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An introduction to
school club links

This fact sheet provides information about the benefits and key
elements of school club links

A school club link is a partnership between a school and a tennis provider,
developed to provide opportunities for young people to get involved in
tennis whatever their age or ability.

Benefits of school club links:

Developing a successful School Club Link brings many benefits to the
schools, pupils and clubs/coaches involved.

Benefits of School Club Link to the club/coach:

The benefits of developing school club links to clubs and coaches are
huge! Working in schools is a fantastic way of promoting your
programme.

Increased number of young people participating in the club.
Increased membership levels in the club.

Increased number of coaching opportunities / hours.
Increased revenue for the club/coach.

Increased number of young volunteers, leaders and officials in
the club.

Increased number of adult players/members — through raised
awareness with parents/teachers.

Increased accessibility to school facilities.

Increased accessibility to funding to further develop the club.
Increased profile and awareness within the local community.
Increased profile and awareness within the sports community.

Benefits of a School club Link to the school

There are many benefits to schools also and it's important to highlight
these in the initial stages of developing a link.

Increase opportunities for your pupils

Raise the schools profile in the community

Share facilities and equipment

Expert coaches delivering in school to work with teachers
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Delivery of out of school hours clubs

Healthier and more physically active pupils — with higher
standards across the school

Increase awareness of exit routes for players, coaches and
volunteers

Assist in support school achieving targets, standards &
recognition — PSA, PESSYP, Healthy Schools, Active Mark,
Sports Mark etc.

CPD for teachers — training courses and more ideas by
working with quality clubs and coaches.

Benefits of a school club link to the pupil

There are lots of tennis clubs where you can play tennis after school.
tennis clubs are great places to meet up with friends, do some
exercise and get volunteering experience to help develop skills and
gain valuable experience for the future. It's cheap! The average club
membership for an under 18 is 85p per week. Its 40p for under 10’s.

Introduction to a healthy, active lifelong participation sport.
Increased knowledge and understanding of the tennis clubs
and opportunities available.

Develop new skills and potential to progress as a talented
performer.

Increasing confidence to pursue tennis in their own time and
after leaving school

Gain access to new training and playing facilities.

Develop self esteem, social skills, self development and
teamwork

Developing leadership, coaching and officiating skills
Access high quality coaching from experienced, qualified
tennis coaches

Elements of a successful school club link:
There are many elements to a successful School Club Link:

Communication

A successful school club link is dependent on close collaboration,
regular communication and a strong relationship between the
school and club.

Coaching Activity

Coach delivery is key to a successful school club link and this can
take place in the form of; curriculum time coaching or out of school
hours clubs (breakfast, lunchtime or after school). Coaches can
also develop their programme on the school site, by utilising
facilities at the weekends, during holidays or after school.

Competition
Competition is the number one priority for British Tennis and should

form an integral part of any school club link. A simple Schools
Tennis Competition Framework has been created to enable a level
of standardisation and consistency; however there is flexibility for a
wide range of events to take place across all year groups and
standards.

Leadership and Volunteering

Leadership and Volunteering is high on the agenda of schools and
the Tennis Leaders Course modules can be delivered easily within
schools. Tennis Leaders should assist with delivery in schools and
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new Leaders should be encouraged to develop their skills further in
the club environment.

Coach Development

Coaches should recognise the difference between working in a
school environment to that of working in a club. Coaches should
understand the importance of high quality delivery in schools,
especially as this is likely to be the child’s first experience of the
sport. ‘Working in Schools’ Coach CPD modules are available.

Teacher Training

It's vital to the sustainability of a School Club Link that there is
strong teacher involvement in activities — this can be through joint-
delivery, shadowing and assisting with sessions or by attending a
Teacher Training Course.

Marketing and promotion

There are 9 million school children in Great Britain, so schools are
an obvious place to market your club programme! There are many
different ways in which this can be done, including; leaflet
distribution, school assemblies, taster days, school newsletters,
school fairs and open days.

Sustainability
The sustainability of all school club links should be addressed from

the outset. External funding should not solely be relied on, as this
will always be for a limited term. Clubs and coaches should see the
huge benefits that working in schools brings and see schools as
part of the overall club/coaching programme and contribute/plan
accordingly.

Monitoring & Evaluation

As with any project, it is important to monitor and evaluate the
success of your school club links. You can monitor school club links
as a whole, or by individual element — including; asking the children
and young people for their thoughts. It is important to monitor the
number of pupils taking up follow-on sessions or club membership.

More Information:

If you would like more information about developing School
Club Links, please contact your local Tennis Development

Manager.
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