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This factsheet provides information about Talent ID in schools

Talent Attraction

As kids enter the game for the first time, through interest generated in parks and local schools, they maybe given the
chance to experience tennis through the red/orange/green development system and competition framework.

Those who show some ability and aptitude for the game, (mainly those between 7 and 9 yrs) are put forward by the
local coaches to County run Talent ID days which are run by a team of 24 Talent and Performance Co-ordinators,
located around the country.

Guidance

It is commonly recognised that tennis has developed a poor reputation within the School Sport infrastructure as
being a ‘talent orientated’ or ‘cherry picking sport’ and only interested in talented players.

The framework for PE and School Sport suggests that a multi-skill approach should primarily be used for the
teaching of pupils up until Year 4 (8-9yrs).

No activity in schools should be solely driven by, or sold as a Talent
ID exercise. For example, a ‘Talent ID Session’ for the best 6 pupils
in Reception during curriculum time’, should never happen!

Activity in schools should be used as a talent attraction exercise,
with Talent ID being a secondary aim, or taking place at the club.
Activity in schools should be open and accessible to all pupils in the
selected classes/year groups.

Activity in schools should be well structured, with each session
containing; warm-ups, ABCs, main theme and a game/competitive
element.

More information:

‘Gifted and Talented’ is one of the 10 strands of the government’s PE &
Sport Strategy for Young People. The strategy supports gifted and talented
pupils in PE and sport, to help them to realise their full potential - both in
sport and education.

For more information, visit the two websites below:

www.youthsporttrust.org/talent or www.youthsporttrust.org/qgifted
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