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LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLKIT 

What is the local insight toolkit? 

The Local Insight Toolkit is designed to help you prepare your Transforming British Tennis Together 

(TBTT) business plan and Community Tennis Network plans. 

It provides relevant data and charts that can be used to support your bid with the evidence that the LTA 

is looking for when assessing your bids.  

It is designed to be user-friendly so all you need to do is to select the areas you are interested in, and 

where feasible areas that you can compare your own against, from the drop down menus on each page, 

and it will automatically produce the charts you need. Charts that you can produce include: 

 Level of rainfall in your region 

 Current and projected population in your local area (including by age and gender) 

 The extent to which people in your local area participate in sports or other physical activities 

 Number of indoor/outdoor courts in your county 

 Barriers to tennis participation in your county 

How can it help me? 

You may have specific questions that would strengthen your bid. For example: 

 How does tennis participation in my county compare to neighbouring counties? 

 How many young people might we expect to be living locally in 10-15 years’ time? 

 Is my area more or less deprived than average? 

The toolkit will help you address these questions by providing you with the data and charts you need.  

The charts can be easily copied straight into your bid documents. 

Why do I need data and charts from the toolkit? 

Your Tennis Development Plans and Business Plans will be assessed by the LTA in order to make a 

decision about whether it will award you the funds you are bidding for. The LTA’s assessment will rest 

heavily on the quality of the bid documents, including how clear they are about what funding you need 

and what you are aiming to achieve, but also the financial viability of your proposal. The latter can only 

be assessed based on evidence about aspects such as who you compete with; what the future demand 

for tennis might look like; the extent to which your local population is likely to grow and therefore 

increase demand for tennis in the future etc. This toolkit provides you with data and charts that will help 

you prepare a strong bid for the LTA.  
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 TBTT LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLkit 

The rest of this guide outlines the structure of the Toolkit and goes through each of the main sections. It 

also provides detailed step-by-step instructions on how to access the relevant information and make best 

use of the toolkit.  

STRUCTURE 

Getting Started 

The front-page of the Toolkit is called Getting Started. From here you can see the information that is 

presented in all of the other sections of the tool and choose where you would like to go next. Exhibit 1 

shows what the page looks like on screen. 

At the top of the page there are some instructions on how to use the toolkit. As shown in Exhibit 1, by 

clicking on any of the section headings you can navigate to that page. Alternatively you can click a 

specific subheading to go straight to that part of the relevant section. 

All sections include a button which brings you back to this front page. If you are ever unsure of where to 

go simply click Go to Homepage and you will be brought back to Getting Started so that you can 

decide what to explore next.  

Different users will be interested in different aspects of the Toolkit so you may only need to use certain 

sections. The toolkit is there to meet your needs and is organised so that you can always easily jump to 

the topic that is relevant for you.  

 

Exhibit 1. Getting Started 

 
Source: Frontier Economics 
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 TBTT LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLkit 

 

Local Area Characteristics 

This sheet contains information that help describe some key aspects about your local area. 

Key charts include: 

 local area climate,  

 deprivation and the number of schools.  

Each of these three topics has its own subsection on this page. This data is useful for the LTA to 

understand your local context. For example particularly high rainfall in an area may help justify the 

construction of covered courts. The level of deprivation in an area could support a proposal for ‘free’ 

tennis to be offered at your venue.  

Exhibit 2 shows what the page looks like. All you need to do is select the areas you are interested in by 

selecting from the drop-down options – highlighted in the blue boxes. For example within the climate 

subsection, just select the region you are interested in from the first drop-down menu, then select other 

regions that you would like to compare your own against from the second drop-down menu. You can 

then also select the aspect of climate you are interested (e.g. rainfall) from the third drop-down menu. 

The large red numbers should help guide you through the process.  

Exhibit 2 shows how to select a region of interest from a drop-down menu. After this, the charts will 

update automatically and you will then be presented with the information you are interested in. The other 

two sections on the page work in the same way. Just identify the areas you are interested in for each 

chart. Note that all three sub-sections may not fit on your screen initially you may need to scroll down 

Exhibit 2. Local Area Characteristics 

 
 

 

Source: Frontier Economic 
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 TBTT LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLkit 

Population 
 
This sheet provides you with charts about the population in your local area, in other areas you want to 
compare your own against. 
 
Charts you can access include:  
 

 total population,  

 population density,  

 projected population growth and  

 population breakdowns by gender and age.  

 

It works in the same way as the Local Area Characteristics section. This sheet can help you evidence 

the current and future potential player base within your local area. There is only one subsection on this 

page. Exhibit 3 shows how you can chose the area you are interested (using the blue box in the same 

way as before) in and the relevant information will appear. There is only one drop-down menu in this 

section. The data presented is at the local authority level.  

At the top of this section (and all other sections) there are a five buttons which you can click on to 
navigate back to the Getting Started front-page or to any other section. This is also shown in Exhibit 3 
below.  
 

Exhibit 3. Population 

 
Source: Frontier Economics 
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 TBTT LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLkit 

 

Local Sports Participation 

This sheet helps show the potential demand for tennis in your area. Key charts include: 

 local levels of sports participation,  

 physical activity  

 desire to take part in more sport and  

 the relative popularity of specific sports.  

This section of the Tool will give you an indication of your local area’s level of physical activity and 

therefore indicate the potential for more people to play tennis. This could help justify the addition of new 

court capacity in your area.  

Exhibit 4 shows how the page appears on-screen. The section on the left hand side presents local 

authority data relating to sport and physical activity. English, Scottish and Welsh data are included from 

different sources.1 You can select a local authority, then a specific measure (physical activity, overall 

sporting participation and desire to play more sport), before finally selecting comparison areas if you 

wish. The relevant information will then be presented. Due to data limitations desire to play more sport is 

not included for Scottish local authorities and physical activity is at the national level for Scotland and 

Wales so all local authorities are assigned the national average. Again the blue boxes allow you to pick 

from a drop-down list the areas you would like the charts to show data for. As different data sources are 

used in this section for England, Wales and Scotland it is not recommended that you compare Local 

Authorities across countries. 

The second section on the right hand side contains regional data on the relative popularity of specific 

sports. Just select the region you are interested in to see the relevant information. Comparable data is 

not currently available for Scotland and Wales.  

Exhibit 4. Local Sports Participation 

 

 
 
 

1
 England: Active People survey & Active Lives Survey. Wales: National Survey for Wales & Active Adult Survey. Scotland: Scottish Health 

Survey and Scottish Household Survey. The notes below the chart outline the small differences between measures across countries. 
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 TBTT LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLkit 

Current Provision 

This sheet shows how many other tennis providers in your area. 

Key charts include: 

 the number and location of courts in each county. 

 the number of venues registered with the LTA and their membership and  

 Tennis programme participants .  

This will provide you with an up-to-date picture of existing facilities in your area. You can then start to 

identify any gaps in provision which your bid can help fill. Exhibit 5 shows how the page appears on-

screen. 

You can look up the data on indoor courts, outdoor courts and venues registered with the LTA. This 

sheet uses the LTA’s own tracker data. All information is presented at the county level for England and 

the national level for Scotland and Wales.  

Note that all the sub-sections may not fit on your screen initially you may need to scroll down for 

additional information.  

As before you just need to select your county of interest (and comparator areas ) in each case. This is 

done in the same way as in other sections; by selecting from the drop-down lists in the blue boxes.  

Exhibit 5. Current Provision 

 
Source: Frontier Economics 
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 TBTT LOCAL INSIGHT TOOLkit 

Current Participation 

This sheet will give you a detailed picture of current tennis participation in your area. This sheet contains 

key charts on: 

 the frequency and location of tennis participation in each county 

 the number of tennis participants’  

 satisfaction with the current facilities and  

 which factors currently stop people from playing.  

 

Again this sheet uses the LTA’s own tracker data at the county level for England and the national level 

for Scotland and Wales.  

You will also be able to see why people are not playing tennis which can help you tailor your bid 

accordingly.  

You just need to select your county and comparison counties once in this section and several charts will 

update showing the relevant information. This is done in the same way as all other sheets. All the charts 

may not fit on your screen initially you may need to scroll down for additional information. 

As before the top of this section contains five buttons which you can click on to navigate back to the 
Getting Started front-page or to any other section. This is shown in Exhibit 6 below.  

 

Exhibit 6. Current Participation 

 
Source: Frontier Economics 
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