REGULATIONS FOR THE COUNTY COMPETITIONS

(in accordance with the Rules of Tennis)

6th Feb, 2003

1. In these regulations the word “Association” means the Surrey County Lawn Tennis Association; “County” means the county of Surrey as defined in the rules of the Association; and “Council” means the Council of the Association and shall be deemed to include any committees or persons appointed by the Council to act on their behalf.

2. These regulations are drawn up by the Council who may vary them at their discretion.  Such regulations will apply in all County Competitions except where amended or superseded by special regulations sent out with entry forms (e.g. as in League Competitions).

3. Competitions under these regulations shall be conducted by the Council whose, decision on all matters relating thereto shall be final.

4. Summer and Winter series of the competitions listed below will be held but the Council may withdraw any competitions or add any others at their discretion. 

	Inter-Club Team Competitions 

(details as in entry forms)
	Individual Events

(details as in entry forms)

	Men’s 
	League and K/O
	Men’s Singles
	Open & Veterans

	Ladies’
	League, Daytime League & K/O
	Ladies Singles
	Open & Veterans

	Mixed
	League and K/O
	Men’s Pairs
	Open & Veterans

	Veterans
	League and K/O
	Ladies Pairs
	Open & Veterans

	Boys’
	Under 18
	Mixed Pairs
	Open & Veterans

	Girls’
	Under 18
	Boys Singles
	Under 10, 12, 14 & 16

	Mixed
	Under 14
	Girls Singles
	Under 10, 12, 14 & 16

	National Club League
	Schools (teams)
	

	Seniors
	Men’s and Ladies
	Rootham Shield
	Boys

	Juniors
	Under 11, 13, 15, 17
	Branston Shield
	Girls



The Council may divide any or all of the competitions into groups and/or divisions at their discretion.

5. Competitions shall normally be open only to affiliated organisations of the Association and to members thereof, but at the discretion of the Competitions Committee entries may be accepted from juniors with a Surrey birth or residential qualification, but who are not members of an affiliated club or school.

6. The following players, after not less than 14 days. bona fide membership of a club immediately prior to any match, shall alone be qualified to represent that club in such match, namely:-

(i) 
Members elected in accordance with the rules of the club at a subscription entitling them to playing privileges of the current season.

(ii) 
Life members, elected after payment of a recognised commutation of such subscription, or for some years of service to the Club.

(iii) 
Permanent officials of a club if members of the same.

(iv) 
The following classes of members are not eligible to play in any County Competition; honorary members, temporary members, part-time members excepting five-day members are not eligible to play in a match or event played on a day not covered by their membership with the exception of the Final.

7. Specific regulations relating to Team Competitions, both Knockout & League will be sent out with the entry forms. Subject always to the discretion of the Council the following general regulations will apply to Team Competitions:-

(a) A Club is not bound to play the same team throughout a competition but no changes shall be made in the composition of a team engaged in a tie after the start of play.

(b) Subject to restrictions stated below, a Club may enter one or more teams for any competition or divisions of competitions for which the Club is eligible, but teams and members of teams of Clubs reaching the last stages of competitions will be precluded from entering the same (except in the case of the highest) or lower competitions in the years immediately following. Preclusions will vary according to the competition and season.

(c) When a Club enters more than one team for any competition such Club shall select the teams in order of playing strength which must be notified to the Honorary Competitions Secretary in writing not less than seven days before the first match is played. Scratching from a division other than the lowest shall not alter the Regulation. Provided the consent of the Council is obtained regular team members may play for another team in the same competition subject to the following restrictions:-

(i) 
A player may not play for a team junior to that for which originally selected.

(ii) 
If a player plays more than once for a higher graded team than that for which originally selected, he may not return to the lower graded team.

(iii) 
If a Club has two or more teams in the same division of a league there must be no interchange of players between these teams.

(d) A player may play for only one Club in any one type of competition in a season but a player may play for another Club in a different type of competition.  For this purpose, the following are regarded as examples of different types of competitions:-


League

-
Men’s or Ladies’


Knockout

-
Men’s or Ladies’


Mixed

-
League or Knock-out


Veterans

-
Men’s or Ladies’


Under 18

-

8. 
(a) When an individual competition is divided into more than one division players may subject to (b) enter for any division.

(b) The qualification for a division of an individual competition will be determined annually by the Competitions Committee and will be included with, or on, the relevant entry form.

(c) In the pairs competitions, both players in a pair must be members of the same club. No players may send in more than one entry for the same competition.

9.
(a) A player shall not be eligible to play in any team knock-out competition promoted by the Council if he is a competitor in any team knock-out competition promoted by another County Association. As regards individual events (singles, doubles, or mixed doubles) a player shall not be eligible to play in a competition promoted by the Council if he is a competitor in a similar event promoted by another County Association, but he is eligible to play in a different event.

(b) The Council has the right to refuse any entry, and to transfer any entry from one division to another.

10. 
(a) In the case of Knock-out Competitions the draw shall in all cases be made in accordance with the regulations specified by the L.T.A.

(b) The winners in each season, if entering the same competition and series the following year, must participate in the draw with all other competitors.

(c) Clubs and players shall be notified by the Council as soon as possible of their opponents in each round. Each round shall be played on the date determined by the Council, or before by mutual agreement.


(d) In the case of Knock-out Competitions subject to (e) and (f) all matches shall be played as follows. In the first round, matches shall be played on the ground of the club, pair or player whose name appears first on the draw. In subsequent rounds, the club, pair or player having had fewer home matches than its opponent shall play on its own ground.  A bye or walk - over is equivalent to a home match. If a club, pairs or players have had an equal number of home matches, priority in the draw shall determine the advantage of playing at home.


(e) Matches shall be played only on the Courts of the Club from which the home team, pair or player has entered or that of the opponent(s) unless mutually agreed otherwise.


(f) Clubs, pairs and players drawn at home shall in all cases provide not less than three new balls per court, the specifications of which must comply with Section 3 of the Rules of Tennis as issued by the International Tennis Federation.


(g) Any club, pair or player drawn at home who cannot provide the necessary facilities under the Competition Regulations shall give the opponents a walk-over unless the latter is willing to provide the necessary court facilities.


(h) No player or pair will be permitted to play the final round of any individual knock -out competition other than on the official date unless non-availability has been occasioned by their being selected for an international or county match. In this connection it is expected that players if winning should ‘scratch’ at match point in the semi-final if they know that they will not be available to play on the final date.


(i) The final of each competition and of each division of a competition shall normally be played on the courts of one of the participants, unless the Council shall decide otherwise.


(j) The club, pair or player drawn at home shall be responsible for making arrangements, offering to the opposing club, pair or player at least three dates, one of which shall be the round date; the others to be prior to the round date. This applies to all competitions except where fixed dates are in force.

11. Unfinished matches must be continued from the exact score at which play ceased unless the Council having sanctioned a change in the personnel of the team, also rules that the match shall be replayed.

12. If a team cancels within 36 hours of the scheduled start time, without good reason, it risks forfeiting the match in favour of its opponents.

13. Any team competing in a league competition and NOT completing at least three matches (if there are five teams in the Division) or four matches (if there are six teams in the Division) is liable to have its entry rejected for the equivalent competition for the following year. Team captains should note that, there will be no guarantee of re-entry to the Division from which they were excluded, in the following year.

14. In the event of any team not completing the required number of matches, its total record for that division will be disregarded when finalising divisional positions.

15. Unless there are exceptional circumstances, a team not fielding a full complement of players will forfeit the match.

16. In all competitions, except leagues played mid-week, each match shall be the best of three sets.  The I.T.F. tie-break shall operate at 6 games all in all sets except the third set which shall be an advantage set.  In all mid-week league competitions, each rubber shall consist of two sets with the I.T.F. tie-break at 6 games all in both sides.

Rules of the Tie-Break System

The tie-break will operate when the score reaches six games all in any set, except in the third, when an ordinary advantage set shall be played in accordance with Rule 27 of the Rules of Tennis.

The following system shall be used in a tie-break game:-

Singles:

(a) A player who first wins seven points shall win the game and the set provided he leads by a margin of two points.  If the score reaches six points all the game shall be extended until this margin has been achieved. Numerical scoring shall be used throughout the tie-break game.

(b) The player whose turn it is to serve shall be the server for the first point. His opponent shall be the server for the second and third points and thereafter each player shall serve alternately for two consecutive points until the winner of the game and set has been decided.

(c) From the first point, each service shall be delivered alternately from the right and left courts, beginning from the right court.

(d) Players shall change ends after every six points and at the conclusion of the tie - break game

(e) The tie-break game shall count as one game for the ball change.

Doubles:

In doubles the procedure for singles shall apply. The player whose turn it is to serve shall be the server for the first point. Thereafter each player shall serve in rotation for two points, in the same order as previously in that set, until the winners of the game and set have been decided.

Rotation of Service (Singles and Doubles):

The player (or pair in the case of doubles) who served first in the tie-break game shall receive service in the first game of the following set.  

No other tie-break scoring system is permitted.

17. If a player be absent without good cause when called upon to play at the expiration of thirty minutes from the time agreed for the commencement of the match his opponent or opponents shall be entitled immediately to one love set, and at the expiration of sixty minutes to a further love set.

18. A referee may be appointed for any tie by mutual consent of the competing clubs or players, if not already appointed by the Council. The referee shall decide if so called upon by the Captain of either side whether or not the tie shall be stopped owing to the state of the courts, the state of the weather, darkness or other unavoidable hindrance.  If no referee shall have been appointed the Captains of the opposing sides shall decide.

19. In Team Competitions pairs, or where applicable, singles players, shall be ranked in order of merit.  Visiting players shall remain on the same courts for all their matches and the order of play shall be as follows:-

For three pair events

	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3

	Home 1 v Away 1
	Home 1 v Away 3
	Home 1 v Away 2

	Home 2 v Away 3
	Home 2 v Away 2
	Home 2 v Away 1

	Home 3 v Away 2
	Home 3 v Away 1
	Home 3 v Away 3

	For two pair events

	Round 1
	
	Round 2

	Home 2 v Away 1
	
	Home 1 v Away 1

	Home 1 v Away 2
	
	Home 2 v Away 2

	For ‘Under 18’ Team Events

	Round 1 (Singles)
	
	Round 2 (Doubles)

	Home 1 v Away 1
	
	Home 1 v Away 1

	Home 2 v Away 2
	
	


When playing on a neutral ground, the Captains shall by lot determine choice of courts. No match shall be left unfinished unless by mutual consent of the Captains.

20. In Team Competitions, other than league competitions, the match shall be determined by rubbers or, if rubbers are equal by sets or, if sets are equal by games or, if games are equal by a replay as provided by Regulation 26(b).

21. In team competitions run on a league basis, except those playing mid-week, the match shall be determined by rubbers.  Two points are awarded to the team winning the most rubbers, but if rubbers are equal the match is drawn and each team will be awarded one point.  For mid-week league competitions, i.e., Ladies Daytime, Mixed and Veterans, one point will be awarded for each set won.

22. The winner of a league division will be the team with the highest number of points.

23. If two or more teams in any division shall score an equal number of points, the order of precedence shall be determined by the percentage of rubbers won to rubbers played. Should that be equal, the percentage of sets won to sets played shall decide and should that be equal the percentage of games won to games played shall decide.  The value of unplayed or unfinished matches shall be left to the decision of the Council.

24. Promotion, relegation and position of teams in league competitions will be left to the discretion of the Council.

25. The winning club, pair or player shall convey the result of the match (including the scores) to the Council within twenty-four hours of the tie being played. Clubs, pairs or players failing to comply with this rule shall be liable to be struck out of the competition.

26. (a) If any match shall not have been completed within the time specified the circumstances shall be immediately reported to the Council who shall have power to strike out of the competition one or both of the sides concerned. If necessary, the Council may postpone the date on which the round has to be played.


(b) Except in League Competitions, in the event of a draw the replay shall take place on the ground of the club previously drawn away from home, which club shall provide the new balls for the replay.


(c) Summer Competitions must be completed not later than 30th September and Winter Competitions not later than 30th April.

27. The Trophies in connection with the various Competitions shall be presented where practicable at the conclusion of the final of each Competition.  Winter Competition Trophies shall be returned to the Curator of Trophies by the 1st March, and Summer Competition Trophies by the 1st June, in each year.

28. Except where otherwise stated every reference in these Regulations to the masculine includes the feminine gender. 

29. In all Competitions, ties may be played on grass, hard or indoor courts, the decision to rest with the club, pair or player drawn at home. Outdoor floodlit conditions shall not be allowed except by mutual agreement. 

30. As closely as is reasonably possible, the Disciplinary Committee appointed by Council will operate within the provisions of Appendix 3 to the LTA Rules.
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