Boy’s Under 18’s County Cup Barnstaple February 2010
Friday, 19 February vs Cornwall

After a 3.5 hour trip down the day before and an early night, Oxfordshire started the weekend off really well.  We were so well prepared and raring to go that we arrived at the tennis centre at 8.15am to find it shut so the boys went for a run in the snow (plus a few snow balls!!!).  This seemed to wake them up as we raced to a 9 – 0 win only dropping 1 set all day and the others being a bit of a non-contest as we were far too strong through out the team. Great Start!

Saturday, 20 February vs. Hereford & Worcestershire 
As we only just managed to get out of the hotel due to the big slope and the amount of snow on the ground we were just pleased to get to the tennis centre to start the match.


Again we were strong enough to let Bradley Marriott, at number 1 singles, rest hence pushing up everyone else one place meaning Joel Morris came in at number 6 singles. We managed to win the match 6 – 3.  The match of the day was definitely Tom Dyakowski, who came back from a set down against a boy who was not only 3 years older but almost 3ft taller. A great victory winning 6 – 4 in the third set.
Sunday, 21 February vs. Berkshire

Last day of a long weekend but the boys were full of high sprits with the chance of a second promotion in 2 years looming. Unfortunately Berkshire were very strong at 6, 5, 4, and 3 singles so we went into a 0 – 4 deficit which meant we had to win the rest of the matches to gain promotion.

We sent out Brad and Tim to save our weekend efforts and that they did. Well done to Tim winning in 3 sets. Next we went into the double needing all 3 matches.  After a great come back from Joshy and Joel, where they were a set down and with Brad and Josh D winning at number 1 double, it looked like the impossible was possible, but the number 2 doubles didn’t go our way with Josh C and Tim losing in 2 very tight sets ending in a 4 – 5 loss for Oxfordshire
I would like to thank my team Bradley, Joshy , Josh D, Josh C, Tom, Tim, Joel and a special thanks to Danny Lythgoe as he was drafted in at short notice and didn’t get a match but was a great supporter and hitting partner to all the boys all weekend. Also many thanks must go to Paul Butcher who drove the mini bus all weekend and assisted me as well.
With all the boy’s available next year and more potential players coming through I look forward to another promotion battle next year.

Jon Maskens

Team Captain 
