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CHAIRMAN'’S

WELCOME

tis with immense pride and excitement that |

welcome you all to the Lexus llkley Open 2025, held
at the historic llkley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club. As
we celebrate the 10th anniversary of this prestigious
tournament, we stand on the brink of our most
spectacular event yet, bringing world-class tennis and
unforgettable entertainment to the heart of Yorkshire.

The Lexus llkley Open has firmly established itself as

a cornerstone of the British grass court season, and
this year marks a historic milestone. For the first time,
our women's event joins the WTA Tour as a WTA 125
tournament, elevating its status and showcasing some
of the finest athletes in women'’s tennis. Alongside the
men'’s ATP Challenger event, we're set to deliver a
week of breathtaking competition on our pristine grass
courts, meticulously prepared to rival the best in the
world.

The journey over the past decade has been one of
ambition and growth, working to increase spectators
each year and creating a tennis event that appeals to
a wider audience. From humble beginnings, we've
trebled Centre Court capacity to nearly 1,700 seats,
expanded hospitality to accommodate 350 guests, and
enhanced our public areas to welcome record crowds.
Last year's sell-out days signalled that the appetite

for top-tier tennis in Ilkley and the North of England

is stronger than ever, and we're hoping for another
record year in 2025.

This year, we're thrilled to enhance the experience for
spectators, making the tournament a destination for
the tennis purist and recreational fan.

Beyond the Baseline is a series of events that extend
your day at the tennis and make it a truly memorable
experience. It is fitting that in the year of Bradford City
of Culture we bring a series of well known performers

and cultural acts to the J.Lindeberg stage.

Scouting For Girls headlined the tournament’s opening
weekend, and there’s a great line-up of brilliant acts
playing throughout the week, including a Silent Disco,
Ibiza Symphonic Orchestra, Toploader and a

Chris Moyles 90s Night. These additions, alongside our
renowned hospitality, ensure the Lexus llkley Open is
not just a tournament but a vibrant celebration for all,
attracting a new audience to the sport.

We are immensely grateful to our dedicated club
partners—Rathbones, OGL, and Victoria Malaga—for
their year-round support of the club and tournament.
Additionally, a heartfelt thank you to our tournament
partner, Lexus and the LTA, for their steadfast
commitment to this event. As a beacon for tennis in
Northern England, this tournament thrives and grows
only with the invaluable support of all our partners.

This year | must give special acknowledgment to our
grounds team, led by Will Rigg, whose efforts have
earned us the title of Grounds Team of the year at
the 2025 GMA Industry Awards. Their work ensures
our courts are a fitting stage for the athletes as they
prepare for the Wimbledon Championships.

| would like to wish all our players, guests and
spectators a fantastic week. Thank you for making
this event a sell-out success year on year. Whether
you're here for the tennis, the music, or the incredible
atmosphere, we are honoured to share this milestone
with you.

Let's make the Lexus Ilkley Open 2025 a week to
remember.

Rik Smith - Chairman, llkley Lawn Tennis &
Squash Club and Tournament Director,
Lexus llkley Open
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Welcome to the Lexus llkley Open 2025, a
cornerstone of summer sporting excellence

and community spirit. As General Manager, |'ve been
privileged to witness this tournament's remarkable journey
since 2015.

From flipping burgers in the rain for modest crowds 10
years ago to now overseeing a thriving event that draws
thousands, the llkley Open has become a must-do for
tennis fans and sports hospitality. This growth reflects the
passion of our dedicated team, whose year-round efforts
in planning, marketing, and delivery make our biggest
week shine.

The tournament injects over £600,000 into the local

economy, fuelled by vibrant crowds enjoying 1,200 litres
of Pimm’s and 6,000 strawberries! From fully booked
hotels and restaurants to bustling shops, it's a celebration
of sport and community and | can’t thank the people and
businesses of llkley enough for making it a huge team
effort.

I've served as GM at the club for two and a half years
and in that time, I'm proud to say we have grown our
membership by over 1,000 as we strive to make the club
the North’s pre-eminent rackets hub.

Guided by our master plan, we're building a legacy at
the heart of the local community and we look forward
to seeing you for some world-class tennis, unforgettable
moments, and the warmest Yorkshire welcome.

Chris Harrison-Bloom, General Manager

@D Lexus
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FROM THE LTA

On behalf of the LTA, I'm delighted to welcome you to the Lexus llkley Open. This is
a special tournament for fans and players alike, known for its picturesque setting and
friendly atmosphere. This year we have upgraded the women’s event from an ITF 100
to a WTA 125, which sits alongside the men's ATP 125, as part of our commitment

to deliver a high level series of both men’s and women's tournaments across Britain
during the Grass Court season. With top 100 players in the draw and the chance for
British players to impress before Wimbledon, we're hoping it will be a memorable tournament.

I would like to thank Lexus and all our commercial partners for their support, along with all the players, officials,
tournament staff, volunteers, and fans who make these events so welcoming. Finally, | would like to thank the
llkley Lawn Tennis and Squash Club for hosting the event once again.

Enjoy your visit,

Scott Lloyd- Chief Executive, LTA

FROM THE WTA

On behalf of the Hologic WTA Tour, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the Lexus
llkley Open.
As the global leader in women'’s sport, the WTA is proud to, once again, showcase

the very best of women's tennis here in llkley and at all our tournaments across the
world.

The WTA continues to uphold the values of inclusivity, empowerment, and equality,
and as one of sport’s few truly global properties, the Hologic WTA Tour will travel
to almost 30 nations and regions with over 70 tournaments across 2025, reaching a
global audience of one billion fans.
The WTA boasts an incredibly diverse array of players and personalities, many of which you will see here at the
Lexus Ilkley Open, from established athletes to emerging new talent eager to make their mark on the sport.
The dedicated tournament team at the Lexus Ilkley Open takes great pride in delivering an unforgettable
experience for players and fans alike and | would like to thank all the partners, sponsors, staff and volunteers,
who continually raise the bar in our collective mission of championing women'’s sport.
Finally, I would like to thank you, our loyal fans, for your tremendous support and passion for the WTA.

Whether you've been a life-long supporter of women'’s tennis, are joining us for the first time this season, or
somewhere in between, welcome to the 2025 Hologic WTA Tour.

All the best,
Portia Archer - CEO Women'’s Tennis Association

FROM LEXUS

It is with huge excitement that | welcome you to the Lexus llkley Open, an event
which forms part of the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) Grass Court Season, and a
significant milestone in our partnership with the LTA.

As we gather at these iconic venues, we look forward to witnessing the passion
and talent that define British tennis, and as lead partner to the LTA we continue to
celebrate all aspects of the game; from emerging to established players, from those
picking up a racket for the first time, to those lifting a trophy.

We wish all players and fans a spectacular summer filled with thrilling matches and
unforgettable moments.

Chris Hayes - Lexus UK Director
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& RATHBONES

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO
WRITE THE NEXT CHAPTER
IN YOUR WEALTH STORY,
RELY ON RATHBONES.

RATHBONES ARE PROUD TO BE A PRINCIPAL PARTNER
OF THE LEXUS ILKLEY OPEN TENNIS TOURNAMENT.

For further information, please contact Pat Doig on
O3 245 4488 or email patrick.doig@rathbones.com
or visit:

rathbones.com

The value of investments and the income from them may
go down as well as up and you may not get back what you
originally invested.

Rathbones is a trading name of Rathbones Investment Management Limited which is
authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.
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THE CLASS
OF 24

avid Goffin and Rebecca Marino were crowned

LEXUS ILKLEY OPEN 2025

Former world No.7 Goffin wasted no time in
defeating 22-year-old Harold Mayot by 6-4, 6-2 to
clinch his first grass court title.

The 33-year-old Belgian lost just three points on
serve in the second set to clinch the 21st singles
trophy of his career.

Canadian Marino was crowned the women'’s singles
champion after defeating France's Jessika Ponchet
4-6, 6-1, 6-4 in an epic battle which lasted one hour
and 35 minutes.

It was the 33-year-old's second career W100 singles
trophy - the other coming earlier in the season at
Irapuato.

Marino only lost nine points in the second set and
served out the decider in convincing fashion to see
out her first grass court title.

In the men’s double, American pair Evan King and
Reese Stalder defeated Christian Harrison and
Fabrice Martin by two sets to one while in the
women's double Kristina Mladenovic and Elena-
Gabriela Ruse triumphed in straight sets to lift the
crown against Quinn Gleason and Tang Qianhui.

10

\LTSCCOUK

last year’s Lexus llkley Trophy singles champions.

AOPHY



ROLL OF HONOUR

MEN'S SINGLES CHAMPION
2024 David Goffin

2023 Jason Kubler

2022 Zizou Bergs

2019 Dominik Képfer

2018 Sergiy Stakhovsky

2017 Marton Fucsovics

2016 Lu Yen-hsun

2015 Denis Kudla

MEN’'S DOUBLES CHAMPIONS

2024 Evan King & Reese Stalder

2023 Gonzalo Escobar & Aleksandr Nedovyesov
2022 Julian Cash & Henry Patten

2019 Santiago Gonzalez & Aisam-ul-Haqg Qureshi
2018 Austin Krajicek & Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
2017 Leander Paes & Adil Shamasdin

2016 Wesley Koolhof & Matwé Middelkoop

2015 Marcus Daniell & Marcelo Demoliner

WOMEN'S SINGLES CHAMPION
2024 Rebecca Marino

2023 Mirjam Bjorklund

2022 Dalma Galfi

2019 Monica Niculescu

2018 Tereza Smitkova

2017 Magdaléna Rybarikova

2016 Evgeniya Rodina

2015 Anna-Lena Friedsam

WOMEN'S DOUBLES CHAMPIONS

2024 Kristina Mladenovic & Elena-Gabriela Ruse
2023 Nao Hibino & Natalija Stevanovic

2022 Lizette Cabrera & Su Jeong Jang

2019 Beatriz Haddad Maia & Luisa Stefani
2018 Asia Muhammad & Maria Sanchez

2017 Anna Blinkova & Alla Kudryavtseva

2016 Yang Zhaoxuan & Zhang Kailin

2015 Raluca Olaru & Xu Yifan
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PARK
TENNIS
PROJECT

ver the last three years, the LTA has been

delivering an investment of more than £30million
from the UK Government and LTA Tennis Foundation
to transform thousands of park tennis courts across
Britain.

This landmark investment is bringing over 3,000 park
tennis courts across hundreds of local authorities

in England, Scotland and Wales back to life for
communities and into long-term sustainable use.

In 2021, 45% of park tennis courts across Britain
had fallen into disrepair, with poor playing surfaces,
subsidence or vandalism causing damage to nets,
courts and fencing.

To address this, the LTA's Park Tennis Project has been
renovating the courts in the worst condition, to ensure
that communities across the country have access to
quality facilities in their local parks.

The project is also rolling out digital infrastructure
in the form of gate access technology and online
booking through the LTA website and Play Tennis
app, to make it easier than ever to find, book and
get on court, tackling one of the biggest barriers to
participation.

But providing accessible, high-quality facilities is only
part of the job, and so the LTA has been working

with councils and tennis operators to ensure that the
right programmes and community engagement are in
place to grow participation on newly transformed park
courts. This includes Barclays Free Park Tennis, a free
weekly session led by local volunteers with equipment
provided, opening up opportunities for people to play
tennis for free no matter their age, background or
ability.

Parks that have been transformed in collaboration
with Bradford Metropolitan District Council are:

Lister Park

Menston Park

Myrtle Park

Northcliffe Park

Oxenhope Sports Association
Peel Park

Silsden Park

Temple Rhydding

Bowling Park
Cottingley Manor
Haworth Central Park

Scan the QR code to read more
about the Park Tennis Project.




Find and book your local court

LTA Tennis Foundation registered charity number: 1148421







EXPLORE MORE ON \
WW.JLINDEBERG.COM
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CELEBRATING A
DECADE OF WORLD

CLASS TENNIS

By Mark Bowness

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Ilkley
hosting this prestigious tennis tournament. We look
back on the past decade and see how it has grown
from a small event into the sporting spectacular it
is today.

t's hard to believe 10 years have passed since Denis
Kudla and Anna-Lena Friedsam lifted the men and
women'’s singles Ilkley Trophy for the first time.

Back then just a few hundred fans filled the makeshift
stand to watch the action unfold, little knowing just
how big the event would go on to become.

16

It was the start of a journey that has seen the
tournament elevated to international status and over
the past decade seen some of the world’s biggest
stars grace its courts.

_‘\\.!‘;‘-!"'
% T ‘r

Originally part of the Trophy Series - a new level of
tournament introduced in the UK to respond to the
extension of the grass court season and run up to
Wimbledon - llkley initially sat alongside Surbiton and
Manchester.

But as the grass court calendar was reshaped and
following llkley’s huge success and popularity, it was
decided this year to elevate the Yorkshire venue

to an Open event and for the first time, it will now
sit proudly alongside Eastbourne, Nottingham and
Birmingham as The Lexus llkley Open.

It is a rapid rise for a club that is at the heart of the
community and which has embraced the challenge of
delivering a sporting venue that is now regarded as
one of the best in Yorkshire and which has deservedly
been dubbed the Wimbledon of the North.




Its new position as an Open tournament means it
will appeal to an even greater calibre of player and
alongside the men’'s ATP Challenger Event, this year
will also see the women'’s event join the WTA Tour
as a WTA 125 tournament, pushing its status even
further and attracting some of the world’s greatest
female players to llkley.

It is a far cry from those early days and in the space
of 10 years, the club has increased its Centre Court
capacity from 380 to 1,700 seats, expanded its
hospitality offerings from a small tent that held 30
people into a series of banqueting suites that can
accommodate 350 guests, plus a food village that
caters for the 20,000 fans who now attend the event
each year.

Such has been its growth it is now regarded as one of
the game’s major grass court tournaments attracting
the best players in the world as well as acting as a
springboard for others to launch successful careers.

In 2016, the tournament saw former world number one
Daniil Medvedev grace the courts before he went on to
enjoy global dominance just a few years later, while in
2022, current Wimbledon and Australian Open men’s
doubles champ Henry Patten lifted the doubles crown
at llkley.

Top players like Maria Sakkari, Alex de Minaur, Jack
Draper, Jodie Burrage and Ons Jabeur have played at
llkley over the past 10 years with all of them enthusing
about the club and praising it for its unique setting,
friendly atmosphere and incredible playing surface. »
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But it is not just the players and fans who have
benefited from llkley’s emergence as a tennis hotbed,
and it is now estimated the tournament injects over
£600,000 into the local economy each year with the
influx of fans flocking into the famous old spa town to
spend in hotels, bars, restaurants and shops.

Each year the club has expanded its offerings off the
court to meet the demands of spectators and this
week will see them push the boat out even further with
the introduction of their new J.Lindeberg stage which
will serve up a week of entertainment and live music
featuring acts like Toploader and Scouting for Girls.

Such additions, alongside the club’s renowned
hospitality which will feature more than 20 food and

NOW

drink outlets serving up an array of international cuisine
over the week, reflects just how far the event has come
in 10 years and club chairman Rik Smith is immensely
proud of how the club and the community have helped
make it the success it is today.

He said: “This isn't just about tennis—it's about Ilkley
coming together. From kids in the ball crew to families
in the stands, we've built a festival that's put our town
on the map.

“Seeing thousands of spectators from the whole
region every year makes me incredibly proud and as
we hit our 10th year, I'm excited to welcome everyone
to the Lexus llkley Open because it is now more than a
tournament—it's a celebration of our community.”
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STARS OF ILKLEY

Since bursting onto the tennis scene in 2015, llkley has
welcomed some of the biggest names from the game

and there’s been no shortage of players who have used
the tournament as a springboard to go on and enjoy
even greater success.

Nobody has done that better than Danill Medvedev who
took to the court of LS29 in 2016 before going on to

win the US Open five years later and crowned the world
number one in 2022.

Current Wimbledon and Australian Open doubles champ
Henry Patten is another star who says playing at llkley
was the start of his journey to success. The Brit lifted the
doubles trophy here in 2022 with Julian Cash and never
looked back describing his experience at Ilkley as one
he'll never forget.

And this year promises another strong line-up with former
British number one Cameron Norrie; 2014 US Open
champion Marin Cilic and 2023 llkley champ

Jason Kubler just some of the big names in the draw.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Denis Kudla, the 2015 llkley Trophy winner: “| have nothing but great memories of llkley and winning the
trophy there was extra special as it was my first tournament win on grass, It's an incredible setting and | look
forward to returning one day.”

Former British number one Andrew Castle: “The welcome from the people of llkley has always been so warm
and the courts offer the perfect preparation for Wimbledon. From volunteers to the ball crews, organisers and
sponsors to club members and spectators, llkley offers so much and is one of the UK's finest and friendliest clubs.”

Jodie Burrage, the 2022 llkley women'’s runner up: “I've got nothing but nice things to say about llkley and it is
a great preparation for Wimbledon. | was blown away by the club, the town and the atmosphere and in terms of a
setting, it really does take some beating.”

British tennis star Paul Jubb: As a Yorkshire lad, llkley is the closest thing to playing on home soil and the
support | got there in 2019 was incredible. It's a fantastic club and set up and I'd love to return there one day and
lift the trophy.”

Henry Patten, reigning Wimbledon and Australian Open doubles champ and llkley doubles winner in 2022:
“llkley will always hold a special place in my heart, and that's all because of the efforts of the entire team. | hope
that you continue overachieving and giving British players the best chance at a career in tennis. “
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SCHEDULE
OF
PLAY

SUNDAY 8TH JUNE

Men's and Women's qualifying

MONDAY 9TH JUNE

Men's and Women's qualifying
Men's and Women'’s main draw singles
Men’s and Women'’s doubles

TUESDAY 10TH JUNE

Men'’s and Women'’s main draw singles
Men's and Women'’s doubles

WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE

Men's and Women'’s main draw singles
Men's and Women'’s doubles

THURSDAY 12TH JUNE

Men's and Women'’s main draw singles
Men's and Women'’s doubles

FRIDAY 13TH JUNE

Men’s and Women's quarter-final
Men's and Women's doubles semi-final

SATURDAY 14TH JUNE

Men’s and Women'’s singles semi-final
Men’s and Women'’s doubles final*

SUNDAY 15TH JUNE

Men and Women'’s singles finals

* Men's and Women's doubles finals are subject to a
change of day

(All matches are subject to change dependent on
weather)



THE ORIGINAL BEER
OF MALAGA SINCE 1928

Please enjoy responsibly 4.8%

be drinkaware.co.uk
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COURT TO SITE SUCCESS

“As Principal Partner of the Lexus llkley
Open 2025, OGL Construction is proud to
sponsor this exclusive fixture on Britain's

tennis calendar. This partnership celebrates
shared values of ambition, excellence, and

attention to detail—on the court and on every

project we build.

If you're looking for a construction
partner who understands your vision,
prioritizes safety, and delivers
_ with integrity, we're ready to
build with you.

We Design.
We Build.
We Maintain.



Who Are?

At OGL Construction, we combine expertise with integrity to deliver exceptional results across residential,

commercial, and specialist sectors—safely, on time, and within budget. We build lasting partnerships through
precision, trust, and a commitment to excellence

We Design '

At OGL, eorl& involvement means
smarter decisions. We guide gro;ects
from con¢ept to costed plan—
aligning vision with budget, reducing
risk, and, supporting bold, yiable
demgn from day one. We’ ;‘e partners
in pro;eTt success. f

|

ll". \
\ )

\
We Build %

s /' \

At OGL, we bgﬂﬂ wnth purpqSe— '
combining experience, precision, and
integrity. From infrastructure to
bespoke builds, we déliver safely, on
time, and beyond expectations—
focusing on quality, trust, and lasting
relationships across every sector we
serve. ~

We Maintain

OGL's Maintenance Division delivers
end-to-end building care, from
detailed audits and scheduled
servicing to rapid emergency
response. Our cloud-based system
ensures full visibility, proactive
maintenance, and long-term
protection of your property and
investment.

www.oglconstruction.co.uk



CLUB PARTNER
SPOTLIGHT

Thank you to all our club sponsors for supporting ILTSC this year.
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A CUT ABOVE THE REST

|t’s little wonder the courts at llkley look so immaculate
again this week, given they are lovingly looked after by
the best in the business.

That is the accolade bestowed upon the management
team and ground staff at ILTSC this year after they
picked up two major prizes at the Grounds Management
Association Industry Awards at Liverpool Football Club.

Head Groundsman Will Rigg was crowned Groundsman
of the Year while his team also won the Professional
Tennis Courts Grounds Team of the Year defeating the
likes of Manchester City Football Club and the

All England Club, home of the Wimbledon
Championships.

It is an incredible achievement for Rigg and his team and
testament to the hours and dedication they put in each
year to deliver such a world-class playing surface.

L [ ] - v

> ASSOCIATIO"
o

Rigg said: “It is brilliant for Ilkley to beat someone
like Wimbledon, with the resources they have and |
am incredibly proud of the whole team for the long
hours they put in, not just this week but over the
whole year, to ensure the courts look so good.”

Talking about his own coveted award he added:
“| didn't have an inkling about that and | was
totally shocked when they read my name out but
it is nice to be acknowledged for a job that | love
doing.”

Following the death of much-loved former head
groundsman Richard Lord, Rigg took over the reins
in 2022 and works alongside full-time groundsmen
Pete Crowther and Jamie Teale during the season
and a part-time team of up to seven who help out
in the build-up and throughout tournament week.

The ILTSC Grounds Team of the Year

.




Isabella and Hu

go

Groundsman of the Year Will Rigg

FLYING THE FLAG

wo llkley youngsters are lighting up the world tennis
stage after been picked to represent Great Britain.

ILTSC club members Isabella Egglestone, 11 and
Hugo Asmussen, 10 were both selected for friendly
matches against Belgium and France and made a big
impression as they proved age is no barrier to talent at
international level.

Isabella, with her fierce determination and powerful
groundstrokes, showcased a baseline game far beyond
her years while her relentless energy and focus left
opponents and coaches in awe, cementing her as a
future star.

While Hugo, a dynamic 10-year-old, shone with his all-
court game, combining precise serves, sharp net play,
and a composure under pressure against top European
juniors that promises a bright future.

Already making waves on llkley Lawn Tennis & Squash
Club’s performance programme and honed on the club’s
iconic grass courts, both dream of one day competing in
the Lexus Ilkley Open — a tournament that in recent years
has been such an inspiration to them.

And now, under llkley’s expert coaching team lead by
head coach Kyle Brassington, Isabella and Hugo are one
step further to making that a reality and we'd love to one
day see them lift the trophy at their home town club.




LEXUS ILKLEY OPEN 2025

30

ILTSC.CO.UK

A SOLID
FOUNDATION

The LTA Tennis Foundation’s mission is to improve lives
through tennis by ensuring every child, young person,
and adult can access the unique and life-changing
benefits the sport offers.

orking throughout Great Britain, the LTA Tennis

Foundation focuses on underserved communities
and under-represented groups, ensuring they reach
those who face the biggest barriers to sport and who can
benefit the most.

Local to llkley, the LTA Tennis Foundation supports
Breaking Barriers Tennis Association (BBTA) which aims to
break down obstacles people face when trying to access
tennis. The programme works to integrate children

from non-traditional tennis playing backgrounds into a
traditional tennis environment.

Justin Taundi, the BBTA Founder said: “We have found
that good, fun coaching by LTA-accredited coaches,

in good tennis facilities, has seen children thrive in our
programme. We are grateful for parents who've trusted
us and stepped outside their comfort zone, our excellent
delivery partners, who play a key role in delivering great
consistent, regular playful coaching over a long period
which will embed tennis and physical activity into the
lives of children from our community, allowing them to
reap the social, mental and physical benefits of playing
the sport. Most importantly, we're grateful and amazed
by the kids in our programme who have embraced tennis
and have just been Ace!”

HOW THE LTA TENNIS
FOUNDATION MAKES AN IMPACT

Supporting organisations: Financially supporting and
collaborating with charities and organisations embedded
within their communities, who use tennis as a force for
good.

Enabling communities and schools: Funding expertise
and equipment to make tennis accessible to all.

Developing facilities: Improving access to tennis by
developing, often neglected, facilities and courts.

Support the LTA Tennis Foundation today by entering
the raffle for your chance to win tennis prizes. Just head
to their gazebo in the Fan Village to purchase your
tickets or look out for the team in pink t-shirts around
the tournament.

LTATennis
Foundation
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WINNING
ILKLEY
MADE ME
BELIEVE

By Mark Bowness

Reigning Wimbledon and Australian Open men’s
doubles champ Henry Patten reveals how winning
the doubles at Ilkley in 2022 was the launchpad for
his success.

hen British tennis star Henry Patten arrived in

llkley in 2022, little did he realise it would be
a tournament that would help propel him to global
doubles dominance.

But the likeable 29-year-old says winning the
Yorkshire event three years ago was the catalyst

for him to become a two-time Grand Slam champ
after clinching the 2024 Wimbledon Championships
and the Australian Open with playing partner Harri
Heliovaara, this year.

Looking back he said: “2022 was the beginning of my
doubles career really and winning at llkley in a very
strong draw catapulted us into the doubles tour and
gave us a lot of self-belief.

“I'll always be grateful for that win as it was the start
of everything and helped give me a huge amount of
confidence and for that reason llkley will always hold
a special place in my heart.”

Having been given a wildcard to the Ilkley event with
partner Julian Cash, the pair went on to win the final
in straight sets in front of a passionate home crowd
and it was the start of a run that saw them win 11
consecutive ATP doubles finals.

He said: “That really was the turning point and of
course winning in front of a home crowd at llkley
made it even sweeter. I'll be forever grateful for their
help in getting us over the line.




“llkley is now a massively important event on the tour,
especially to British players trying to break through in
professional tennis. I'm a good example of someone
who owes a lot to the volunteers, members and
organisers for putting the event on.

"I know plenty of players that have spoken to me very
fondly about their time at llkley and that speaks volumes
not only for the club, but for all the people involved in the
tournament.”

It has been a meteoric rise for Patten, who having
previously played college tennis in America was ready to
walk away from the sport before a postgraduate course at
Durham University in 2019.

He turned professional a year later, but says it was only
after a successful 2022 that began with his victory in
llkley that he decided to seriously focus on a doubles
career.

He said: “A few years ago | don't think | ever thought
| would be where | am now. | thought maybe | had

a chance of playing in some big events, but winning
them is another story. The past 12 months have been
a whirlwind, to put it mildly. It's been highlighted by
winning Wimbledon and the Australian Open, but
there have also been lots of other milestones that |
thought would take years to accomplish. I've loved
every second of it and hopefully | can continue that
success in the years to come.” »
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As llkley once again gets ready to welcome some
of the world’s top tennis players and thousands
of fans to this year's prestigious Lexus Ilkley

Open, the town is gearing up for another week to
remember.

10 years after it first arrived, the buzz about the
sporting spectacular gets bigger every year with
locals and businesses getting in the mood by
dressing their windows and putting out the bunting
to mark the occasion.

Set against the stunning backdrop of Illkley Moor
and the River Wharfe, over 20,000 tennis fans are
expected to travel to the club this year to enjoy not
only world-class tennis action but a whole feast of
entertainment laid on throughout the week.

For the first time the club’s Beyond the Baseline
extravaganza will see a series of evening events with
big names including Scouting for Girls, Toploader,
Skinny Living and Chris Moyles lined up to entertain
the crowds.

It's been a good year for the famous spa town after
it was recently recognised as The Sunday Times Best
Place to Live in the North and North East 2025 and
the return of the tennis will be the highlight of a
packed calendar of summer events.

With so many extra visitors expected to attend this
year's tournament and the Beyond the Baseline
evening shows, it all adds up to a huge financial
boost to the local economy as spectators explore the
town, book accommodation and visit Ilkley’s many
shops, bars, restaurants and cafes.

In fact, the club estimates that an additional
£600,000 will be generated for the Ilkley economy,
not only by visitors, but also by the players and
officials who use hotels, restaurants and other local
services in the area this week.

With an incredible atmosphere in the town and a
sense of community pride amongst the residents and
businesses, fans can expect a very warm Yorkshire
welcome from the people of llkley for this sporting
and music festival..

To add to the feel-good factor, 46 businesses,
including shops, restaurants, bakeries, art galleries,
estate agents, opticians and more, have participated
in a special Lexus llkley Open tennis-inspired window
display competition with the winning business
treated to Finals Day tickets.

One of the businesses who went to town on its
decorations for the tournament last year is

Lister Horsfall Jewellers, whose vibrant and stunning
window and door display captured the admiration of
everyone who passed by.

Store Manager George Nolan was delighted with the
reaction to the display and is looking forward to the
excitement the tennis always brings to the town. »
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He said: “We feel so lucky to have such a prestigious
tennis tournament right here in llkley and it brings
such a buzz to the town! It's always a pleasure meeting
visitors and locals as they explore everything llkley has
to offer.

“We loved seeing all the tennis fans stop to enjoy our
tennis-themed window last year and we're proud to be
part of a community that comes together and makes
these moments feel special.”

The manager of the llkley Business District (BID), Sarah
Brookfield-Almond, is a passionate supporter of the
Lexus llkley Open and is always pleased to welcome
the event and its visitors to the town.

She said: “The BID's overall aims are to support the
local economy, boost visitor numbers and raise the
overall profile and appeal of llkley as a great place to
live, visit and do business, and we're so pleased that
the tournament is bringing new visitors to the area to
experience everything the town has to offer, including
our amazing businesses.

“We've been working closely with the tennis club

and the local businesses to ensure that BID members
capitalise on the huge promotional opportunities
afforded by this world class tennis tournament. This
has included the invitation to feature product samples,
offers and promotions in the players’ welcome packs,
and a joint networking brunch at the club with free
access to the tennis.

“We're delighted that our shops, restaurants and
businesses are really embracing the Lexus llkley Open
and it's lovely to see their creative and imaginative
window displays and the synergy between the town
and the tennis club.”
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RALLY FOR
TOMORROW

To deliver the LTA's vision of Tennis Opened Up
and ensure that tennis is accessible and thriving
for generations to come, it's vital that everyone rallies
together to protect the sport and the places we play.

This is important for tennis at all levels, from grand
slams to local park sessions. A greater number of
tennis venues than ever are at risk of regular and more
severe flooding, while more extreme temperatures
are increasingly impacting delivery of events, and the
wellbeing of players who participate at them.

The LTA's Environmental Sustainability Plan is focused
on securing a lasting future for tennis in Britain, using
the power of tennis to change attitudes towards
sustainability and bring about positive change.

The LTA has produced a range of resources for tennis
venues to help them to be more sustainable, no
matter their membership size or number of courts,
such as by reducing energy usage, supporting
biodiversity, or eliminating waste.

THE GRASS COURT SEASON

The LTA Grass Court Season attracts thousands of
fans every year, and it is vital that the events put as
many measures as possible in place to reduce any
potential harmful environmental impact. The LTA has
introduced a number of steps to make their events
more environmentally friendly, including:

® Using Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) fuel to
power temporary generators on-site, which results
in 90% less emissions than standard fuels.

All tournament fleet vehicles used across LTA events
are hybrid and nearly 50% are fully electric models,
thanks to a partnership with Lexus.

Donating more than two tonnes of food to local
food charities to reduce food waste

Water refill stations for spectators, players and
officials to fill their water bottles for free and
remove over 220,000 single-use plastic bottles,
thanks to a partnership with BRITA.

571 MAKING HISTORY
IS THIRSTY. WORK

Thanks far helping Us ramove 100,000
single-use plastic water botties from
LTA tournaments this summer

Through the LTA Buying Group, venues are able to
secure preferential rates across areas like green energy
tariffs, solar panel installation and electric vehicle
charging points, whilst the LTA Tennis Foundation’s
Quick-Access Loan Scheme offers funding to venues
for transition to more energy-efficient floodlighting.

Most tennis balls will only be played with for 4-6 hours
on court, but each ball can take up to 300 years to
degrade in landfill. The LTA has been working with
providers to roll out tennis ball recycling at venues
across Great Britain to ensure that balls are recycled
for use in other products.

PLAY YOUR PART

Whilst everyone in British tennis must pull together to
play their part, as a fan and spectator there are some
things you can do which can make a big difference:

® Use your own reusable bottle to fill up at the
available refill stations.

Choose a low carbon option from one of the menus
onsite.

Use the right bin for your waste .

Use public transport to travel to and from events.

Scan to find out more about
the LTA's Sustainability practices
across the grass court season.
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SERVING UP
A TREAT

After the incredible success of last year’s food village
and first-class hospitality offerings, 2025 will see the
party expand further with even more food, drink and
entertainment served up throughout the week.

ust when you thought it couldn’t get any bigger, the team

behind The Lexus llkley Open have once again raised the
bar to make this year the most spectacular event both on
and off the court.

llkley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club will be the place to head
this week for a non-stop line-up of world-class tennis and
entertainment.

For when the action stops on court, there’ll be no shortage
of things to do and see in the fan zone with the arrival of the
J.Lindeberg stage which will welcome a whole host of top
acts to keep you entertained well into the night.

The brilliant Scouting For Girls got the party started at the
tournament’s opening weekend and throughout this week
there'll be no shortage of local acts and unique events to
enjoy including a Silent Disco, Ibiza Symphonic Orchestra,
Toploader and a Chris Moyles 90s Night.

These exciting additions, alongside the club’s renowned
hospitality offerings will ensure a vibrant festival atmosphere
for all who attend.

Having proved so popular in 2024, the food court will be
expanding even further this year to make way for even more
caterers and the return of llkley’s largest beer garden.

Shoot the Bull, the award-winning British street food brand,
will once again return to head up the corporate catering with
another decadent dining experience lined up for hospitality
guests in the Lexus Lounge, The Rathbones Centre Court
Hospitality Suite and the OGL Garden Bar.




Meanwhile outside in the food village, tennis fans will be
able to take a break from the tennis to tuck into a wide range
of tempting cuisine from around the world which alongside
Shoot the Bull's famous street food offerings, will be provided
by some of Yorkshire's best-loved restaurants, bars and delis.

Included in this year’s line-up of gastronomic delights will
be stalls from pizza guys Knead n Feed, Juicy Sushi, Friends
of Ham, Brook Street Deli, Northern Bloc ice-cream, Love is
Churros, Peacocks curry house and Tikk’s Thai Kitchen.

And in addition, there'll also be a huge Victoria Malaga public
bar and spacious beer garden to kick-back and relax in.

It all adds up to the perfect setting to come and watch
the tennis, enjoy live music and bask in the beauty of what
promises to be an unforgettable week of action.




WARRENDALE

WAGYU

AWARD WINNING BRITISH WAGYU BEEF DELIVERED TO YOU

Warrendale Wagyu represents a unique collaboration of British farmers dedicated to producihg the finest
quality British Wagyu beef. We are a Yorkshire-based business, currently_"working in partnership with over 700
farmers across the UK, crossing our fullblood Wagyu genetics with dairy cows to produce a Wagyu cross,
known as an F1 Wagyu. This method supports the British Dairy Industry and guarantees exceptional
consistency, traceability, and sustainability. Our cattle are raised in a slow-growing, grass-based system,
allowing them to mature naturally and ensuring the highest welfare standards. They graze on land often
unsuitable for growing crops, helping to maintain the natural landscape while reducing environmental impact.
Wagyu beef, which originates from Japan, is celebrated globally for its superior marbling, tenderness, and rich
flavour. At Warrendale Wagyu, we take pride in producing and supplying our affordable luxury beef, delivering
restaurant-quality products directly to your door.
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WEDDING CATERING
A UNIQUE WEDDING EXPERIENCE

Award-winnning catering

Shoot the Bull is an award-winning wedding and events
company that offers bespoke services to cater for your
individual needs.

Based in Yorkshire, they offer everything
from wedding breakfasts to fun street food
and provide a complete service ensuring you
have an unforgettable experience from
the moment you enquire.

For all enquiries please contact:
07359 204595
enquiries@shootthebull.co.uk
www.shootthebull.co.uk
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THE
DREAM
TEAM

We pay tribute to the incredible ground staff,
the hundreds of volunteers and the brilliant ball
crews who give up their time to help make the

Lexus llkley Open such a success each year.

For the past 10 years, tennis fans have flocked
to Ilkley to see some of the world’s top players
battle it out on court.

And while they are undoubtedly the stars of the
show, a group of dedicated unsung heroes are the
real reason the tournament has proved so successful
and continues to grow in size and stature.

For without the help of the incredible crews who
work tirelessly behind the scenes in the build-up to
the tournament and throughout the week, none of
it would be possible.

Award-winning head groundsman Will Rigg and his
team once again deserve huge credit for getting
the courts in such beautiful condition and it was no
surprise to many when he won Groundsman of the
Year and the team won Professional Tennis Courts
Grounds Team of the Year, at this year's Grounds
Management Association Industry Awards.

Meanwhile off the courts another big thank you
goes to the countless volunteers from ILTSC who
have once again stepped up to help ensure the
needs of players, members and guests are all met
throughout the week.

Headed by Marione Horsley and Simon Bentley,
who celebrate 10 years of working tirelessly

to recruit and co-ordinate the 160 generous
volunteers to fill over 800 three-hour shifts that are
needed to make the tournament run so smoothly.

Simon said: “After 10 years of helping run the
tournament we are eternally grateful for the
assistance and enthusiasm shown by so many

of our members who all help make it such a
successful week and it is great to see so many
getting involved so willingly in the different roles
required.”

Another stalwart of the club over the past decade
has been Robbie Burnett who again resumes

his role of organising the volunteer drivers who
take the players and officials to and from their
accommodation and transport connections and
ensures everybody gets to the club on time.

This year will again see another dedicated ball
crew team doing an incredible job with a total of
nearly 100 children, mainly from llkley Grammar
School, running the courts.

Having spent the past five weeks preparing the
children for their roles, ILTSC coach

Colin Campbell, who has overseen their training
said: "Once again the team have stepped up and
| can't thank them enough for their dedication and
willingness.

"It is a great opportunity for the kids of llkley to
be involved in such a prestigious event and they
play such an important role over the week which
doesn’t go unnoticed by anybody at the club.”
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Since hosting our first ATP Trophy event in 2015
we’ve come a long way.

Here’s some of the incredible numbers we have

N U M B E Rs chalked up over the past 10 years..

million pound
poost to the

economy children working on the ball teams

7,000

hospitality guests

000 12,000

Mea |S SO ‘ d nights booked in local hotels

2,500 80,000

Itres
of Pimms drunk

fans attended

staff and volunteers employed

strawberries eaten

1.6
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Live Well, Eat Well, Grow.
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HIGH-QUALITY
GARDEN FURNITURE

JOIN MOOR REWARDS FOR
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-3 WITH A DIFFERENCE

Find us at Coutances Way, Ilkley, LS29 7HQ
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¥ IMPLANT CLINIC

REGENT
DENTAL

COSMETIC & IMPLANT CLINIC

Conveniently located in
the heart of likley, just a
short walk from the
town’s shops, cafés, and
amenities.

OUR SERVICES:

& General Dentistry
& Implants

& Invisalign®

& Smile Makeovers
& Sedation

& Oral Surgery

& Hygiene

& Denplan

More Information:

01943 661331

TREATMENTS

INVISALIGN'CLEAR
ALIGNERS 'FROM £2,250

Ever wanted a beautifully straight smile
without the hassle of metal braces?
Invisalign®offers a discreet, comfortable
solution.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
FROM £2,795

Say goodbye to gaps and hello to a
beautifully restored, confident smile with
our high-quality dental implants.

COMPOSITE
BONDING

Feeling self-conscious about chips, gaps,
or uneven teeth? Composite bonding
could be the perfect fix for a flawless
smile.
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A DEDICATED
WORKFORCE

Made up of Coaches, Officials, Activators, and
Venue-Based Volunteers, meet the LTA Workforce
who are inspiring countless individuals to pick up a
racket and embrace both tennis and padel.

COACHES

Coaches are at the very heart of tennis and padel in
Britain. They are often responsible for the very first
experience people have when they step on court and
play a vital role in growing the sport. Coaches offer
expert tactical and technical tuition and drills and help
to set short, medium, and longer term goals to drive
player improvement.

With a comprehensive qualification pathway and an
industry-leading professional accreditation scheme, the
LTA supports coaches throughout their career, giving
them the guidance and resources to become the best
coach they can be.

OFFICIALS

Almost all LTA events and competitions in Great Britain
wouldn't be possible without the support of officials.
There are multiple officiating roles, from Competition
Organisers at local tournaments all the way up to Chair
Umpires at Grand Slam events, the LTA supports each
and every official to reach their aspirations in the game.

Similar to the LTA Coach Accreditation Scheme, the
LTA Officials License Scheme provides world-class

continuous professional development opportunities
as well as insurance, legal and tax advice and access
to many more fantastic benefits.

ACTIVATORS

Activators play a vital role in helping take tennis to
people and places it has never been before. These
individuals are currently helping deliver a multitude
of programmes, including LTA SERVES and Barclays
Free Park Tennis sessions across communities in
Great Britain. Activators are facilitators of play

(as opposed to coaching), focusing on creating a
sense of belonging and community, and helping to
make the sport enjoyable and accessible to anyone
starting out.

The LTA helps Activators in community groups
and venues to facilitate tennis with easy to access
training, extensive resources and lesson plans, as
well as providing essential equipment.

VENUE-BASED VOLUNTEERS

Over 25,000 people choose to volunteer in tennis
across Britain, whether it be supporting at local
courts and venues, or helping at the LTA Major
Events in the summer.

There are a wide variety of ways to volunteer in
tennis and the LTA offers guidance, training and
support for people looking to get involved, as well
as venues looking to recruit different roles.




ABD-UR’S STORY

Fifteen years after first joining the junior programme
at Heaton Tennis Club in Bradford, Abd-ur is now
a qualified Level 3 LTA Coach, with an extensive
coaching programme, including Visually Impaired

(VI) sessions.

After being introduced to VI tennis while undertaking
his Level 2 Instructor course, Abd-ur became aware of
a visually impaired gentleman at Heaton Tennis Club
in need of coaching. Five years later, not only is
Abd-ur still coaching the same player but he has
expanded the VI programme to include monthly
sessions as well as several one-to-one lessons.

Last year, Abd-ur had the privilege of supporting
one of his players at a VI event at Wimbledon in
The All England Lawn Tennis Club indoor facility
and he is delighted at the progress they have made.
He said: “The fact my players are travelling all over
the country, to Wales, Glasgow and London to do
something they really love, brings me great joy and
makes me very proud of what they've achieved.”

When discussing how developing the VI programme
has influenced his coaching, Abd-ur added: “With VI
tennis, in particular, trust is incredibly important, so
it's key to get to know the person not just the player.
Everyone is unique, from VI adults to the kids playing
red ball and as coach, you need to be able to cater to
their individual needs.”

Building that trust and personability has not only
helped make Abd-ur a better coach but has also
led to him becoming a role model for the younger
members of the club.

As well as being inspired by watching professionals
play at the highest level, Abd-ur says it was
somebody much closer to home who was his greatest
role model and he will always be grateful to the team
at Heaton who set him on the road to coaching. He
said: “Heaton has always had a really strong coaching
setup with a great mix of male and female coaches
and my first tennis coach, Kyle, who like me was
British Pakistani, was a huge inspiration to me as a
youngster.”

And last year, Abd-ur had the unique experience of
leading a one-to-one session for his old coach and
he said: “I don't think he understands how much

he really helped me. He gave me so much when |
was younger, | don't think I'd have gone this far in
coaching if it weren't for him, he was a lot more than
a coach, he was a role model for me and someone
that | looked up to.”

Y

Now Abd-ur has transitioned into that position of role
model himself, with parents thanking him for building
their child’s confidence as well as their sporting ability.

He added: “’I've coached the same children from the
ages of four and five and it is so rewarding to see
their development both as players and young people
as they grow up.”

Talking about the impact of the workforce, Merlin Van
de Braam, Head of Coach & Official Development

& Support at the LTA said, “Getting involved in the
delivery of tennis can be fantastically rewarding.
Whether it is organising competitions, providing
coaching, or getting people to play for the first time,
tennis is an exciting industry where you get to keep fit,
work with great people and learn lots of great skills for
life both on or off the court.”

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the LTA
Workforce, engagement and participation in British
tennis continues to grow.

If you have been inspired by
Abd-ur’s story and would like
further information about how to
get in to coaching, scan the QR
code to see how you can become
a tennis or padel coach.
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PLAY YOUR
ART OUT

We feature the eye-catching work of Yorkshire
artist Justin Burns who has created a series of
stunning prints to mark the 10th anniversary of
The Lexus llkley Open.

he art of words is a beautiful thing and nobody
captures that better than Justin Burns whose stunning
work has been lighting up galleries across the country.

And the Yorkshire-based graphic designer and artist has
now produced a series of stunning prints to commemorate
the 10 years that llkley has been host to the prestigious
tennis tournament.

Justin, who brilliantly combines his passion for art and the
written word with powerful simplicity, was commissioned
by leading Yorkshire lifestyle magazine beyond to produce
a striking front cover for their summer issue and as these
vibrant images show, he didn’t disappoint.

His incredible use of colours, shapes, text and numbers
provide the perfect backdrop to his work and earned
him a growing reputation in the art world and seen

him collaborate with Yorkshire poet lan McMillan and
esteemed typographical artist Anthony Burrill in recent
years.

Focusing on how lettering, typography, and graphic
design contribute to the development and experience of
various landscapes and subjects, Justin has brought to life
the sights and sounds of everything from rugged Yorkshire
moorland to English seaside resorts and his work to mark
the 10th anniversary of this Yorkshire sporting showcase is
no exception.

Last year, his stunning exhibition Signs of the Seaside saw
him work with McMillan and Burrill to portray the nostalgia
of seaside resorts and his use of typography to capture the
magic of piers, promenades, fairgrounds and theatres were
a revelation.

Based in Menston, West Yorkshire, Justin’s work was
also showcased at the tennis club last year in a series
that perfectly captured the rugged landscape of llkley
alongside its sporting heritage.

Justin Burns is a graphic designer, artist, and
Head of the School of Arts at the University of Derby.

You can see more of his work on instagram
@jburnsdesign.
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To learn more about Addleshaw Goddard - an international law firm,
celebrating 250 years of supporting local businesses - please contact:

Lucy Sturrock, Partner, Head of Leeds Office
E-Mail: lucy.sturrock@addleshawgoddard.com

&

(| ADDLESHA
J GODDARD

N



O exus

ILKLEY

- OPEN -
W YYTA1ZS




