
 

 

          

Press Release 

British Tennis sees big surge in both Adult and Children’s Participation 

during 2022 
 

• Adult annual participation up 43% (4.7 million playing) 

• Two million adults now play monthly – highest ever number tracked 

• 3.63m children playing tennis in 2022 

• Women’s participation grew 34%  

• Biggest increases amongst those coming from lower socio-economic (C2DE) backgrounds 

 
The LTA has today announced participation figures for 2022 – which shows sustained success in 
getting more people playing tennis, more often; with growth across all demographics, regions and 
nations of Great Britain, particularly amongst 16-34 year-olds and those from lower socio economic 
backgrounds.   
 
The number of adults reporting that they had played tennis during the year increased 43% 
compared to the previous year, rising from 3.3 million to 4.7 million from January through to 
December.  This is the highest total recorded since 2017 and has continued the growth seen in 
2018-19 which was interrupted during the pandemic.   
 
In addition, more than two million adults play monthly, and this is the highest level recorded since 
the LTA started tracking this measure seven years ago. 
 
This means that the LTA has achieved the targets set out in its five-year 2018-23 strategy for adult 
annual and monthly participation one year ahead of schedule. 
 
Finally, children’s weekly participation in tennis has seen positive growth in the past year with over 
three and a half million children playing tennis with an extra 328,000 children playing tennis in 
schools. 
 
This growth is not confined to one demographic or part of the country with all areas seeing strong 
growth: 
 

1. Young people: Annual participation amongst 16-34 year-olds jumped 48% in a year - more 
than any other age category. Benefitting from online court and coach booking systems and 
targeted programmes such as cardio tennis which is an enjoyable fitness-based tennis 
session.  

 
2. Lower socio-economic groups, the biggest playing increase (53%) has been recorded 

amongst lower socio-economic groups (classified as C2DE background), following the work 
done by the LTA to make tennis more accessible.  For example the LTA Play Your Way 
campaign and LTA SERVES programme. 

 
3. 3.63m children (aged 4-15 of which 49% are female) are now playing tennis, which 

represents an increase of 418,000 during 2022, whilst Sport England’s most recent Active 
Lives report showed tennis was one of the very few sports to record higher participation 
numbers than pre-pandemic.  This follows the successful roll-out of the LTA Youth 
programme which has now trained over 10,000 teachers in delivering tennis in schools. 

 
4. Women’s participation grew 34% last year, in a sport where 41% of adult tennis players 

are female, meaning tennis is one of the most gender balanced sports in the country. This 



 

 

year the LTA launched ‘She Rallies’ a coordinated approach to supporting female 
participation and workforce, as well as raise the visibility of women’s tennis.  

 
LTA Chief Executive, Scott Lloyd said: “We are delighted with these figures and the fact that more 
and more people are choosing tennis. At the LTA our vision is tennis opened up, and we’ve worked 
hard to put solid foundations in place to make tennis more accessible. We have a fantastic network 
of coaches, volunteers, clubs and park courts – and we’re investing in all of these to make it as 
easy as possible for people to get involved.  
 
We’re also committed to making our sport more inclusive and ensuring it appeals to a wider 
demographic through specially tailored initiatives like LTA Youth, She Rallies, LTA SERVES and 
LTA Open Court.  We’ve also got some brilliant players at the top of the game who are flying the 
flag for British tennis internationally and providing inspiration to fans and the next generation 
alike.  I’d like to thank everyone involved in British tennis for playing their part in growing the 
game.”    
 
The growth in participation is down to a concerted effort to make tennis more accessible and 
welcoming. Drivers of participation are:  
 

• The LTA’s investment in court and coach booking systems make it easier for people to find 
opportunities to play which are local to them. 

• Investment to support clubs to grow and retain membership, increase participation and be 
financially sustainable, including encouraging them to open their doors to the local 
community in order to maximise court usage. 

• £14.3m in grants and loans, invested in new facilities across Britain during the last 5 years 
– such as new courts, floodlights, air-bubbles and indoor centres 

• For children, the roll out of the LTA Youth programme across, clubs, venues and schools 
has been a game-changer, bringing a consistent look and feel for kids’ tennis.  

• As part of our work to open tennis up to people who may have not thought it was for them, 
we have focussed on changing public perceptions of tennis, as well as engaging with 
underrepresented audiences through our SERVES programme which take tennis into non-
traditional environments and our Open Court Programme which provides accessible 
opportunities for disabled people to play tennis. 

 
All of this provides an exciting platform for the sport to build on for 2023 with the LTA and UK 
Government’s £30.3m investment into refurbishing park tennis courts rolling out across the country 
and the launch of new products to get more people into the sport.   
 
 

- ENDS - 

For LTA media enquiries please contact:  

Media@lta.org.uk  

  

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

The data is based on surveys conducted by independent research agencies on behalf of the LTA. These figures relate 

only to tennis and do not include data on padel.  

 

ABOUT THE LTA 

The LTA is the National Governing Body of tennis for Great Britain. We are here to govern and grow tennis, from 

grassroots participation through to the professional game.  Our vision is “Tennis Opened Up” and we’re on a mission to 

grow tennis by making it relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable.  We work with schools, with volunteers, with 

coaches and with venues across the whole country. We also represent the interests of over 1,000,000 Members, men 

and women, girls and boys, playing on more than 23,000 courts. The LTA runs and supports a network of 11,500 

approved tournaments for players of all ages, the four corner-stones of which are the premier grass-court events leading 

up to The Championships, Wimbledon: the Rothesay Open Nottingham, the Rothesay Classic Birmingham, the cinch 

Championships (at The Queen’s Club, London) and the Rothesay International Eastbourne.  For further information 

about the LTA and tennis in Britain, visit www.lta.org.uk or follow us on Twitter @the_LTA. 
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