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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the National Tennis Centre, London for this Billie Jean 
King Cup by BNP Paribas Play-off tie between Great Britain and Mexico.

Billie Jean King Cup by BNP Paribas is the World Cup of Tennis and is the world’s largest internation-
al team competition for women. In 2020-21, more than 100 nations will compete in Billie Jean King 
Cup. The 16 teams involved in this weekend’s Play-off ties are all aiming to advance to the Qualifiers 
in 2022, leaving them just one victory away from next year’s Finals. 

When we celebrated France’s victory in Perth in 2019, we could not have anticipated that the 
Covid-19 pandemic would soon cause huge disruption across the sporting world. Of course, the 
challenges that tennis has faced in the last year are of little importance compared to the pain and 
suffering that the pandemic has caused to millions of individuals worldwide, and we send our best 
wishes to all those who have been affected by Covid-19.

Nevertheless, it has been wonderful to see the positive impact that our sport has had since the 
resumption of play last year. Although it may take some time for the tennis calendar to return to 
normal, it is fantastic that we are once again able to play and watch the sport we love. 

While we were disappointed to have to postpone the inaugural Finals event in Budapest last year, 
2020 was still an important year in the history of the competition. In September, we announced that 
the Fed Cup would be renamed in honour of Billie Jean King – a fitting tribute to an individual who, 
in addition to being one of the game’s all-time greats, has been a champion for equality and fought 
discrimination in all its forms throughout her life. It is the first time a major global team competition 
has been named after a woman, representing a landmark moment for sport.

The competition has evolved in many ways since Billie Jean and her American team won the inaugu-
ral event in 1963 but the value at its core of nurturing sporting relations between countries remains 
paramount. The ITF is particularly proud that tennis is a sport that sees women compete at the 
highest level on the worldwide stage. Year after year players continue to rise to the unique chal-
lenge of competing in a team environment in front of their home fans.

I would like to give special thanks to the players, the captains and the National Associations who 
give so much to making the Billie Jean King Cup such a special competition. The revenue that the 
ITF generates from the competition is reinvested into the development of tennis at the national 
level. By competing in Billie Jean King Cup, the players contribute to delivering tennis for future 
generations. 

Additionally, I would like to pay tribute to the event organisers of all Billie Jean King Cup ties this 
weekend, who have worked so hard to deliver these events in challenging circumstances.  

I wish all of you an enjoyable and successful weekend.

David Haggerty
ITF President

President, International Tennis Federation

A message from

David Haggerty

Together with CARE and BNP Paribas we came 
up with this idea, what if I could raise money to 
support children in Togo with every point I scored ? 

And that’s exactly what we are doing now ! 

For each point I score I donate $5US and BNP 
Paribas is topping it up by adding another $15US.

With the money raised the NGO CARE supports 
children education in the country.

«

«

« EVERY POINT I SCORE BUILDS UP OUR 
SUPPORT TO CHILDREN IN TOGO.»
FÉLIX AUGER-ALIASSIME
20yrs old, the world no. 22 ranked player



Meet the team: 
Great Britain’s  
Billie Jean King Cup side

It’s official! Captain Anne Keothavong has named her 
five-woman squad for this month’s Billie Jean King Cup 
play-off tie against Mexico. Let’s take a closer look at 
who’s made the team.

Harriet Dart
Age: 24
World Ranking: 149
Ties played: 3
BJK Cup Cup record: 2-2 

Dart will take part in her fourth Billie 
Jean King Cup tie this month. She made 
her debut against Slovenia in 2019, 
where she became the 52nd player to 
represent Britain in the competition 
since its inception in 1963. 

She has won both doubles ties she’s 
been involved in, and although she 
hasn’t triumphed in singles yet she did 
take top-30 player Viktória Kužmová 
to three sets in Great Britain’s match 
against Slovakia last year.

Katie Swan
Age: 22
World Ranking: 245
Ties played: 5
BJK Cup record: 4-1 

Swan wrote her name into the 
history books in 2016, when 
she became Great Britain’s 
youngest Billie Jean King Cup 
player. Aged 16 she won two 
singles matches, and lost one, 
during a series of matches  
vin Israel.

The Brit – who also featured in 
two doubles contests in 2019, 
winning both with Dart as her 
partner – is on the comeback 
trail following a series of 
injuries and will be hoping to 
continue her good form in the 
women’s team event.

Jodie Burrage 
Age: 21
World Ranking: 256
Ties played: 0
BJK Cup record: 0-0

Burrage will make her Billie 
Jean King Cup debut against 
Mexico – and she comes into 
the event in fine form.

The 21-year-old, who reached 
a career-high WTA singles 
ranking of World No. 233 in 
2019, put on an impressive 
display to claim the ITF Dubai 
title earlier this month.

Burrage caught the eye when 
she beat British No.1 Johanna 
Konta in the second Battle of 
the Brits Team Tennis event 
and will be hoping to make her 
mark against the Mexicans.

Katie Boulter
Age: 24
World Ranking: 292
Ties played: 7
BJK Cup record: 7-1

Boulter made her debut in 
2018 and has a formidable 
record in the team event with 
a singles win/loss ratio of 5-1 
– and a doubles win/loss ratio 
of 2-0. 

The 24-year-old starred in 
Great Britain’s World Group 
II victory over Kazakhstan 
at the Copper Box Arena in 
2019, clinching the tie with a 
memorable 6-7, 6-4, 6-1 win 
over Zarina Diyas.

Like her team mate Swan, 
Boulter is also returning from 
a long-term injury and will be 
hoping she can make up for 
lost time in her first Billie Jean 
King Cup appearance in  
two years.

Heather Watson
Age: 28
World Ranking: 67
Ties played: 32
BJK Cup record: 29-13 

Watson has been a part of 35 British 
Billie Jean King Cup squads – putting 
her sixth in the all-time list for most 
Billie Jean King Cup squads made by a 
British woman. 

Since first making her debut in 2011 
Watson has played in 42 matches – 
winning 29 and losing 13. Her win/loss 
ratio in singles is 21-10 which equals 
the best record of any British woman – 
her Captain Keothavong shares  
the record.

Watson has faced both Naomi Osaka 
and Simona Halep in Billie Jean King 
Cup contests, while she has also beaten 
the likes of Jelena Ostapenko and 
 Elina Svitolina.
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IN A CHANGING WORLD
ALMOST 2 MILLION FANS ARE READY
TO SHARE THEIR PASSION FOR 
TENNIS WITH YOU

Follow all the tennis news
on our facebook page          @wearetennis          and on
wearetennis.com

The bank
for a changing

world


