
 

 

 

South Wales County Performance Programme - Selection Policy  
 
 

1. Introduction  
 
The County Performance Programme provides the best players in the county with the opportunity 
to attend county training sessions, compete with one another in county box leagues and to receive 
other aspects of support as they strive to improve. The purpose of the programme in South Wales 
is to accelerate the development of players, help retain players in regular training and prepare 
teams for inter-county matches including the annual LTA County Cup events. 
 
This document outlines the criteria for players to achieve selection for the County Performance 
Programme.  There are a limited number of spaces available to players in each age group which 
can make the selection process very competitive.   The selection process is led by the Tennis 
Wales Head of Performance and the U10 County Coordinator.  
 
Selections will take place the w/c August 2nd 2021. 
 
Tennis Wales may amend this policy periodically. Any amended policy shall be accessible via the 
Tennis Wales website.  
 
Should you have a query regarding selections for the U8, U9 and U10 age-groups, please contact 
the South Wales U10 County Coordinator, Becca Strelzyn at rstrelzyn@gmail.com 
 
Should you have a query regarding selections for the U12, U14 and U18 age-groups, please 
contact the Tennis Wales Head of Performance, Chris Lewis at chris.lewis@tenniswales.org.uk 
 
 
2. Age groups and number of places  
 
2.1 The County Performance Programme consists of the following junior age groupings:  
 

U8 = Places for a maximum of 16 boys and 16 girls 
U9 = Places for a maximum of 8-12 boys and 8-12 girls 

U10 = Places for a maximum of 8-12 boys and 8-12 girls 
U12 = Places for a maximum of 8-12 boys and 8-12 girls 
U14 = Places for a maximum of 8-12 boys and 8-12 girls 
U18 = Places for a maximum of 8-15 boys and 8-15 girls 

 
2.2 There is no obligation to fill every available place in the groups.  
 
 
3. Eligibility  
 
3.1 To be considered for the 2021/22 programme, players must be of an eligible age as follows:  
 

U8 = Players born 2014 or later 
U9 = Players born 2013 or later 

U10 = Players born 2012 or later 
U12 = Players born 2010 or later 
U14 = Players born 2008 or later 
U18 = Players born 2004 or later 

 
3.2 Selections would usually be made in August ahead of a September start based on the following 
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year’s competition age-groups. 
 
3.3 Players will initially be selected for their own age group but there may be exceptional 
circumstances where players are invited to attend county training sessions at an older age group.  
In these instances, players will still be expected to attend county training at their own age-group. 
 
3.4 Players must be eligible to represent South Wales according to the current LTA guidelines or 
be able to demonstrate that they will be eligible within the next six months. The rules governing a 
player’s eligibility to represent a county are detailed here on the LTA website. 
 
 
4. Selection criteria  
 
Selection decisions are always challenging but the objective is to select the best players in the 
county in each age-group at that moment in time.  The selectors will be looking at how players 
have demonstrated their playing standard on the match court and at what level of tournament, as 
well as liaising with age-group captains to gauge playing standard within county training sessions. 
 
4.1 The selection process will take into account any rankings/ratings a player has and also 
consider their recent form on the match court. There are certain thresholds whereby players can 
guarantee their selection purely on LTA ranking as follows:  
 
U8/U9/U10 = No places are guaranteed on rankings/ratings 
U12 = Ranked inside the top 100 of the GB rankings for players born 2010 or later 
U14 = Ranked inside the top 100 of the GB rankings for players born 2008 or later  
U18 = Ranked inside the top 100 within GB rankings for players born 2004 or later 
 
4.2 The competitive profile i.e. to what level a player has competed over the previous 12 months, 
will be a consideration towards selection. Players of county standard and above would usually be 
involved in relevant competition to the extent described below:  
 
U8 = Competing internally in their club, externally at other clubs and ideally at LTA graded events  
U9 = Competing internally in their club, externally at other clubs and ideally at LTA graded events 
(including grade 3 and 4 level events) 
U10 = Competing regularly at LTA graded events (including grade 3 and 4 level events) 
U12 = Competing regularly at LTA graded events (including grade 3 and 4 level events) 
U14 = Competing according to an annual plan which includes regional, national and international 
junior events  
U18 = Competing according to an annual plan which includes regional, national and international 
junior and open events  
 
4.3 Account may also be taken of the level of a player’s commitment to county tennis in the 
previous cycle and the level of their performance within county training sessions in the view of their 
age-group captain. 
 
4.4 Long term injuries or illnesses which have had a major impact on the ranking/rating and 
competitive profile of a player may be taken into account during the selection process. 
 
4.5 Players can be considered for selection through a coach nomination from their individual 
coach, a County Captain, the U10 County Coordinator or the Tennis Wales Head of Performance. 
This can happen at any time during the year. 
 
4.6 The weekly training programme to which a player is committed will not be used as a factor for 
initial selection decisions but is a potential area of monitoring and development during the year.  

https://www.lta.org.uk/play-compete/competing/junior-tennis-competitions/county-cup---junior-events/


 

 

 

Players who are part of the County Performance Programme would ideally be training regularly on 
a weekly programme overseen by an individual coach at their club. As a guide:  
 
U8 = Three tennis sessions per week including one half hour individual lesson with a coach  
U9 = Three tennis sessions per week including a one hour lesson with a coach  
U10 to U18 = Four tennis sessions per week including a minimum of one lesson with a coach and 
completing an age and stage appropriate strength and conditioning programme 
 
 
5. Communication of selections  
 
Players will receive a letter by email from Tennis Wales notifying them of their selection for the 
County Performance Programme. The letter will detail the age-group a player has been selected 
for, the captain and assistant captain in charge of the County Training and details of how to accept 
their place.  
 
 
6. Key dates 
 
August 2021 – One month break in programme 
August 2021 - Players selected, notified and places accepted 
September to June – 10 x monthly sessions, exact dates arranged and communicated by captains 
 
 
7. Selection reviews  
 
The attendance and attitude of players will be monitored by captains during training sessions. 
Captains will have the opportunity to review the selections of players with the Tennis Wales Head 
of Performance or the U10 County Coordinator twice per year if they feel there is a need to do so. 
It is possible that players could be de-selected or warned about the potential for de-selection 
following these reviews.  
 
 
8. Player and parent feedback  
 
There will be opportunities for players and parents to feedback on elements of the County 
Performance Programme and it would be appreciated if everyone involved would take the time to 
do this in order to help Tennis Wales continue to improve the way in which this element of the 
Player Pathway is delivered. 


