displays on the Nottingham grass 
courts as she lifted her first WTA Tour title. 

A run to the third round at Wimbledon 
cemented her rankings rise and gave Boulter 
opportunities to play in tournaments 
that were previously out of reach. 

That gave a player who has been striving for 
this level of success for a decade to press 
the accelerator pedal in her career and 
she has done just that over the last year. 

A third round appearance at the US Open 
last September was her best showing in 
New York and she carried her momentum 

forward in impressive fashion in 2024, 
winning her first WTA 500 title at the 
San Diego Open - defeating five top 50 
players including a 5-7, 6-2, 6-2 victory 
over Marta Kostyuk in the final. 

Boulter then backed that up by retaining 
her Rothesay Open Nottingham title 
earlier this month, with impressive wins 
against Britain’s Emma Raducanu in the 
semi-finals and a victory against former 
Wimbledon finalist Karolina Pliskova in the 
final highlighting her prowess on grass.

“I’m not entirely sure if I am dreaming 
or this has happened,” said Boulter after 
she retained her Nottingham title.

“This really means everything. I’ve 
been working so hard with my team. I 
went through a tough patch during the 
clay court swing, but I’m back on the 
green stuff and absolutely loving it.

“All the British players love playing in front 
of our fans and we are so lucky to have this 

grass court swing on home soil. It’s been 
great to see so many of our players doing 
so well and hopefully we can continue it 
into Eastbourne and onto Wimbledon.”

Boulter’s break into the top 30 of the WTA 
Rankings has allowed her to be seeded 
in top level tour events for the first time 
in her career and she has adapted well 
to a level of success that is all the more 
rewarding given the number of years that 
she has put in to make this breakthrough. 

“Last year’s grass court season was massive 
for me as I got a lot of wins and it gave 
me a chance to push on,” said Boulter. 

“I feel like I have grown a lot and I just want to 
consolidate my ranking and prove that I can 
get wins against these girls week in, week out. 

“I didn’t really do that when I got inside 
the top 100 the first time, but now 
is my moment to really push on. 

“I’ve built a solid base now. It’s taken me a long 
time, probably longer than a lot of people, but 
I I’m in a position to springboard off this base. 

“In every sport, it’s going to take time 
to build something. I’ve played the long 
game and had to dig myself out of a few 
holes to get to where I am now.” 

Confidence and self-belief are commodities 
tennis players cannot acquire from 
hours practising and after a year that 
took Boulter’s career to previously 
unchartered territory, she is back on  
grass and dreaming of more glory. >R The winning moment

BRITISH  
NO.1 

PLAYERS 
SINCE 

1975
Virginia Wade

Sue Barker
Jo Durie

Annabel Croft
Anne Hobbs
Sara Gomer

Monique Javer
Sarah 

Loosemore
Clare Wood

Lizzie Jelfs
Rachel Viollet

Sam Smith
Louise Latimer

Julie Pullin
Lucie Ahl

Elena Baltacha
Anne 

Keothavong
Katie O’Brien

Heather Watson
Laura Robson

Johanna Konta
Emma 

Raducanu
Katie Boulter  
(since 12.06.23)

R Katie celebrates with her Grandad
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Roger Federer, Serena Williams, Rafael Nadal 
and Novak Djokovic became sporting giants 
who transcended tennis, with the longevity of 
their success adding to their auras.

Their enduring presence in the final stages of 
Grand Slam events allowed them to build a 
global presence that will be hard to match, but 
tennis is fortunate to fresh batch of players 
ready to take centre stage.

Carlos Alcaraz, Iga Swiatek, Coco Gauff and 
Jannik Sinner have painted enchanting stories 
on tennis courts around the world in the last 
year, with the inspiration that has inspired 
more to follow in their footsteps.

A golden era in tennis may have reached a 
natural conclusion, but what comes next could 
be even more thrilling.

Tennis has lived through a glorious two decades dominated by a handful of 
legendary champions and now we are stepping into an exciting new era that 
will serve up fresh set of champions.

ALCARAZ AND SINNER  
MAKE THEIR MARK
“I was never worried about what would happen 
when the ‘Big 3’ went. People said the same 
things before Roger Federer came along 
and then we had Rafael Nadal and Novak 
Djokovic soon after. There is always a new 
champion. Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner 
are so exciting to watch. They seem to enjoy 
playing as much as we enjoy watching them.”

The views of former British No.1 Laura 
Robson’s are echoed by tennis fans around 
the world who have witnessed some 
sensational sporting moments from the 
two most talked about young players in 
the men’s game over the last 12 months.

Alcaraz arrived at The Queen’s Club in 
London last June admitting his expectations 
on grass courts were limited, yet he 
finished the summer as a winner of the 
LTA’s cinch Championships and, famously, 
as Wimbledon champion after a thrilling 
win against Novak Djokovic in the final.

Alcaraz has backed up that success with some 
thrilling performances in 2024, including 
a hugely impressive win at the ATP 1000 
tournament at Indian Wells in March.

Sinner’s rise has been even more meteoric, 
as his pivotal contribution to Italy’s Davis 
Cup win last November was backed 
up by his first Grand Slam triumph at 
the Australian Open in January.

“A new generation is here already,” believes 
Djokovic. “We’ve been saying this for 
years that we can expect that moment 
to come when you have a kind of shift of 
generations and it is happening now.”

YOUNG GUNS FIRING
Teenage stars have created some 
of the most captivating stories in 
tennis over the last year, with Mirra 
Andreeva leading the way as she made 
it through to the last-16 of last year’s 
Wimbledon Championship with some 
dynamic performances.

Czech teenager Linda Noskova has 
also caught the eye in 2024, with her 
memorable win against world No.1 
Swiatek at the Australian Open in 
January highlighting her potential. 

In the men’s game, Ben Shelton’s 
emergence was amplified when he 
became America’s No.1 player earlier 
this year, while Brazil’s Joao Fonseca 
and France’s Arthur Fils are being 
tipped to be champions of the future.

Britain also has high hopes of new 
stars emerging, with Jack Draper 
eager to make up for his absence from 
last year’s grass court season due to 
injury and 2023 Wimbledon Boys’ 
Singles champion Henry Searle striving 
to make his mark after impressive 
performances at junior level.

S
Emma 
Raducanu, 
2021 US 
Open 
winner

CLASS OF THE 2000s
“I feel like the new generation is definitely 
dominating. It’s a strong generation. We 
knew the group in 2002 was strong, and 
I think part of it helped us push each 
other growing up in juniors. We all had to 
compete with each other and strive on.”

The words of Britain’s Emma Raducanu 
highlighted the impressive collection of young 
stars making their mark in the women’s game, 
with her iconic victory at the 2021 US Open 
one of many moments that symbolised a 
changing of the guard in the women’s game.

Raducanu’s 2021 US Open final against 
fellow teenager Leylah Fernandez captured 
huge global television audiences, with 
the emergence of two young superstars 
of tennis a story that enchanted and 
fascinated sports fans in equal measure.

Injuries have hampered Raducanu’s progress 
over the last year, when world No.1 Iga 
Swiatek from Poland has grown into her role 
as the leading player in the women’s game. 

Still only 22, the player who has topped the 
WTA Rankings with impressive consistency 
since Ashleigh Barty’s retirement in 
March 2022, Swiatek took on the mantle 
of becoming world No.1 and her success 
at the top level of the game confirms 
she has embraced the challenge.

It has also been a breakthrough 12 months 
for America’s Coco Gauff, who has got used 
to dealing with the glare of the spotlight 
since she beat her idol Venus Williams on 
Wimbledon’s Centre Court at the age of 15.

Gauff’s US Open win last September  
had an impact that revived memories of 
Raducanu’s success in the same tournament 
two years earlier, with the 20-year-
old American one to watch during this 
summer’s British grass court season.
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Olivia Smart first played tennis at the Falkirk Lawn Tennis Club aged seven - and 
now she is inspiring the next generation to find their passion for tennis.

Fast forward little more than 
twelve years and the Edinburgh 
University fresher is the youngest 
LTA Tennis Coach (Level 3) 
qualified coach in Scotland, 
running a coaching programme 
at the newly-refurbished 
Zetland Park and Dollar Park 
tennis courts and other venues 
alongside managing her Business 
and Enterprise degree.

Smart’s journey in coaching 
started in 2019 at 15, but for the 
19-year-old it wasn’t until after the 
Covid pandemic hit that she admits 
having “really got the bug for it.”

“It wasn’t until I was finishing 
my LTA Instructor (Level 2) 
that it really hit me that I’d 
be able to begin delivering my 
own group coaching sessions,” 
added Smart. “After that I 
applied and started to deliver 
sessions through Falkirk Council, 
which was a great opportunity 
that gave me the opportunity 
to coach independently.”

Following a fully competitive 
tender process, Falkirk Council 
appointed Olivia Smart Tennis 
Coaching as the official coaching 
provider at Dollar Park, which along 
with Zetland Park, is benefitting 
from a £32,500 transformation 
as part of the Park Tennis 
Project, a £30 million investment 
supported by the LTA Tennis 
Foundation, delivered by the LTA, 
to rejuvenate public tennis courts.

For Smart, who markets her 
tennis coaching enterprise on 
Facebook and Instagram, the 
last few years have been about 
grabbing opportunities to both 
further her skills and grow 
her coaching credentials.

“Tennis Scotland have been a 
great help, making sure I have 
access to all of the professional 
development programmes and 
sessions they are running, linking 
me to local clubs and tennis venues, 
and helping me access grants 
that make it cheaper for me to 
further my education as a coach.”

Olivia’s example highlights the 
exciting career and part-time 
roles on offer if you sign up for 
a qualification within the LTA’s 
coach education pathway. There 
is an award for every type of 
coaching role, and the pathway 
spans tennis and Padel.

The LTA Assistant Course (Level 
1) is ideal for tennis parents, 
enthusiasts or keen players 
looking for the knowledge and 
skills to support group coaching 
sessions, alongside a lead coach.

The next stage of the coaching 
pathway, the LTA Instructor 
(Level 2) course, is just a five-day 
qualification, with online study 
on top. This course is the gateway 
to a role or career in coaching, 
with learners getting access to 
tactical development methods, 
and technical development tools, 
as well as being introduced to 
fundamental coaching frameworks 
to ensure they are ready to run 
quality group-based coaching. 
This award is available in both 
tennis and Padel specialisms.

With tennis participation booming, 
there has never been a more 
exciting time to get involved.

For more information on how 
you can get into coaching, 
scan the QR code

THE COACHING PATHWAY
ROTHESAY INTERNATIONAL EASTBOURNE
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Proud to  
partner with top 
British women’s 
tennis player  
Jodie Burrage



TRANSFORMING 
COMMUNITIES AND 
INSPIRING FUTURES: 
THE HEART OF TENNIS 
IN EASTBOURNE
With the Rothesay International in Eastbourne swinging into action, and 
a growing demand for access to tennis courts, communities across Britain 
are witnessing a transformation of their local park tennis courts. 

What were once overlooked spaces are 
being revitalised and providing opportunities 
for people to pick up a racket and play, 
with five situated in Eastbourne.

The Park Tennis Project, a landmark 
£30million investment supported by the LTA 
Tennis Foundation, delivered by the LTA, is 
making a significant impact by rejuvenating 
public tennis courts and supporting a renewed 
passion for tennis within communities. 
With a substantial investment, 3,000 
courts will be transformed, ensuring 
welcoming and accessible facilities for 
people to play, no matter their age, 
gender, background, or ability. 

A primary focus of the project is to engage 
people of all backgrounds and allow them 
to pick up a racket and embrace tennis as a 
fun and active lifestyle choice. Prior to this 
investment, 45% of park courts across Britain 
were in a very poor or unplayable condition. 

This unprecedented investment is ensuring 
the courts in the worst condition are 
refurbished to bring them back to life, with 
the introduction of gate access technology 
and online booking to make it easier for 
everyone to pick up a racket and get on 
court. This helps to tackle one of the main 
barriers to people playing tennis, which is 
finding and booking somewhere to play. 

Huge progress has been made. 2000 courts 
have now been transformed, bringing them 
back to a high standard for the enjoyment of 
local communities up and down the country. 

The LTA is on track to complete the project 
by the end of the summer, working with local 
authorities from Eastbourne to Inverness 
to help provide opportunities for many 
more people to pick up a racket. The aim is 
to get over 500,000 more people playing 
tennis in their local park every year. 

This is a key way in which the LTA is 
delivering its vision of ‘Tennis Opened Up’, 
transforming communities through tennis 
by making the sport welcoming, enjoyable 
and inspiring to everyone – regardless 
of their age, background, or ability. 

In Eastbourne alone, a total investment 
of over £104,000 has brought five park 
courts back to life, making tennis more 
accessible to the community. Meanwhile 
across Sussex, we’ve transformed 141 
park courts through the project, bringing 
them back into long-term sustainable 
use, and providing more opportunities 
for children and adults to be active. 

These refurbished courts provide the local 
Eastbourne residents the opportunity to 
pick up a racket and access to tennis and 
there is no better time to get on court than 
during the sunshine months of summer.

Included as part of the project is Barclays 
Free Park Tennis, a free, weekly session 
in parks led by local volunteers, giving 
you the chance to meet new people and 
practice your skills. For competitive players 
who would like to be challenged, there is 
Barclays Local Tennis Leagues, whether 
you are a beginner or advanced, you can 
meet new people, power up your game 
and compete in a park court nearby. >

BOOK A 
COURT

Scan the QR code to book your local court. 
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Working throughout Great Britain, we 
focus on underserved communities and 
under-represented groups, ensuring we 
reach those who face the biggest barriers 
to sport and who can benefit the most. 

We partner and work with experts who are 
embedded within communities, ensuring the 
biggest impact is achieved for beneficiaries. 

How we make an impact 

Supporting organisations

•	 Financially supporting and collaborating 
with charities and organisations 
embedded within their communities, 
who use tennis as a force for good. 

•	 Enabling communities and schools

•	 Funding expertise and equipment 
to make tennis accessible to all.  

Developing facilities

•	 Improving access to tennis by developing, 
often neglected, facilities and courts.   

LTA TENNIS 
FOUNDATION
The LTA Tennis Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through tennis. 
We want to ensure that every child, young person, and adult can 
access the unique and life-changing benefits that tennis offers.

“The grant from the LTA Tennis Foundation 
will prove transformational for so many lives 
in our local area. We want to make sure 
everybody has access to quality tennis provision, 
and healthy meals during school holidays” 
Founder, Playpoint Sports, funded 
by the LTA Tennis Foundation

You can support the LTA Tennis 
Foundation today!

To help us to reach more people and improve 
more lives through tennis, the Foundation 
needs to raise the funds that enable us to 
support the great charities, organisations 
and programmes that we partner with. 

You can support the Foundation today by:

Entering the raffle: Visit the LTA Tennis 
Foundation booth or keep an eye out for 
our roaming raffle sellers, to buy a ticket to 
our event raffle with all money raised going 
to the LTA Tennis Foundation. Tickets cost 
£5 and prizes include tickets to the 2025 
championships, signed shirts by GB tennis 
stars and a Dunlop FX Team racket. 

Donating: Text LTATF to 70450 to donate 
£5 to the LTA Tennis Foundation, or you 
can make a donation of any size at the LTA 
Tennis Foundation booth. Just £5 could 
purchase vital equipment for an inclusive 
tennis session, helping to enable disabled 
children and young people to play tennis.

Texts will cost the donation amount plus 
one standard network rate message, and 
you’ll be opting into hearing more from 
us. If you would like to donate but don’t 
wish to hear more from us, please text 
LTATFNOINFO to 70450 instead. >

Bright Ideas for Tennis is a UK 
charity who has been awarded 
a grant from the LTA Tennis 
Foundation for I Play 30. 

I Play 30 is a programme which delivers 
inclusive tennis sessions for children, 
young people and adults with learning, 
sensory and physical disabilities.

In England, there are currently 12.2 million 
disabled people, and 77% of them would 
like to be more active, but there is a lack of 
inclusive opportunities, making the need for 
programmes such as I Play 30 even higher. 

Bright ideas for Tennis connect tennis venues 
with Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
schools, and community support groups in 
their local area forming a partnership to deliver 
free weekly 1 hour tennis sessions. One of 
these venues is in St Leonard’s on Sea where 
pupils from St Mary’s School and College, 
Bexhill will take part in tennis who would not 
normally have the opportunity to do so. 

One participant said: “The tennis sessions 
are lots of fun and it’s nice to learn new 
skills with my friends. We look forward 
to going every week and the coach 
makes it challenging and enjoyable.” 

The Bright Ideas for Tennis team delivers 
disability awareness training to the tennis 
venue coach(es) and volunteers to equip 
them with the essential knowledge and skills 
necessary to empower them to deliver the 
inclusive tennis sessions with full confidence. 

Danny Sapsford, Charity Manager at Bright 
Ideas for Tennis said: “The LTA Tennis 
Foundation grant has had a huge impact on our 
ability to expand I Play 30 and enrich the lives 
of over 70,000 children, young people and 
adults across the country. It is fantastic to 
see so many people benefiting from, and 
having access to, tennis. It’s the highlight 
of the week for some many of them.” 

Scan the QR code today to donate £5 to 
help improve more lives through tennis.  >

PROGRAMME SPOTLIGHT: 

BRIGHT IDEAS
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The padel boom is continuing to gather momentum across Great Britain, with up to 
150,000 active players now playing the sport regularly.

Padel is a sport that is easy to learn and very 
sociable, allowing players of all ages and skill 
levels to play together on an enclosed court that 
is roughly one-third the size of a tennis court. 

You don’t need any prior experience playing 
tennis or any other sport; all you need is a 
bat and a doubles partner to get started!

The LTA took over governance of padel 
in 2019 and has since then embarked 
on a journey to integrate build, grow and 
upscale the sport across Great Britain. 

In that time the LTA has invested 
£6million to develop infrastructure and 
increase participation in this country. 

Over the past five years, we have seen 
a surge in new padel courts around the 
country with the 50 courts that were in 
place in 2019 now boosted to over 350, 
with participation growing from 6,000 
players up to 150,000 in 2024. 

In addition, the LTA hosted a record number 
of competitions in 2023, with over 200 
events being delivered across Great Britain.

As the sport has continued to grow in 
Britain and infrastructure continues to 
improve, heads are starting to turn to the 
elite level of the game and the British 
stars competing on the world stage. 

The top male and female players from 
Great Britain, including number one 
players Tia Norton and Christian Medina 
Murphy, will be vying for the title at the 

FIP European Padel Championships, which 
will take place in Italy later this summer.

In October, the World Championships 
will be played, which is a great opportunity 
for our GB teams to compete against 
the top teams in the world.

Tom Murray, LTA Head of Padel said “It’s 
great to see padel continue to grow in this 
country. British players are winning titles both 
domestically at events sanctioned by the LTA 
across Great Britain, as well as internationally. 

“It’s an exciting time for the sport as its set to 
grow to new heights over the coming years, 
with even greater infrastructure investment, 
a growing workforce and a major boast in 
participation. We’ll do all we can to drive this 
change and drive the sport to the next level.”

Over the next three years, the LTA 
maintain its focus on facilitating the growth 
of places to play, actions to grow and 
diversify the padel coaching workforce, 
and implementing a performance pathway 
that supports current players and paves 
the way for the next generation. 

The LTA will also look to invest in increasing 
the visibility of padel, driving greater awareness 
of the sport and explore opportunities for 
professional events in Great Britain. >
To find your nearest court, check out our court 
directory, or to get involved in one of the 
fastest growing sports in the world, visit  
www.lta.org.uk/play/ways-to-play/
padel/ or scan the QR code.



UNLOCK MORE 
ADVANTAGE BENEFITS

Advantage is the LTA’s membership 
for tennis and padel fans and players 
– giving you everything you need 
to follow, play and compete. 

As an Advantage member, you get 
access to a whole host of benefits 
in addition to the LTA Advantage 
Wimbledon Ballot and priority ticket 
access to LTA tournaments – including: 

•	 Exclusive player interviews, 
behind-the-scenes videos 
and match analysis

•	 Book and view your court 
and course bookings 

•	 Share and track all your match 
stats with My Game technology 

•	 Exclusive discounts on LTA 
partners, including Dunlop 
and Castore

•	 Enter prize draws and 
giveaways to win 
money-can’t-buy 
experiences 

Find out more 
about Advantage, 
the different types 
of membership and 
how you can make 
the most of the 
exclusive benefits 
– visit www.lta.org.
uk/advantage/ or 
scan the QR code

LTA ADVANTAGE:  
YOUR TICKET TO THE 2025 
GRASS COURT SEASON
An LTA Advantage membership is your key to the 2025 British grass court season.

With an Advantage Fan+ or Compete 
membership you will get exclusive entry to 
the LTA Advantage Wimbledon Ballot as 
well as priority ticket access to all the biggest 
tournaments taking place in Great Britain as 
part of our new calendar for 2025. 

Ever dreamt of seats on Centre Court? 
Soaking up the atmosphere on Henman 
Hill? Or being a part of history at The 
Championships, Wimbledon? Fan+ and 
Compete members can opt in to the LTA 
Advantage Wimbledon Ballot for a chance to 
buy tickets for Wimbledon 2025.

You can also secure the best seats to The 
LTA London Championships at the Queens 
Club, Rothesay International Eastbourne, 
Rothesay Classic Birmingham, Rothesay 
Open Nottingham, Lexus Ilkley Trophy, Lexus 
British Open Wheelchair Championships and 
even home ties at the Davis Cup and Billie 
Jean King Cup. Your membership will give 
you the chance to purchase tickets to all LTA 
tournaments before they go on general sale.

Upgrade your Advantage membership to 
find out more about the LTA Advantage 
Wimbledon Ballot and priority ticket access.

Scan the 
QR code to 
Upgrade
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Tom runs a creative agency alone. 

He does most of the work himself and  
occasionally works with freelancers.

Historically, he had always worked from home.

He missed working with other people.

He also wanted to grow his business.  
So he joined FOUNDRY.

Since joining, he has increased his turnover  
by 23%, purely with work from connections  
he has made in FOUNDRY.

COWORKING  •  DEDICATED DESKS  •  PRIVATE OFFICES  •  FREE TEA & COFFEE  •  BEER & CIDER  •  GOOD VIBES

Search ‘FOUNDRY EASTBOURNE’ or visit foundryuk.com
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PERFORMANCE 
MATTERS 
WITH MICHAEL BOURNE

Over the last year, performances from British players at the highest 
levels of the sport – professional and junior, tennis and wheelchair 
tennis - have been among the strongest we have seen for a long time. 

48 49

As a national governing body, there are two 
ongoing aims for our performance programme: 

Firstly, we’re always trying to support more players 
to go on the performance journey towards playing 
elite level tennis. We want as many young people 
as we can, from all corners of the country, enjoying 
the game and aspiring to reach the elite end of 
tour tennis and representing their country. 

Second, for players already at the elite end of 
the professional game, we want to continually 
improve the support we offer to enable them to 
occupy that elite level for as long as possible.

For our first goal, we’ve taken the time to examine 
our junior pathway from the national academies 
right down to looking at the 10 and under level. 
How we support those players to progress 
from county and 10U programme engagement 
through to our Regional Player Development 
Centres and onto the International Junior 
stage is something we’re continually focused on 
making annual improvements, as we look bring 
through the next generation of pro players.

What’s promising is we’re starting to see more 
and more British junior success. In 2023, Henry 
Searle won the boys’ singles at Wimbledon, 
the first winner in more than 50 years; Mark 
Ceban won the prestigious Les Petits As event in 
Tarbes; and Hannah Klugman won the 18U girls’ 
singles at the Orange Bowl in Florida. We’ve also 
had real success in junior team competitions, 
including winning two Tennis Europe Winter Cups 
at Boys U14 and Girls U12 level and finishing 
third at the Junior Billie Jean King Cup. Great 
Britain also won the junior title at the Wheelchair 
Tennis World Team Cup, and Dahnon Ward won 

the US Open wheelchair junior boys title, the 
second British player to do so in succession. 

For our second goal, we continue to 
identify how we can add value to the 
programmes of our existing elite players. 

We have further developed our female athlete 
support offer to include pre-season female athlete 
health-specific screening opportunities such 
as breast and bone health, sports gynaecology 
and we are introducing sports bra fitting. In 
2024 we will also be communicating our first 
performance player pregnancy policy. 

We are investing further in the National Tennis 
Centre in Roehampton. Working with Hawkeye 
for the past year, we are developing a game 
insights support service for coaches and players 
and are in the process of installing a full Hawkeye 
system, optimising our technical development 
service offer to players and coaches including the 
ability to compare between training and match 
performances.This will be one of only three 
permanent Hawkeye installations in the world. 

Not to forget the basics, we are going to be 
adding a new Red Plus clay court to the centre 
this summer to complement the four clay 
surfaces already in place and provide more 
capacity to our players in a year when the 
Olympics and Paralympics are on clay. This will 
also give us the opportunity to further stress test 
the new court technology and its suitability for 
optimal clay court practice in Great Britain. 

Whatever we do behind the scenes, our 
primary focus is to support British players to 
maximise their potential and be as well prepared 
as they can be on the match courts. >

PERFORMANCE COMPETITIONS 
CALENDAR: A CHANCE TO SHINE
Across Britain, rising stars of British tennis have 
once again had the opportunity to progress on 
both the domestic and international stage thanks 
to the LTA Performance Competitions Calendar.

Designed to give players of all ages more 
opportunities to progress, the calendar features 
a total of 40 weeks of ranking competition, 
from 10U junior tournaments to an expanded 
Lexus LTA British Tour all the way up to ITF 
World Tour events, staged across the country. 

Among these events, the biggest women’s tennis 
tournament in Britain outside of the grass court 
season will be staged in October, with the Lexus 
GB Pro Series returning to Shrewsbury.

The tournament, an ITF W100 event, has 
featured a host of established and burgeoning 
British players and some of the biggest names 
in the game over the last two years. 

Last year alone, teenager Hannah Klugman 
became the youngest player to come through 
qualifying at an event of this level - taking that 
record off Coco Gauff - before going on to reach 
the quarter-finals, and Amarni Banks went on 
a captivating run to the final. While Billie Jean 
King Cup winner and an Olympic silver medallist 
Viktorija Golubic pipped Amarni Banks to the 
title in front of a sell-out crowd, and Marketa 
Vondrousova won the title in 2022 before going on 
to lift the singles’ title at Wimbledon last summer.

Dave Courteen, The Shrewsbury Club’s managing 
director, said: “It’s fantastic for the town and the 
county that the LTA and ITF want to continue 
to bring an event of this stature to a relatively 
small town compared to others that host this 
level of event on the worldwide tennis circuit.

“The DMOS People Arena was sold out for Finals 
Day and it was the biggest crowd we’ve ever had, so 
it was wonderful to see so many people here. The 
support proves there is a real demand in Shropshire 
from people wanting to watch high-quality tennis.”

Tournaments such as that held in Shrewsbury, that 
not only take world class tennis to new locations 
but also give players more opportunities to play 
more often on home soil outside of the British 
summer, are vital for helping to bring through 
the next generation of British talent. 2023 saw 
134 British players lift titles across pro and junior 
level events held as part of the Performance 
Competitions Calendar, and with Brits already 
lifting silverware so far in 2024, players are taking 
the opportunity when given the chance to shine. >

To find out more and to secure 
your seats at this year’s Lexus 
GB Pro Series Shrewsbury, 
scan the QR code or visit 
worldtennistourshrewsbury.com

British Junior Hannah Klugman



The Lexus Great Britain Billie Jean King Cup team 
will take on two-time former champions Germany in 
the opening round of the 2024 Finals, with captain 
Anne Keothavong relishing the chance to lead 
her team at La Cartuja Stadium in Seville, Spain, 
from Tuesday 12 to Wednesday 20 November.

Great Britain secured 
their place in the Finals 
after a thrilling win against 
France in April, as Emma 
Raducanu won two singles 
matches and Katie Boulter 
added the other win to seal 
a memorable 3-1 victory at 
Le Chaudron in Le Portel.

“It’s going to take a lot of 
work to try and wipe this 
smile off my face,” said 
captain Anne Keothavong 
after the win in France. “The 
atmosphere was just rocking, 
but Katie and Emma came 
to play and put in some 
fantastic performances 
against tough opposition. 

“I’m just so chuffed for the 
team. We came here and 
we knew it was going to be 
difficult. But we came, we 
performed, and we’re all 
leaving with a big smile.

“It’s incredible because 
two years ago we were the 
host nation of the Finals. 
We were the wildcard 
entry but we still made the 
semifinals and that was 
a fantastic week for the 
team, but on this occasion, 
we’ve qualified ourselves. 

“The players have done 
it, the team have worked 
together really well, and we 
deserve our spot there.

“That’s where I believe this 
team belongs. The girls are all 
hungry to go out there and 
perform. They’ve got a lot of 
things to do before then, but 
why not, it’s all to play for.”

A straight knock-out format 
will be in place for the 
finals, with a match against 
top seeds and defending 
champions Canada awaiting 

in the quarter-finals for 
Great Britain if they can 
get past Germany.

“Germany are an experienced 
team with players we’re 
all familiar with and who 
our British players have 
had matches and wins 
against,” added Keothavong. 
“No matches will be 
straightforward but we’re 
excited as a team to be 
involved in the Finals and 
we’ll give it our all as always.”

Great Britain and Germany 
have faced each other six 
times in the competition,  
with the Brits leading the 
head-to-head 4-2.

Their last meeting was in 1985 
where Great Britain ran out 
3-0 winners thanks to victories 
from Jo Durie, Annabelle 
Croft and Anne Hobbs. >
For information on how 
you can cheer on the Great 
Britain team in Seville in 
November, visit www.lta.org.
uk/fan-zone/gb-teams/billie-
jean-king-cup/match-centre/ 
or click on the QR code here:

The Brits have been drawn in Group D, which will once again return to 
Manchester’s AO Arena later this year.

The team will compete across the week in a 
round-robin group with Canada, Finland and 
Argentina. The top two nations in the group 
will progress to the final 8 in Malaga between 
19-24 November.

Lexus GB Davis Cup captain and Head of 
Men’s Tennis at the LTA Leon Smith said: “We 
were expecting a tough challenge whatever 
group we were drawn in. With Canada as 
2022 champs, Finland made semis last year 
and Argentina won the title in 2016 and have 
good depth in their team. But we also have 
very good players and have proven time and 
again we can deliver as a team. So it’s a fairly 
even group on paper.

“Our team are really excited to be going back 
to Manchester where we had such amazing 
support and this makes a massive difference 
when it comes to getting GB over the line.”

Last year, the Brits defeated Australia, 
Switzerland and France to finish top of 

Group B but eventually lost out in 
the quarter-finals to Serbia. 
The Lexus GB Davis Cup 
team are one of two wild 
card teams to gain automatic 

qualification for the Finals 
Group Stage.

Canada were crowned Davis Cup champions 
for the first time back in 2022 and come into 
this year’s event as the third seeded nation. 
They reached the Final 8 again last season but 
narrowly lost to Finland 2-1 in the quarter-
finals. The Canadian side defeated Korea 
Republic 3-1 in their qualifying tie earlier this 
year to secure a spot in the Finals.

Finland head to Manchester off the back of 
its best Davis Cup performance in 2023 after 
reaching the semi-finals for the first time. 
They beat former champions Croatia, USA 
and Canada en route to the semis, where they 
lost to Australia. Off the back of a 3-1 win 
over Portugal in their Qualifier, the Finnish 
side will be ones to watch again.

Four-time champions Argentina complete 
Group D having missed out on a place in the 
Finals last year. In February, they clinched a 
3-2 victory over Kazakhstan to reestablish 
themselves among the top sides in the world. 
Argentina and Great Britain last faced each 
other in the semi-finals back in 2016 where 
the South Americans won 3-2 in Glasgow.>

Tickets and hospitality 
packages on sale now:  
scan the QR code 

DAVIS CUP RETURNS 
TO MANCHESTER
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Every player that graces the courts this summer, from the Lexus Surbiton Trophy all 
the way through to The Championships, Wimbledon, started their journey as a young 
boy or girl picking up a racket for the first time. Given the opportunity, those children 
have gone on to star on the biggest stage in the sport and inspire millions of others. 

KIDS ON COURT:  
THE IMPACT 
OF LTA YOUTH

It is our job to ensure that 
every child across Britain, 
no matter their background, 
has the opportunity to get 
on court and experience 
everything our sport has 
to offer. That is where 
LTA Youth comes in.

LTA Youth is the flagship 
junior programme, bringing 
together all of our expertise 
and drive to help children get 
involved in tennis, whether 
they want to try it in school 
or want to push themselves in 
competition. It connects all 
tennis activity for juniors so 
that the offer looks and feels 
the same, whether a child is 
playing in a school, park or 
club, helping create a simple 
and clear route into tennis 
for players and their parents.

LTA Youth Schools is the 
programme to help more 
schools deliver more tennis 
to more children, designed 
to be as impactful as possible 
both for students and their 

teachers. The programme 
offers free teacher training, 
PE activities and content 
specifically created to develop 
traits like perseverance, 
resilience and respect which 
complement the PSHE 
curriculum, whilst helping 
to deal with the challenge 
of how to boost physical 
activity among children and 
young people. Thanks to 
the LTA Tennis Foundation, 

each school that completes 
training receives a £250 
voucher, which can be 
used either for 10 hours of 
LTA accredited coaching 
or tennis equipment.

LTA Youth Schools is just 
one of several success 
stories from the wider 
LTA Youth programme. 

March this year marked one 
year since the LTA teamed up 
with Prime Video to launch 
Prime Video LTA Youth Girls, 
a new coaching programme 
to inspire thousands of girls 
to pick up a racket and start 
playing tennis. To date, the 
programme has seen over 
6000 girls start to play 
tennis, and 500 coaches 
have been trained to deliver 
Prime Video LTA Youth 
Girls sessions – addressing 
some of the barriers girls 
face when coming into 
sport and creating the best 
environments to help girls 
thrive on the tennis court.

Across the country there 
are now 20 clubs and 
venues that have achieved 
LTA Youth ‘Recognised 
Venue’ status. These venues 
have demonstrated that 
they are committed to 
delivering an excellent 
junior programme that 
offers high quality coaching 
and regular competitive 
opportunities for young 
players. The recognition is 
not only a reward for all their 
efforts, but can be used as 
a key tool to promote their 
venue, attract more players 
and grow even further.

For those young players 
looking for competition, 
2023 was a bumper year 
for more than 71,000 
children across 841 venues 
taking part in the LTA 
Youth Team Challenge, the 
fun competition designed 

for junior tennis players. 
More widely, there were 
more events than ever for 
juniors to get involved in, 
with more than 6,000 LTA 
Youth Local Tour events 
in 2023, and over 4000 
teams entered in LTA Youth 
leagues for summer 2023. 

Taken together, the impact 
of LTA Youth has been huge 
for junior participation in 
Britain. Weekly participation 
among four to 15-year-olds 
is at its highest level since 
records began, with just 
over 600,000 taking to 
Britain’s courts every week, 
while insight from teachers 
registered to our schools 
programme tells us that 
almost 90,000 pupils are 
playing more tennis than 
they would otherwise.

Jo-Anne Downing, Product 
and Programme Manager at 
the LTA, is excited not just 
about the success LTA Youth 
has already seen, but about 
what the programme could 
achieve in the near future. 
“Over the last 12 months, 

we’ve seen fantastic growth 
in the number of children 
playing tennis. Whether 
they’re picking up a racket 
for the first time or becoming 
more competitive, there 
are more opportunities 
than ever for kids to get on 
court. We’re hopeful that 
this summer and beyond, 
even more kids can enjoy 
the benefits of playing and 
staying in tennis, whatever 
their age, gender, ability, 
disability or background.”

Not every child that picks 
up a racket will go on to 
become a tennis champion, 
but through LTA Youth we 
can make sure that any child 
can enjoy their journey in 
the sport, and we can ensure 
that children from across 
the country can develop life 
skills, get active and most 
importantly, have fun. >
Find an LTA Youth course 
near you on the LTA website: 

SO FAR, OUR 
SCHOOLS 
PROGRAMME 
HAS HAD A 
MAJOR IMPACT:

13,566  
SCHOOLS 
REGISTERED

23,122 
REGISTERED 
TEACHERS

21,048 
TEACHERS HAVE 
COMPLETED 
TRAINING

8,103 
SCHOOLS HAVE 
RECEIVED A £250 
VOUCHER FROM 
THE LTA TENNIS 
FOUNDATION
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GAME GET CLOSER TO THE GAME



After breaking into the top 50 of the 
ATP Rankings following a sparkling 
start to his senior career, Sutton-born 
Draper was struck down by a shoulder 
problem that halted his progress. 

He missed the entire grass court season last 
summer and fell out of the top 100 as a result, 
but the 22-year-old is getting back to his best 
and enjoyed a breakthrough moment in his 
career when he lifted his first ATP Tour title 
at the Stuttgart Open earlier this month.

The last 12 months have been a journey of 
discovery for Draper, but the new British No.1 
is relishing the prospect of what is to come.

“I had to learn a lot about myself last year after 
I dropped outside the top 100,” said Draper.

“My arm was too are to think about 
playing last summer, but missing the 
grass court season was tough. 

“Watching Wimbledon on TV and seeing 
all the hype around it was tough. Not being 
able to play at Queen’s and Eastbourne 
before that was also frustrating. 

“I had to grind myself back. I feel like I’m just 
a lot stronger mentally and I have a lot more 
perspective of being in a good position. In 
terms of my tennis, I feel like I’m improving.” 

Draper is part of a new generation of 
tennis stars who are aiming to step into the 
spotlight after an era dominated by Novak 
Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer, 
with the rise of Sinner and Queen’s Club 
champion Carlos Alcaraz inspiring Draper. 

“I’m a competitor and watching guys 
like Sinner and Alcaraz playing in 
the latter stages of the big events 
fires me up,” continued Draper. 

“They are young players and they are 
achieving incredible things, but I want 
to be where they are and I want to be 
competing for the biggest titles. 

DID YOU KNOW...
•	 He picked up a racket 

for the first time as just 
a toddler in his home 
county of Surrey and 
took his first steps in 
the game alongside his 
brother Ben at the Sutton 
Tennis & Squash Club.

•	 Jack writes with his right 
hand, but is a left-handed 
player on court.

•	 He reached the final of 
the 2018 Wimbledon 
Boys’s Singles, losing 
against Tseng Chun-hsin.

•	 Won his first ITF World 
Tour title in November 
2018 in Nottingham.

•	 Enjoyed his best run at 
a Grand Slam when he 
reached the fourth round 
at the US Open last year.

•	 Won his first ATP Tour 
title in Stuttgart earlier 
this month and as a result, 
he became the new 
British No.1.

JACK’S 
BACK
The summer of 2023 was a story of 
frustration for Jack Draper.

“I think I can take a lot of inspiration 
and learn from a lot of things that these 
guys are doing, and really that fuels my 
fire to be in that position as well. 

“If I wasn’t feeling that way, I would be worried 
as I need that ambition to get to that point. 

“It’s going to be interesting in the next 
couple of years if I can stay injury-free 
and do all the right things to see if I 
can get up there with those guys. 

“I appreciate the grind and effort 
you need to put in to get there, but 
that is where I want to be.” 

From his run to the final of the Junior 
Wimbledon in 2018, to his success on the ATP 
Challenger Tour and then his breakthrough 
into the senior ranks, Draper’s career 
trajectory was always on an upward curve. 

Now he is an ATP Tour winner and he 
will head into Wimbledon next week as 
a dark horse to make a deep run.

“I am really happy to win my first title, 
it means so much,” he said after his win 
in the Stuttgart final against former 
Wimbledon finalist Matteo Berrettini.

“A lot of hard work, a lot of tough moments 
in the last year or so it has been up and down, 
I am glad about the way I played and it is a 
testament to the work I have been working.”

Draper’s setbacks over the last year have been 
a stumbling block in that progress, but they 
have also served to fire his ambitions for more 
as he looks to join the young guns setting 
their sights on the biggest prizes in tennis. ;

“I’M A 
COMPETITOR 
AND 
WATCHING 
GUYS LIKE 
SINNER AND 
ALCARAZ 
PLAYING IN 
THE LATTER 
STAGES OF 
THE BIG 
EVENTS FIRES 
ME UP”
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Helping people from underserved communities 
across Great Britain get active and experience 
the physical, social and mental benefits of 
tennis – this is the LTA SERVES programme.

WHO CAN GET 
INVOLVED?
LTA SERVES encourages any 
community venue, local regional or 
national organisation to get involved.

Kiran Matharu is the LTA’s EDI 
Programme Manager – Underserved 
Communities and leads on LTA 
SERVES. She said: “Tennis is for 
everyone, no matter who you 
are or where you’re from. 

“We want to support many local 
communities to engage in tennis 
for the longer term and support 
all individuals to reap the benefits 
and development of being active, 
mentally and physically healthy.’’

If you look after a youth venue, 
are a community group, or even 
if you’re a parent or guardian of 
someone attending a local venue 
and want to find out more about 
the programme and how you can 
run LTA SERVES, visit www.lta.org.
uk/roles-and-venues/community-
tennis/serves/ or scan the QR code

LTA SERVES is the industry 
leading sport for development 
programme. It takes tennis 
into the heart of local 
communities and to those 
who may have never picked 
up a racket or thought that 
tennis was a sport for them.

Through our Game, Set 
Empower Toolkit we aim to 
increase self-confidence, 
health and wellbeing and 
bring communities together. 
It’s all about having fun with 
friends, keeping mentally 
and physically fit, all the 
while learning new skills 
beyond the tennis court. 

LTA SERVES empower and 
equip over 2,000 community 
leaders trained as Tennis 
Activators in 600 
venues around the 
country, proving 
provide all the resources 
that are needed to engage 
underserved communities 

to play and enjoy tennis for 
the longer-term for FREE. 

LTA SERVES is delivered in a 
variety of places ranging from 
youth clubs, faith venues, to 

community centres and 
housing estates. >

The Home of Hospitality, with over 200 years 
in the industry. Official VIP Experiences at the 
cinch Championships and Rothesay 
International Eastbourne.

Call 02034 687 916 or visit keithprowse.co.uk/tennis

#ExperienceExperts

Get closer to 
the action



MOMENT  
IN TIME 
Andy Lapthorne and Diede de 
Groot celebrating their wins in the 
Quads and Women’s Wheelchair 
titles at Devonshire Park in 2023.
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2023 saw a record number of women and girls picking up a racket and getting on court. 

With tennis participation overall in good 
health, 5.6 million adults were reported 
to have played tennis in 2023, 42% of 
which were female – more women than 
we’ve ever recorded playing in a year, 
making tennis one of the most gender 
balanced sports in the country. 

Similar positive trends were recorded 
amongst the 4-15 age group with girls 
representing 49% of the 3.6 million children 
picking up a racket in 2023, many of them 
on the LTA Youth Schools programme. 

As many sports experience a boom in 
female participation and investment 
into the women’s game, it’s important to 
remember that tennis has long led the 
way at both the grassroots and elite level. 
Women have been competing on the highest 
stage in tennis for well over 100 years, 
female tennis players have been pioneers 
on and off-court for social change and 
have been the most visible and marketable 
female athletes in sports for decades. 

It is equally important however to remain 
alert to the areas where the sport can 
still make progress towards true gender 
balance. In June 2022, the LTA launched 
She Rallies to ensure that we are challenging 
ourselves and looking deeper into the areas 
where we can effect positive change.

Despite significant growth in female 
participation in recent years, there is still work 
to do to get an equal number of men and 
women playing the sport, and in particular 
getting more women playing more frequently. 

Understanding women’s playing habits 
allows us to make targeted interventions 
that we believe will have the most 
positive impact, raising the number of 
women and girls picking up a racket and 
encouraging more frequent play.

Success is being seen in programmes being 
rolled out across venues nationwide that 
provide different options for players who are 
time poor, want to improve their basic skills, 
or who don’t have anyone to play with. This 
includes Tennis Xpress, an adults beginners 
programme, our Prime Video LTA Youth 
Girls programme to inspire thousands of 
young girls, and Walking Tennis, for those 
with fitness, injury or health concerns. 

Crucially, the LTA are also investing in facilities 
which we know are popular venues for women 
to play – most notably through the Park 
Tennis Project, a £30 million investment 
by the UK Government and he LTA Tennis 
Foundation, which has already seen nearly 
1,800 public courts refurbished and counting.

The aim is to substantially increase annual 
participation in parks by over 500,000, 
and through a programme of free, social 
sessions at weekends suitable for all abilities 
with equipment provided, address a number 
of the barriers that prevent women in 
particular from playing more regularly. >

Find out more about the LTA’s women and 
girls work here: She Rallies (lta.org.uk)

SHE  
RALLIES
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CASTING THE NET FROM 
FISHERMAN’S GREEN 
TENNIS COURTS
Prior to last summer, courts at Fisherman’s Green on Eastbourne seafront were in a 
close to unplayable state, as were nearly 45% of park courts across Britain in 2021. 
The renovated courts, which benefitted from investment through the Park Tennis 
Project, a landmark £30 million investment supported by the LTA Tennis Foundation, 
delivered by the LTA, re-opened back in June 2023, just before their 100th birthday, 
and since, have seen over 900 unique users from the local community book courts.

Defiant Sports, Eastbourne Borough 
Council’s coaching provider at Fisherman’s 
Green, has been providing a range of 
organised activity and social sessions 
to break down barriers to participation 
through programmes such as the LTA Open 
Court programme, Barclays Free Park 
Tennis, private lessons and cardio tennis. 

These sessions have provided participants 
with free or low-cost activity where 
equipment is provided, enabling many 
local residents from under-represented 
communities to experience tennis for the 
first time and meet new people. Locals have 
told us how they now never see the courts 
empty! What an amazing turnaround! 

‘Since the courts were reopened last 
June, feedback about the courts and the 
opportunities they’re affording has been 
hugely positive. Andy, who had never played 
before, is loving his tennis at Fisherman’s 
Green, saying “The tennis is really good 
fun, I hadn’t played before the courts were 
refurbished. I like Callum (Coach) explaining 
things to me because I can understand 
it when he explains and it has given me 
the confidence to play more tennis.”

Head Coach at the courts Joel Lock 
underlines the impact the courts have 
had on previously inactive members of 
the local community. “Having operated 
the programme at the Fisherman’s Green 
courts for just under a year now, we’ve 
been overwhelmed by the uptake of 
tennis by people not previously active 
who are clearly enjoying the refurbished 

courts. This has been a fantastic new 
opportunity to get people into tennis.”

With future plans such as a Pan disability 
tennis league and lots of community 
events including festivals, skills days and 
more, these courts are a vibrant and valued 
community asset! Many players have picked 
up a racket for the first time, thanks to 
being attracted by the now beautiful courts, 
combined with being met by friendly coaches 
keen to make tennis accessible for all. 

Scan the QR code to find and 
book your nearest park court.

R Players at a girl, set, match event with Head Coach Joel.

R Open court session, with Coaches Joel and Callum

Q Local primary 
school enjoying 
the court launch 
event with 
Coach Theo
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Pictured: 
Mimi Xu 
(top left), 
Hannah 
Klugman, 
Charlie 
Robertson 
(left), Oliver 
Bonding 
(right)

It has been a stellar year for British juniors around the world, with the 2024 Lexus Junior 
National Championships at the National Tennis Centre in April providing a stage to 
showcase an impressive array of talent emerging through the domestic tennis system.

Mimi Xu from South Wales was crowned as 
British champion in the 18U Girls event and 
Surrey’s Oliver Bonding backed up his solid 
12 months of success by becoming national 
champion in the 18U Boys tournament, 
with both players now set to play in 
Wimbledon Qualifying later this month.

The quality of the tennis on show highlighted 
the depth of talent among our young players, 
with ten British players making their mark 
in the top 100 of the ITF’s Junior rankings 
and many of our hopefuls achieving notable 
achievements on the global stage.

The victory for Staffordshire’s Henry Searle 
in last summer’s Junior Wimbledon Boys’ 
Singles Championship was a headline-grabbing 
moment that has been complemented 
by some notable results for British junior 
players over the last 12 months.

Searle, who won the 2022 16U Junior 
National Championships title and is a 
graduate of our National Tennis Academy 
at Loughborough University, is one of 
five British boys in the top 100 of the ITF 

junior rankings, with his triumph on the 
All England Club’s grass courts last July 
inspiring others to follow in his footsteps.

“What Henry did definitely created a 
positive mentality amongst our boys,” said 
Martin Weston, LTA Men’s National Coach. 

“His success at Wimbledon would 
have been very relatable to our other 
junior players and they would be 
looking to match it or better it.

“Hopefully that has a knock-on effect on 
the younger players because they feel they 
are in touching distance with a player who 
has achieved something extraordinary.

“With the competition structure we 
now have in place in Britain, these 
players have opportunities to compete 
in high-level competitions regularly. 

“We are constantly looking for depth of 
talent because when you have that depth, 
the top players grow. When they need to 
fight hard in their domestic matches, that 
helps when they play in the big wide world.”

Bonding’s success at the Junior National 
Championships added to his growing collection 
of titles after he achieved a notable victory 
when he won the J500 Blumenau title – also 
known as the Banana Bowl – in March.

Welshman Viktor Frydrych and Kent’s 
Benjamin Gusic-Wan, who won last year’s 
16U Junior National Championships with 
a win against Bonding in the Final, are also 
prominent in the ITF Junior Rankings, with so 
many of our players are benefitting from the 
access to high-level competitive tournaments 
being staged in Britain as part of our 
Performance Competitions Calendar (PCC).

The PCC is designed to support the LTA 
Performance strategy, with several British 
juniors gaining valuable experience at the 
pro level following promising junior results. 

Welsh No.1 and two-time 18U Junior National 
champion Xu reached the semi-finals at 
W60 Glasgow, while Surrey’s Hannah 
Klugman reached the quarter-finals at 
W60 Glasgow and W100 Shrewsbury.

It’s not just Xu and Klugman who are showing 
real promise among British junior girls, 
with Katie O’Brien, LTA Women’s National 
Coach, optimistic about what lies ahead.

“We have really good depth of talent 
amongst our junior girls,” said O’Brien. “Our 
girls all get along so well and it feels like 
they are driving each other on, while also 
inspiring the generation just behind them.

“These players are still very much at a 
developmental stage, but they are progressing 
quickly as they have played in some high profile 
and also have Junior Grand Slam experience.

“Our domestic Competitions Calendar 
has been so important as we have been 
able to give our players a chance to test 
themselves against some of the best players 
in the world, which has helped to ensure 
our junior game is in a healthy state.”

The transition from the junior ranks to the 
senior tour is always challenging, yet our 
brightest young starlets are being given every 
opportunity to go to the next level. ●

EMERGING 
TALENT 
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WE’RE HERE TO 
HELP KIDS CRUSH IT 

AT TENNIS!

Scan the QR code or visit 
lta.org.uk/Tennisables to join the fun
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Tennis venues offer more than just a place to practice, they are a community, a 
place to catch up with friends, and get on court. The LTA’s Quick Access Loan 
scheme, funded by the LTA Tennis Foundation provides interest free loans. 
They help deliver projects that will grow the number of people playing tennis 
and padel, ensuring long term sustainability for the venue and its members.

FACILITY FACILITY 
INVESTMENTINVESTMENT

•	 Coaching has been made available 
on a pay per session basis. 

•	 The club has seen a strong 
increase in membership. 

Rhys Hanger, Head Coach at Comptons 
Tennis Club said: “The installation of the 
extra floodlights on our courts has allowed 
us to maintain a bigger programme through 
the winter months, and alongside other 
continued improvements at the club it has 
helped increase our membership numbers. 
With a recent resurfacing of the courts 
under the new lights we are looking forward 
to having 7 courts available all year round 
for play. We would like to say a massive 
thank you to the LTA and the LTA Tennis 
Foundation for their support in helping us 
continue to grow and thrive as a tennis club.” 

Since the loan scheme started in 2019, 
99 loan applications have been approved 
across Great Britain, which equates to 
an investment of £10.2 million. >

The loan scheme supports the LTA’s 
and the LTA Tennis Foundation’s vision 
of ‘tennis opened up’ by ensuring 
every approved application includes a 
community element to their proposal, 
enabling more people to access tennis.

The Venue: 

Comptons Tennis Club in Horsham strives 
to create a tennis club for all members of 
the community that creates a healthier 
future for generations to come. 

The Project: 

•	 Install two sets of floodlights 

The Impact 

•	 Increase in court utilisation and 
participation because of the floodlighting

•	 The introduction of Clubspark which 
enables online booking for non-members.

•	 The floodlighting of the additional courts 
has increased available court hours for 
coaching, which were limited in winter. 

Scan the 
QR code 
to find out 
more

C O N N E C T  T O  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R 
O F  B R I T I S H  T E N N I S

D I S C O V E R  M O R E



•	 One in five people in the UK are disabled 

•	 Disabled people are twice as likely 
to be physically inactive compared 
to non-disabled people

LTA Open Court is the national programme 
that actively promotes and delivers 
opportunities for disabled people to get 
involved in tennis and padel. Partnered with 
and jointly funded by Sport England and 
the LTA Tennis Foundation, the programme 
provides disability-specific sessions for 
tennis and padel – including adaptations for 
learning disability, physical – wheelchair and 
para-standing, visually impaired and deaf. 
The LTA have also expanded the programme 
into other long-term health conditions 
such as mental health and Parkinson’s.

Launched following the 2012 Paralympic 
Games, LTA Open Court has grown 
to become one of the largest disability 
programmes of its kind in any sport. As we 
approach the 2024 Paris Paralympic Games, 
we take a look at what the programme 
has achieved over the past year: 

•	 Over 600 venues across Britain 
deliver LTA Open Court

•	 Over 15,000 disabled people took 
part in the programme last year. 

The LTA has an ambitious vision of Tennis Opened Up - focussed on making the sport more 
accessible to everyone regardless of age, gender, background or ability. Ensuring disabled 
people can access and enjoy tennis without any barriers is central to our plan.

LTA OPEN COURT

•	 We have also developed partnerships 
with 6 national organisations to open 
our sport up to a wider range of 
audiences including: Parkinson’s UK, 
AOC Sport, Sense, Access Sport, Sport 
in Mind and Youth Sports Trust. 

ACROSS TENNIS IN BRITAIN:

•	 16% of annual tennis participation 
report a disability or a long-term health 
condition, with that figure rising to 
23% amongst monthly participants - 
representative of the wider population 
when benchmarked against census data.

•	 23% of our performance pathway 
are also disabled people or those 
with a long-term health condition 

Whether you want to play, deliver or support, 
find out more about LTA Open Court and 
disability tennis on the LTA website:  
www.lta.org.uk/play/inclusion-disability/
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1 0 – 1 5  SE PTEMBER

DON’T MISS OUT

AO  AR EN A IN  M ANCHE STE R

ROAD TO MALAGA

Players pictured not guaranteed to compete

BUY TICKETS



LTA 
SUSTAINABILITY
The climate crisis, and the way our 
environment is being altered, has the 
potential to inflict significant and irreversible 
damage on tennis in this country, with 
flooding threatening hundreds of venues 
and all sizes, and increasing temperatures 
presenting a challenge for participating in 
tennis and maintaining grass surfaces.

Through our Environmental Sustainability 
Plan, we want to use the power of tennis 
to changes attitudes towards sustainability 
and bring about positive changes.

In terms of facilities, we have been helping 
clubs and venues to make changes to their 
sites, whether that’s through providing 
guidance, or providing loans for work such 
as solar panel installation. Meanwhile at our 
own sites at the Lexus Nottingham Tennis 
Centre and the Lexus National Tennis 
Centre in Roehampton, we have carried 
out work to ensure we use only green 
energy suppliers and can reduce our own 
carbon emissions. At Nottingham Tennis 
Centre, last year solar panels contributed 
21% to the facility’s overall electricity use, 
while efficiency measures at the National 
Tennis Centre have reduced electricity 
usage by 20% and gas usage by 33%.

At our events, we introduced new 
measures in 2023 including partnerships 
with local charity food partners to reduce 

food waste, donating over two tonnes 
of leftover food. To reduce our carbon 
emissions, we use Hydrotreated Vegetable 
Oil (HVO) fuel in all our temporary power 
generators on-site, which results in 90% 
less emissions than standard fossil fuels. 

In 2024, we’re going even further, as we 
are proud to partner with Brita to reduce 
the presence of single-use plastic at our 
events. Building on the reusable cup scheme 
we’ve had at our events for the last two 
years, across our events in Nottingham, 
Birmingham, Eastbourne and the Queen’s 
Club in London, Brita are providing water 
refill stations for spectators, players and 
officials to fill their water bottles for free, 
eliminating the need to buy bottled water 
and removing more than 100,000 single-
use bottles from this year’s tournaments.

With support and work including the LTA 
Pledgeball League, guidance for venues 
and facility investment thanks to the LTA 
Tennis Foundation, significant strides have 
already been made, recognising that without 
action, the sport we love so dearly would 
be at risk of irrevocable harm. Through the 
positive steps being taken, we are all ensuring 
a lasting future for tennis in Britain. >
Find out more about the LTA’s ongoing 
work to secure a lasting future for 
tennis in Britain scan the QR code

To deliver our vision of ‘Tennis Opened Up’, we have an important role to 
play in contributing to a healthier and a more sustainable society.

Family Raceday
S u n d a y  2 2 n d  S e p t e m b e r

visit www.plumptonracecourse.co.uk to find out more
* W h e n  b o o k i n g  g e n e r a l  a d m i s s i o n  t i c k e t s  o n l i n e  i n  a d v a n c e

Exclusive
G e t  2 5 %  o f f *  w i t h  c o d e  ACE25
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“The contributions the nominees have 
made are incredible and we are delighted 
to celebrate their amazing dedication 
to tennis and acknowledge all that 
they do for their communities.”

Sandi Procter as President of the LTA 
has overseen the awards, and she believes 
that recognising champions at all levels of 
the game is so important for the sport. 

“I’m passionate about grassroots tennis and 
am always very keen to support and recognise 
the huge contribution of volunteers.”

“The LTA Tennis Awards are a wonderful 
celebration of the people that make our 
sport what it is. They are all vital in helping 
us to encourage people to pick up a racket 
regardless of their ability or who they 
are, or where they come from.’’ >

Read more  
about LTA  
Tennis Awards

CELEBRATING THE LTA 
TENNIS AWARD WINNERS 
PRESENTED BY LEXUS
The greats of British tennis share the stage with the grassroot heroes of 
our game in the annual LTA Tennis Awards, presented by Lexus. 

Nine British tennis and padel stars have 
triumphed in the elite player categories in this 
year’s awards. Women’s Singles Player of the 
Year Katie Boulter became British No.1 for 
the first time in her career and also lifted her 
first career WTA title at the Rothesay Open 
Nottingham. Cameron Norrie was named 
as Men’s Singles of Player of the Year, while 
Doubles Player of the Year was Joe Salisbury. 
Joe won the US Open doubles title for the 
third time. Alfie Hewett took the honours in 
the Wheelchair category. 

Padel Men’s Padel Player of the Year Award 
was Sam Jones while the Women’s Padel Player 
of the Year Award winner was Aimee Gibson.

While the professional players may grab the 
headlines and the glory, it is the volunteers 
at the network of clubs and venues across 
the country who are the lifeblood of the 
game and support and drive participation.

This year’s winners, selected from 2,200 
nominations across 12 different categories, 
have been honoured for their outstanding 
contributions to tennis in 2023. 

Now in their ninth year, the LTA Tennis 
Awards, presented by Lexus, celebrate 
the thousands of individuals – volunteers, 
coaches and officials – involved in the game.

They also highlight the incredible achievements 
of some 17,000 LTA registered venues and 
more than 9,000 LTA-approved tournaments. 

The nominees are judged at county, regional 
and finally national level. The ultimate winners 
will be revealed at a ceremony at the National 
Tennis Centre in Roehampton in July, alongside 
presentations to the elite players too.

Scott Lloyd, Chief Executive of the LTA, 
said: “The LTA Tennis Awards acknowledge 
the extraordinary contribution of the 
individuals and venues that help deliver 
our vision of ‘tennis opened up.” 
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JOIN NOW

WTA FANTASY 125 LIVE EXCLUSIVE CONTENT

FOLLOW EVERY
TOURNAMENT

U P C O M I N G  E V E N TS

PREMIER PARTNER PLATINUM PARTNERSATPTOUR.COM

KITZBUHEL
JULY 21AUSTRIA CLAY

MONTREAL
AUG 06CANADA HARD

UMAG
JULY 21CROATIA CLAY

GSTAAD
JULY 15SWITZERLAND CLAY

WASHINGTON
JUL 29UNITED STATES HARD

NEWPORT
JULY 15UNITED STATES GRASS

BASTAD
JULY 15SWEDEN CLAY

CINCINNATI
AUG 12UNITED STATES HARD

HAMBURG
JULY 15GERMANY CLAY



ROTHESAY INTERNATIONAL EASTBOURNE ROTHESAY INTERNATIONAL EASTBOURNE

80 81Devonshire Park | 22 - 29 June 2024 Devonshire Park | 22 - 29 June 2024

EASTBOURNE EASTBOURNE EASTBOURNE EAST-
BOU
EA

ST
BO

UR
NE

 E
AS

TB
OU

RN
E 

EA
ST

BO
UR

NE
 E

AS
T-

BO
U



DON’T 
MISS A 
MINUTE 
OF THE 
ACTION

Track all the latest scores, results, 
stats, draws and order of play.

Matches shown are for illustrative purposes only




