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·  What’s involved?  
·  What it feels like to be 

involved.  
·  Why you should get 

involved….   

  

v Young Volunteers  
Role - Competition Organiser  
 

Why?  - To help run more junior 
competitions and provide more 
high quality competitive 
opportunities for junior tennis 
players  

 

       

   
 Jonty and Lauren, v Young Volunteers in Durham and Cleveland  
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How we were recruited? 
Jo Cunliffe, Tennis Development 
Manager for Durham and Cleveland 
contacted all the clubs and a 
number of tennis parents in Durham 
and Cleveland to introduce an 
exciting new volunteering 
opportunity – young competition 
organiser.  
 
8 young volunteers (aged 16-25) 
attended the course in September 
2008. The course provided training 
on how to run competitions and 
they each received a t-shirt and 
competition organisers’ toolkit to 
use at their local club.   

Why did the volunteers 
want to get involved? 
Most of the attendees were already 
assisting with their clubs tennis 
programmes and helping to run mini 
tennis leagues. Therefore this was 
a perfect opportunity to further 
develop their skills ensuring they 
had the confidence and tools to 
deliver competitions by themselves. 
 
The confidence building and 
rewarding nature of running 
competitions was also a factor in 
taking up the course.   

 
 
 
“This is great for my Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and also I 
can put it on my UCAS form 
when I apply to University.  My 
CV is already growing!  But 
also being able to run these 
events that I’ve helped out 
with already will be very 
satisfying!”   

What did the volunteers 
think of the training and 
toolkit? 
The training gave the competition 
organisers a good insight into 
what’s required to run a high quality 
competition. 

 
“I didn’t realise the 
organisation of running an 
event. Great preparation prior 
to the day will ensure that it 
runs smoothly and the 
participants enjoy it.  I 
particularly enjoyed learning 
the round robin boxes and 
how you work them out…it’s 
always fascinated me about 
how that works and the rock, 
paper, scissors game made it 
clearer!” 
 
Another organiser thought the 
toolkit was… 
 
“A great looking toolkit for 
starters and easy to carry.  
The tape measure is great and 
I took it to an event last month 
and gave it to the young 
people who were helping to 
lower the nets in the orange 
competition.  The USB pen 
had literally everything you 
need on and again it’s easy to 
carry with you!” 

How the volunteers ran 
their first competition 
and what it felt like! 
The first competition was a tad 
scary to start with as we hadn’t 

 
Jessica, v Young Volunteer 
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done it before but I was buzzing at 
the end of it and really proud of 
what we had achieved.    
 
On the day we set up the courts, 
put out the cones for scoring, did 
the welcome speech, demonstration 
and the presentation.  The scariest 
part was probably speaking to all 
the parents at the beginning but I 
had my notes to remind me what to 
say and it wasn’t that bad after all!   
 
Once the parents knew what was 
happening they were all happy and 
the players started playing. The 
most important thing is the 
planning…with the volunteers to 
umpire, scorecards, players and 
equipment then things will go 
great…but this is all prior to the 
event!  If you get the planning right 
before then everything else should 
go well!”  

 

What does the future 
hold? 
“The opportunities that will come 
from this are great. I am definitely 
interested in a coaching career and 
learning all these skills now will give 
me a head start with that!   

Prior to that I can help run more 
competitions at our local club and 
I’ve got a few ideas about some 
fundraisers in the Spring / 
Summer!” 

Why others should get 
involved! 
“The satisfaction of seeing all 
this activity going ahead and 
to think I have got a lot to do 
with it is the most rewarding 

thing ever!   Although scary at 
first, talking to parents and 
other adults has built my 
confidence and that is going 
to help me with other areas of 
life…university / job 
interviews here I come!” 

 
“You can do this with your mates 
and have a great time down at the 
local club.  After the competition we 
go on and socialise in the club and 
have a great laugh…it’s being a 
part of something that makes it so 
rewarding!  I’ve even got some of 
the children looking up to me and 
recognising me at the local 
supermarket so feel a bit of a 
celebrity!” 

 
 “I didn’t realise that running 
competitions could be so 
much fun.  You can have a 
great laugh with the young 
people…the mini tennis 
players are really funny as 
they say some great things 
that have brought plenty of 
smiles along the way!  They 
are so keen and to say that I 
am giving them these 
opportunities is brilliant!” 

 

 


